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Dear Friends,
The founding members of St. Alphonsus had great foresight and hope for the future
of their new parish. The legacy they provided has served generations of families and
is a shining example of Christian stewardship and sacrifice. We worship in a church
that is nothing short of magnificent. When people visit us for Mass, they are awestruck
with the beauty. I remember feeling that way myself the first time I walked through the
doors of our sanctuary…and that feeling remains to this day.
The church, which is the beating heart of our campus, has been the focal point for the
last few campaigns conducted by St. Alphonsus. We are fortunate that we’ve been able
to restore the interior to its former glory thanks to the generosity of our parishioners.
Because the costs for the church projects were significant, our other buildings have
survived with simple repairs and patching. Unfortunately, we are now at a point where
we have critical needs that must be addressed…particularly in our school building.
Alphonsus Academy and Center for the Arts is flourishing! While other Catholic
schools continue to struggle, we are blessed with strong leadership, dedicated teachers
and staff, and growing enrollment. We recognize that the school is one of the most
important missions of our parish as we equip our leaders of tomorrow with excellent
academics, a wealth of extracurricular activities and a solid foundation in their faith.
Regular maintenance of our buildings has always been a priority but, now, it is time
that we address some of the long-deferred structural and facility needs and desires.
The people of St. Alphonsus – just like our founding members – love their parish
home. Together we can ensure that St. Alphonsus Parish continues to be a beacon of
light for generations to come by tending to all that has been entrusted to our care. May
the outcome of our Legacy Campaign bear witness to our love, our devotion and our
gratitude for blessings received.

Fr. Michael O’Connell
Pastor

A MESSAGE FROM

CARDINAL
CUPICH

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
My very best wishes to the St. Alphonsus community as you work together on your
Legacy Campaign. Just like those who founded your parish in 1882, you now have
the opportunity to leave your own mark which will benefit generations to come.
Recognized as one of the oldest and most respected parishes in Chicago, you have
weathered many challenges, have remained true to your mission and continue to
share God’s love each day.
As part of the Archdiocesan-wide effort, To Teach Who Christ Is, you will not only
be addressing facility issues within your own campus, but you will be helping others
throughout the Archdiocese of Chicago – scholarship assistance, Catholic School
program enhancements, strengthening and development of religious education and
faith formation, and specific capital and parish needs. The financial support you and
the other parishes of the Archdiocese provide will touch the lives of thousands of
children and their families.
Your Legacy Campaign will provide the opportunity for each member of St. Alphonsus
to answer the call of stewardship and offer a gift of thanks for all the blessings God
so graciously bestows. I encourage all members of your family of faith to offer their
generous support and to dedicate themselves to making this fund drive a success.
I will keep you all in my prayers and ask that you remember me and the Archdiocese
of Chicago in your own prayers.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Cardinal Blase J. Cupich
Archbishop of Chicago

C A M P A I G N P R AY E R

Dear Lord,
We give thanks for the beauty and the gifts that surround us,
recognizing that Your grace has made these things possible.
We give thanks for the founding members of St. Alphonsus
whose sacrifices have given us all that we enjoy today.
May we do our best to secure their legacy
by tending to all that has been entrusted to our care.
Guide us as we work together for the sake of the parish we love,
in the name of the One who loved us first.
Amen

T H E S T. A L P H O N S U S L E G A C Y
The people of St. Alphonsus have much to celebrate…our long-standing
presence in the Lakeview community, our diverse population, our
commitment to education, our love of music, our rich history and our
beautiful facilities. Despite two devastating fires, an ever-changing
neighborhood and the departure of the Orders who founded our parish
and school, we remain strong and faithful in our service. As we reflect
on our past and prepare for our future, a successful completion of our
Legacy Campaign will not only supply the means for us to address
many structural and facility issues across our campus but will also
allow us to join with our fellow Chicagoland parishioners in a special
Archdiocesan initiative titled To Teach Who Christ Is.
To Teach Who Christ Is provides the opportunity for each parish in
the Archdiocese to ensure that our most precious gift – our children
– are given the resources they need to hear the Gospel message and
learn about our risen Savior. Funding from this effort is supporting
faith formation, scholarships, capital needs and program
enrichment for Catholic schools and religious
education programs.
After an extensive facilities assessment by Jaeger Nickola
Kuhlman Architects in 2013, a broad list of campus needs
was compiled. To determine support for the identified items,
a feasibility study was conducted two years ago to collect
parishioner opinions and feedback. Following this process,
additional research, meetings, discussion and prayer has
resulted in priorities that cover four different categories.
ENERGY EFFICIENCY
SAFETY AND STRUCTURE
BEAUTIFICATION AND BUILDING COMMUNITY
SHARING WITH OTHERS

While many Archdiocesan schools are struggling,
we are fortunate to have a thriving enrollment
at Alphonsus Academy and Center for the Arts.
Regular maintenance of this building has always
been a priority, but there are a few high-cost items
which must be addressed for its preservation as
well as the safety and comfort of our students,
faculty and staff. A new boiler, south facade
windows, bathrooms, entry modification, spot
tuckpointing and west entry landing will make a
significant positive difference.

THE SCHOOL

The rectory, built in 1926, not only houses
our priests but also serves as the parish office.
People of English, German and Spanish ancestry
are welcomed each day. Not surprisingly, this
90 year old well-utilized structure is in need of
attention, and this campaign will focus on the
most pressing needs – south facing windows
and spot tuckpointing.

THE RECTORY

In conjunction with our 125th anniversary
in 2007−2008, a large-scale renovation took
place on the interior and exterior of our
beautiful church. While much of the church’s
original splendor was restored, a few additional
maintenance issues remain. One improvement
that has been a topic of conversation for years is
air conditioning. The cost to install a complete air
conditioning unit is prohibitive for our massive
church so a cooling system will be utilized that
will provide comfort during summer worship,
weddings, funerals, concerts and programs.

THE CHURCH

For years, Festival Hall has served as a gathering
place for social functions, meetings and events.
It has served St. Alphonsus well despite the
obvious need for a “face lift.” Improvements that
include painting, sound absorption, lighting and
“warming up” the room will make this space
more appealing and functional for the many
organizations that meet regularly on our campus.
In addition, a long-desired Adoration Chapel
will be created in Festival Hall providing a new
opportunity for prayer and worship.

F E S T I VA L H A L L

St. Alphonsus parishioners who have experience with construction projects and general
contracting have volunteered their time to research, speak to project-specific professionals and
formulate cost estimates for the Legacy Campaign defined repairs and improvements.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY

School Boiler Replacement and Relocation
School and Rectory Windows/South Facades
Church Cooling System
Energy Efficiency Total

$900,000
700,000
430,000
$2,030,000

SAFETY AND STRUCTURE

School Bathrooms
School and Rectory Spot Tuckpointing
Moat Bridge, Guardrail, Church North Exterior Stair
Stringer Restoration and School West Entry Landing
Choir Loft Railing

$500,000
250,000
60,000

Safety and Structure Total

$816,000

6,000

BEAUTIFICATION AND BUILDING COMMUNITY

Festival Hall Upgrades (Adoration Chapel, sound absorption,
lighting, painting, “warm up”)
School Rear Entry Modification and Enhancement
Organ Repair
Sanctuary Appointments

$125,000

Beautification and Building Community Total

$262,000

95,000
37,000
5,000

SHARING WITH OTHERS

St. Alphonsus’ Contribution to the To Teach Who
Christ Is campaign

$456,000

PROJECT AND CAMPAIGN COSTS

Architectural, MEP (mechanical, electrical and plumbing)
design, administrative and campaign materials
Grand Total

$236,000
$3,800,000

“This parish has provided so much
to us as young adults – and, now, as
a new family. The church and the
Academy have had a positive impact
on so many lives. By supporting this
campaign, we show our gratitude for
all St. Alphonsus has given us and
ensure future generations will benefit
from the same healthy parish and
communal spaces we enjoy today.”
Vince and Sara Meno
Leadership Team, Knights of Columbus,
Parish Council and Finance Council

Just as the first parishioners
of St. Alphonsus sacrificed to
give us the beautiful campus
we enjoy today, we now have
the opportunity to leave our
own legacy by ensuring the
future of St. Alphonsus for
generations to come.

“Who is a Christian steward? One who receives God’s gifts
gratefully, cherishes and tends them in a responsible and
accountable manner, shares them in justice and love with
others and returns them with increase to the Lord.”
Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response
U.S. Bishops Pastoral Letter
National Conference of Catholic Bishops

IN GIVING WE RECEIVE...

In order to complete each of the facilities issues mentioned and contribute our share to the Archdiocesan
effort, we must raise $3.8 million. We will invite pledges from each and every member of our Parish
community. To reach our objective, we will need the following:
•
•
•
•

heartfelt, continuous prayer that this effort be successful in not only meeting the monetary
goals, but doing so in a unified, positive manner as we work together in God’s name.
thoughtful and proportionate gifts – commensurate with one’s ability to give – to be made
over a three-year period.
exceptional volunteerism to assist with all elements of the campaign.
appreciation for all the blessings we have been given and a sincere measure of gratitude as
an expression of thanksgiving.

OPTIONS FOR EVERYONE

We will be seeking a meaningful, proportionate and sacrificial pledge from each member of our faith
community. In order to make every parishioner feel a part of this effort, a variety of opportunities for
giving are available. A gift to the campaign doesn’t necessarily have to be in the form of cash. Options for
giving include stock, real estate, appreciated assets, life insurance and more. Non-cash gifts like these
often carry attractive tax advantages.

GIVING OVER TIME

While some parishioners may wish to make a large single gift in support of this effort, others have
requested a payment schedule that will allow them to extend the possibilities of their generosity. These
gifts can be made in annual, quarterly, monthly or weekly installments.

C A M P A I G N C O N T R I B U T I O N S (based on a three-year pledge period)
GIFT

A N N UA L

QUA R T E R LY

MO N TH LY

W E E K LY

LEVEL

AMOUNT

AMOUNT

AMOUNT

AMOUNT

$250,000
150,000
100,000
75,000
50,000
25,000
15,000
10,000
7,500
5,000
3,600
3,000

$83,333
50,000
33,333
25,000
16,667
8,333
5,000
3,333
2,500
1,667
1,200
1,000

$20,833
12,500
8,333
6,250
4,167
2,083
1,250
833
625
417
300
250

$6,945
4,167
2,778
2,083
1,389
694
417
278
208
139
100
83

$1,603
962
641
481
321
160
96
64
48
32
23
19

All figures rounded to the nearest dollar

“For where
your treasure
is, there your
heart will
be also.”
~ Luke 12:34

MATCHING GIFTS

One way to increase your gift to the Legacy Campaign without
writing a larger check is to use the Matching Gift program
offered by your employer. Under most circumstances, the
donor simply completes a form which is then verified by the
campaign office. Many firms will match contributions to
charities at a one-to-one ratio or sometimes higher – from
both employees and retirees. If you are uncertain about
your company’s policy, check with your human resources
department. A few minutes could double the impact of
your contribution!
IN HONOR OR IN MEMORY

Your gift or pledge in memory or in recognition of
someone you wish to honor (a family member, friend,
colleague, clergy, teacher) provides a beautiful
memorial or tribute to a special person in your life.
Speak to a member of the campaign team or call the
parish office for more details.

“People need to have safe, functional and comfortable places
to gather, celebrate, play, work, learn and even mourn. Our
families treasure our community and our facilities. We need to
keep them beautiful and maintain them as best we can for our
use and enjoyment as well as for the parishioners of the future.”
Dan and Stacy Dilling
Leadership Team, School Parents and Parish Council

The founding members of St. Alphonsus truly gave their best, and we are the fortunate beneficiaries
of their sacrifices. Our family of faith is, indeed, abundantly blessed! Our heartfelt gratitude to each
person who has welcomed a campaign volunteer into your home, taken the time to review our
brochure, and made the decision to financially support our Legacy Campaign. What we do today
will impact generations to come and that is a responsibility of great value. Thank you for sharing
your time, talent and treasure on behalf of this effort and for loving our parish and all the good work
we do in His name.

Christ has no body but yours.
No hands, no feet on earth but yours.
Yours are the eyes through which He looks with compassion on the world.
Yours are the feet with which He walks to do good.
Yours are the hands with which He blesses all the world.
Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, yours are the eyes.
You are His body.
Christ has no body now but yours.
~ St. Teresa of Avila

CAMPAIGN LEADERSHIP TEAM

Dan Dilling
Aaron Hui
Tom Kelly
Harvey Levin
Sara Meno
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