
Reflection on the Sunday Gospel 

 
-Opening Prayer- 

Efficacious Novena To The Sacred Heart Of Jesus 
(This novena prayer was recited every day by Padre Pio for all 

those who asked his prayers) 
 

I. O my Jesus, You have said, ‘Truly I say to you, ask and it will 
be given you, seek and you will find, knock and it will be 

opened to you.’ Behold, I knock, I seek and ask for the grace of… 
 

Our Father… Hail Mary… Glory be to the Father… 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place all my trust in you. 

 
II. O my Jesus, You have said, ‘Truly I say to you, if you ask 

anything of the Father in my name, He will give it to you.’ 
Behold, in Your name, I ask the Father for the grace of… 

 
Our Father… Hail Mary… Glory be to the Father… 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place all my trust in you. 

 
III. O my Jesus, You have said, ‘Truly I say to you, heaven and 

earth will pass away but my words will not pass away.’ 
Encouraged by Your infallible words, I now ask for the grace of… 

 
Our Father… Hail Mary… Glory be to the Father… 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place all my trust in you. 

 
O Sacred Heart of Jesus, for whom it is impossible not to have 

compassion on the afflicted, have pity on us poor sinners 
and grant us the grace which we ask of You, through the Sorrowful 

and Immaculate heart of Mary, Your tender mother and ours. 
 

Hail, Holy Queen… St. Joseph, foster father of Jesus, pray for us 
 
 
 



Feast- Saint Padre Pio 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gospel – Matthew 20 1-16 
Jesus told his disciples this parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 

landowner who went out at dawn to hire laborers for his vineyard.  
After agreeing with them for the usual daily wage, he sent them into 

his vineyard.  Going out about nine o’clock, 
the landowner saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 

and he said to them, ‘You too go into my vineyard, 
and I will give you what is just.’ 

So they went off.  And he went out again around noon, 
and around three o’clock, and did likewise.  

Going out about five o’clock, the landowner found others standing 
around, and said to them, 

‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ They answered, ‘Because no 
one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You too go into my vineyard.’ 

When it was evening the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, 
‘Summon the laborers and give them their pay, 
beginning with the last and ending with the first.’ 

When those who had started about five o’clock came, 
each received the usual daily wage.  

So when the first came, they thought that they would receive more, 
but each of them also got the usual wage.  And on receiving it they 

grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last ones worked only 
one hour, and you have made them equal to us, who bore the day’s 

burden and the heat.’ He said to one of them in reply, ‘My friend, I am 
not cheating you. Did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage?  

Take what is yours and go.  What if I wish to give this last one the 
same as you?  Or am I not free to do as I wish with my own money?  
Are you envious because I am generous?’ Thus, the last will be first, 

and the first will be last.” 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/podcasts/video/2020-09-20-reflection-133 
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Reflection 
 

• A difficult parable! Should the landowner have given the ‘late’ workers 
more or the ‘early’ workers less?  

• He gave all a day’s wage as anything less would have been derisory. 
That being the case the landowner was generous, not mean. What do 
you think?  

• Do you see an application to your own life? 

 
 

 


