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DECEMBER 12TH 2021 | THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Questions are sometimes more important than 
answers. We often use questions to find answers. 
We ask a question when we are looking for 
some information. Therefore when we find that 
information, we sometimes imagine that question 
is no longer necessary, that it can be discarded and 
set aside. But that is not always the case.

Look at today’s gospel. There are plenty of 
questions. All kinds of people come up to John 
the Baptist and they ask the same question: what 
should we do? Because of all of these questions, 
on first hearing we imagine that the focus of the 
gospel is going to be on John’s answers. But the 
answers that John gives are disappointing, even 
comical, in their simplicity. He tells people to 
do what they certainly knew they needed to do 
already. He tells the crowds that they should share 
their clothes and food with the poor. He tells tax 
collectors they should not cheat their clients. 
He tells soldiers not to abuse their power. John’s 
answers are neither new nor penetrating. He 
basically tells them to do what any decent person 
would already be doing.

So it does not appear that the emphasis of this 
gospel passage is on the answers. This opens the 
possibility that the real point of the passage is the 
question, that this gospel is calling us to ask the 
question, “Lord, what should I do?” It suggests 
that asking the question might be more important 
than knowing the answer. How is this possible? 
It is possible because that question, “Lord, what 
should I do?” is a question for which 95% of the 
time we already know the answer. We know 
what are supposed to do. We are supposed to be 
more patient with our spouse, more affirming 

of our children, more just in our dealing with 
others, less judgmental, more thankful for our 
blessings. We know all the answers. Yet the gospel 
suggests it is still important for us to find some 
quiet moment and sincerely ask the Lord, “What 
should I do?” Because in asking that question, two 
things happen. We are able to identify a particular 
action, and we are able to personalize it.

When we take a few moments and sincerely ask, 
“Lord, what should I do?” that question helps us 
to identify a specific action. Our minds are filled 
with things that we are supposed to do. But when 
we take a few moments and sincerely ask the 
question, nine times out of ten, one specific thing 
will rise to the surface. That one thing becomes the 
action that God is asking us to do today. It might 
be something at work or at home or at school, 
but whatever that action is, we can know that it is 
God’s will for us today.

The question identifies the action. It also 
personalizes it. Because when an action flows 
from prayer, it becomes a part of our personal 
relationship with God. For example, if we are 
moved to give some of resources to the poor, if 
that action flows from prayer, it is not an action 
resulting from a command or obligation. It is a 
response to a personal request from Christ. When 
we pick up the phone to talk to our Aunt Louise in 
an attempt to make peace with her, if that action 
comes from prayer, we do not act because two 
thousand years ago Jesus taught us that we should 
be reconciled to one another, but because today 
Jesus has asked us, “Make peace with Aunt Louise.” 
When we ask the question, the actions that flow 
from it are more significant and powerful because 

we see them as a response to a personal request 
from the Lord.

So the gospel today is not really about the answers, 
but about the question. It invites us to ask, “Lord, 
what should I do?” If we really take the time to 
pose that question, the answer might surprise us. 
But it is more likely that it will not. It will probably 
be something that we already know we should do. 
But asking the question will identify it and will 
give us strength and energy to do it, because it 
comes out of a dialogue with the Lord who loves 
us.

But none of this will happen unless we ask the 
question. So let’s ask the question, and let’s do 
it now. In every liturgy after the homily there is 
a moment of silence. I would suggest that each 
person here this morning should use that silence 
to ask the question. Close your eyes. Remember 
that God is here. In the presence of the Lord, set 
aside all the things we need to do in the next few 
days, and ask the question, “Lord, what should I 
do? What do you ask me to do today?”

John calls out in the wilderness, “The kingdom of 
God is coming!” Paul whispers in our hearts, “God 
will always be faithful.” If we can hear the voice 
of John, we must also believe the words of Paul. 
God does not begin something and then give up. 
What is begun will be finished. God has made us 
and God has blessed us. That good work will not be 
abandoned. It will be brought to completion.

(excerpt from buildingontheword.org)

ASKING THE QUESTION

Reflecting On The Readings

AN ADVENT PRAYER
Come, long-expected Jesus. Excite in me a wonder at the 
wisdom and power of Your Father and ours. Receive my 
prayer as part of my service of the Lord who enlists me in 
God's own work for justice. Come, long-expected Jesus. 
Excite in me a hunger for peace: peace in the world, peace 
in my home, peace in myself. Come, long-expected 
Jesus. Excite in me a joy responsive to the Father's joy. 
I seek His will so I can serve with gladness, singing and 
love. Come, long-expected Jesus. Excite in me the joy 
and love and peace it is right to bring to the manger of 
my Lord. Raise in me, too, sober reverence for the God 
who acted there, hearty gratitude for the life begun there, 
and spirited resolution to serve the Father and Son. I pray 
in the name of Jesus Christ, whose advent I hail. Amen.



What first comes to mind when you
hear the word “stewardship”? 

If you immediately thought “money,” 
you’re not alone. Even though we have 
been taught that stewardship is about 
more than this, many people still think 
stewardship is just another way to ask 
for money. Let us be clear about what 
stewardship is so that we can begin to 
understand that it is about much more 
than money. Stewardship can be a way 
to put our faith into practice in our 
daily lives. 

WHAT IS A STEWARD?
A steward is one who cares for some-
thing that belongs to another. The 
steward of the vineyard, for example, 
cares for the vines, cultivates them, and 
prunes them when necessary in order to 
bring about a fruitful harvest. The stew-
ard is entrusted with the vineyard and 
is responsible for it. “An ‘oikonomos’ 
or steward is one to whom the owner of 
a household turns over responsibility 
for caring for the property, managing 
affairs, making resources yield as much 
as possible and sharing the resources 
with others. The position involves trust 
and accountability” (“Stewardship: A 
Disciple’s Response,” U.S. bishops).

When we apply this meaning of the 
word steward to our lives, we come in 
touch with a powerful realization: All 
we are, have, and will 
be is God’s. Every 
good gift and blessing 
— our life, talents and 
abilities, relationships, 
faith, resources — 
belongs to God. “The 
earth is the Lord’s 
and all it holds, / the 
world and those who 
dwell in it” (Ps 24:1). We are called to 
steward it well. Not to simply care for 
it, but to nurture it and make it fruitful.

With the deeper meaning of stew-
ardship in our minds and hearts, we 
can think again about stewardship of 
money. Why is money included in the 

call to give as good stewards? Don’t 
we earn the money ourselves through 
our effort and hard work? Surely this 
is true, but we do so through the use of 
the gifts that are entrusted to us by God. 

We could not earn 
money without  the 
time, talents and skills, 
education, and oppor-
tunities that have been 
given us. 

Jesus sometimes 
spoke about the proper 
use of money, recog-
nizing how difficult it 

is for people to keep financial resources 
in the proper perspective. Jesus’ para-
bles and responses about money show 
us he understands that the way we use 
money is a sign of our priorities: “No 
one can serve two masters. He will 
either hate one and love the other, or be 

devoted to one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve God and mammon” 
(Mt 6:24); “For where your treasure is, 
there also will your heart be” (Lk 12:34).

SEEING GOD’S GRACE
Let’s be honest with ourselves. It is 
easy to go about the days and months 
and years of life without paying much 
attention to the many ways in which 
we are blessed. We can easily take it 
all for granted: our lives; the beauty 
and preciousness of creation; the gifts 
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STEWARDSHIP
It’s About More than Money!

“The earth is the Lord’s 
and all it holds, / the 
world and those who 
dwell in it” (Ps 24:1).

➤

Week 1 – A Way of Life 

Week 2 – Biblical Basis 

Week 3 – More than Money

STEWARDSHIP 
BULLETIN SERIES



AN ACT OF LOVE
Catholic stewardship calls us to 
act not so much out of responsi-
bility or duty but out of love. Love 
provides the ultimate motivation. 
And yet love, at times, demands 
sacrifice on one level or another. 
As Dorothy Day, founder of the 
Catholic Worker Movement, liked 
to say, “Love in action is a harsh 
and dreadful thing.”

Perhaps that’s because we 
humans find ourselves incapable 
of the perfect, unconditional love 
of God. Still, we’re called to perfect 
our love, day by day. We’re called 
to open our hearts again and 
again, to proclaim our love and 
also to act upon it.

What sacrifices do you make 
for love?

of talents, skills, and abilities; rela-
tionships with family and friends; our 
faith. All of it is a gift. Yet we do not 
always see the gift because we aren’t 
looking for it. We rise in the morning, 
perhaps grumbling because we have to 
get the children to school and ourselves 
to work, without recognizing the gift in 
rising, or the blessing of family or em-
ployment. Perhaps we are experiencing 
unemployment or underemployment, 
illness, or the death of a loved one. 
How can we think about blessings at 
this time of life? 

Stewardship begins with awareness 
of the blessings that surround us, even 
in the most challenging of moments in 
our lives. This is not to make light of 
difficulties, but actually to put them 
into perspective in light of our faith in 
Jesus Christ. Understanding ourselves 

as stewards helps us to put our trust in 
God, who entrusts us with much. This 
attitude of gratitude makes a tremen-
dous difference in our lives. In fact, 
many studies show a connection be-
tween gratitude and happiness. Perhaps 
this is not surprising, since the word 
gratitude comes from the root word 
“grace.” To be thankful is to recognize 
God’s grace in our lives!

With the foundation of gratitude 
in our minds and hearts, we can now 
see that stewardship is not only about 
money, but so much more. Our giv-
ing is a sign of our thanksgiving, our 
gratitude to God for bountiful blessings 
received. Attentive to the abundance of 
God’s grace in our midst, we are sure to 
find opportunities to be good stewards 
every day. This truly is a way to bring 
faith to our daily lives!
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PRAYING WITH THE  
SAINTS AS STEWARDS

Lord Jesus, teach me to be generous;
teach me to serve you as you deserve,
to give and not to count the cost,
to fight and not to heed the wounds,
to toil and not to seek for rest,
to labor and not to seek reward,

save that of knowing that I do your holy will.
Amen. – Attributed to Saint Ignatius Loyola

GROWING AS A GOOD 
STEWARD
Reflect on the ways you currently 
spend and share money. In what 
ways is your use of money a 
statement of your faith and your 
priorities? Do you give to your 
parish and charities as a sign of 
gratitude to God for your many 
blessings? Do you give of your 
first fruits, making a prayerful, 
proportional gift to God? Make a 
commitment to take a step in fi-
nancial giving to your parish and 
a local, national, or global charity 
as a sign of thanksgiving.



   This Week at Our Parish...

*Please remember to write your envelope number on your check.*  
**If you are making a payment towards the Beyond Sunday Capital Campaign 

please clearly mark the intended amount on your envelope.**

Please Pray...
...for all who are sick, elderly, or alone.  

May God bless all caregivers.  
Help us keep our prayer list up-to-date; kindly 

notify us to add or remove a loved one from our list. 
Please email Sarah at SSwart@stanneba.org.
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THE SANCTUARY LAMP 
WILL BURN THIS WEEK 

IN HONOR OF 

LINDA POTES
C / O  C .  P O T E S

If you would like to dedicate 
the sanctuary lamp in honor or 
memory of your loved one or a 
special intention or occasion, 
please call the Parish Office.

E L E C T R O N I C  G I V I N G  A V A I L A B L E  A T 
S T A N N E B A . W E S H A R E O N L I N E . O R G

Stewardship of Treasure

Flowers on the Altar

I N  H O N O R  O F

If you would like to donate fresh flowers in honor or in 
memory of someone, please call the Parish Office.

DIANE HULSEY'S 
BIRTHDAY

Saturday | December 18th
8:00 am | +Jason Canterbury
 (Requested by The Remises)
5:00 pm | Bob & Nancy Kurewski Anniversary
 (Requested by Fr. Matt)

Saturday | December 11th
8:00 am | Parrish Special Intention
 (Requested by Anonymous)
5:00 pm | St. Anne Parishioners
 (Requested by St. Anne Staff)

Sunday | December 12th
9:00 am | Diane Hulsey's Birthday
 (Requested by B. Hulsey)
11:30 am | Swart & VanAsselberg Families
 (Requested by S. Swart)
5:00 pm  | +Paul Trinidad
 (Requested by The Doctos)

Tuesday | December 14th

Wednesday | December 15th

Thursday | December 16th

Friday | December 17th

8:00 am | +Bartholomew Nguyen
 (Requested by P. Nguyen)

6:00 pm | +J.F. & M.A.F. Taylor
 (Requested by The Taylors)

8:00 am | +Lorraine Othouse
 (Requested by G. Atkins)

8:00 am |  Grant Special Intention
 (Requested by Anonymous)

Monday, December 13th
12:00 pm | Rosary Makers Guild
 @ St. Francis Hall 

Tuesday, December 14th
7:00 pm | RCIA: A Journey of Faith
 @ Parish Hall

Wednesday, December 15th
7:00 pm | St. Anne Youth
 @ Parish Hall

Thursday, December 16th
6:30 pm | Men's Ministry
 Theology Unhinged
 @ Parish Hall

Saturday, December 18th
5:00 pm | Fr. Leo Morales'
 Mass of Thanksgiving
 @ Church 

C O M I N G  S O O N . . .

Sunday, December 19th
10:00 am | Family Faith Formation
 Family Gathering
 @ Parish Hall

Monday, December 20th
7:00 pm | Needle Arts Ministry
 @ St. Francis Hall 

Thursday, January 6th
6:30 pm | Theology Uncorked
 Epiphany Party
 @ Parish Hall 

Saturday, January 22nd
2:45 pm | Bell Tower Book Club
 The Chronicles of Narnia:
 The Lion, The Witch, 
 & The Wardrobe 
 by C.S. Lewis
 @ St. Anne Hall

CHRISTMAS SEASON 
MASS SCHEDULE

SEE PAGE 5 

NOVEMBER 28TH & 29TH 
COLLECTION: $24,356.47

BEYOND SUNDAY/OTHER: $26,672.50



Faith Formation & Events

FORMATION 
RESOURCES

Take advantage of your FREE
 subscription to FORMED!

Discover all the best Catholic content 
in one place. Entertaining movies, 
enlightening programs, inspiring 

talks, and a great selection of popular 
ebooks—all just a click away!

It’s EASY and FREE to Register!

Visit STANNEBA.FORMED.ORG. 
Enjoy and share with others 

in our local community!

DO YOU WANT TO RECEIVE WEEKLY EMAIL 
UPDATES & TEXT MESSAGE REMINDERS FROM 
THE PARISH? SIMPLY TEXT “JOINSTANNE” 
TO 84576 AND FOLLOW THE LINK!

BE SURE TO TUNE INTO 94.9FM FOR 

FANTASTIC CATHOLIC PROGRAMS 

INCLUDING THE CATHOLIC MAN 

SHOW, OUTSIDE THE WALLS, 

CATHOLIC ENCOUNTERS, & MUCH 

MORE! DOWNLOAD THE APP SO YOU 

CAN LISTEN WHEREVER YOU GO!

Be sure to check out the 
Augustine Institute 
Kiosk located near the 
Welcome Center! It’s 
loaded with amazing 
content that digs 
deep into the beauty 
of Christ’s Church 
including CDs, books 
& pamphlets. 
Donations accepted 
but not required.
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Special Events, News & Opportunities
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Weekly adOratiOn

    VOlunteers needed

THE ALTAR LINEN CARE MINISTRY NEEDS A FEW 

WILLING PEOPLE TO HELP WITH THE WASHING, 

IRONING AND FOLDING OF THE SMALL LINENS 

USED DURING MASS. THE COMMITMENT IS 

FOR ONE MONTH (4 OR 5 WEEKS) OUT OF THE 

YEAR. PICK UP THE LINENS WHEN YOU COME 

TO MASS AND RETURN THEM THE FOLLOWING 

WEEKEND. INSTRUCTIONS PROVIDED. IF YOU 

CAN HELP, PLEASE EMAIL JUDY LALICKER AT 

JUDY@LALICKER.NET OR CALL 918-269-6689.

We are in great need of Adorers! 

Please consider signing up for a 

recurring weekly hour of Eucharistic 

Adoration. Our committed Adorers are 

the only reason we are able to offer 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Monday thru Friday from  9a-9p! If 

you cannot commit to an Holy Hour, 

consider signing up with a friend 

or as a family. Email Gail Hobbs at 

GHobbs4@gmail.com for more info.

MOST PRESSING NEED
WED @ 9A | FRI @ 2P

 
 

 
 
 

go life mobile medical
On the weekend of December 11th & 12th Go 
Life Mobile Medical will be visiting our parish 
with their Fill the Baby Bottle Campaign. We are 
asking each family to take a baby bottle home, 
fill it with your spare change, cash, or checks, 
and bring it back within the next two weekends. 
For additional information on ways you can 
volunteer or donate, please visit golife.org 
or call Karen Guzman at (918) 518-0648.

REGISTER NOW AT FORLIFEANDFAMILY.ORG/



ESL, GED, TOEFL, & 
CITIZEN PREP CLASSES

 are being offered free of charge 
at The Ministry of Compassion!  

CLASSES ARE CURRENTLY IN SESSION
for more information please contact 
SANDRA ALLEN 6741.AMS6@GMAIL.COM

VOLUNTEER INSTRUCTORS NEEDED
PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE NOT REQUIRED

CONTACT  COLLEEN AT C H E L M S@ C C EO K .O R G

301 S. 9TH ST., BROKEN ARROW, OK, 74012 STANNEBA.ORG | FACEBOOK.COM/STANNEBA

MINISTRY HOURS
Tuesday 9a - 1p & 6p - 8p

Wednesday 9a - 1p
Thursday 9a - 1p

1st & 3rd Saturdays 9a - 12p
(Closed on Holidays)

Want to serve those in need?
The Ministry of Compassion 
provides financial aid, grocery 
assistance and free money 
management counseling to 
those in need throughout the 
communities of Broken Arrow and 
Coweta. These great efforts are 
made possible by the parishioners 
of St. Anne! That’s you! Thanks to 
your incredible generosity and 
the hard work of many amazing 
volunteers, this ministry impacts 
the lives of THOUSANDS of families 
each year. We are blessed to 
have a growing outreach that 
shares the love of Christ to many!

The Ministry of Compassion

As our outreach and impact continue to 

grow so does our need for helpful and 

loving volunteers! There are a variety 

of tasks and opportunities even for 

the kids! If you would like to lend a 

hand, please contact Becky Wisdom at 

918.994.1451 or BWisdom@cceok.org.

You can make a huge difference 
just by picking up a few extra 
items at the grocery store and 
dropping them off in the Narthex! 
The currently needed items are: 

THE MINISTRY OF COMPASSION IS 

ALWAYS IN NEED OF TOILETRIES!

THEY CAN USE YOUR HOTEL AND TRAVEL 

FREEBIES SUCH AS SOAP, SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER, AND LOTION. INDIVIDUALS 

IN NEED CAN ALSO USE FREE ITEMS 

FROM THE DENTIST - TOOTHPASTE, 

TOOTHBRUSHES, FLOSS, MOUTHWASH.

C A N N O T  A C C E P T  C L O T H I N G , 
HOUSEWARES, OR SHOPPING BAGS

CEREAL • CANNED GOODS
BABY WIPES • DIAPERS

www.arroweyecare.com

455.0222
71st and Lynn Lane

Arrow Eye Care
Dr. Tracy Tran

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=51820419
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=51820115
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=51820818
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=51820412
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=51820613
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=51820715
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=51820493


BusinessOnline at Diocesan.com/

CALL 1-800-633-1122For Advertising Information

Deborah
Adamson

4008 S. Elm Place, Ste A   

www.primaryeyecareba.com 

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=51820517
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=51820111
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=51820187
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=51820215
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=51820217
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=51820317
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=51820319
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=51820518
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=51820614
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=51820713
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=51820716
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=51820414
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=51820120
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=51820121
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=51820219
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=51820815
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=51820114
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=51820221



