
AS THE WEATHER STARTS
TO CHANGE...
 

Growing our 
Children in Faith

OCTOBER 2019

It is almost time for pumpkin spiced
lattes, long sweaters and boots!  

It's also a good time to review our
inclement weather policies

for St. Leonard Catholic Church and
School 

The days are getting shorter (well, at least the
daylight hours are getting shorter - it never
seems the to-do list reduces at all) and we

start thinking about winter all of that means

to us in southeastern Wisconsin.

 

It seems as if it is a good time to review our

inclement weather policy.  Please remember,

as always, your child's safety while getting

here and while here are the most important

thing.  So, if you feel conditions are not safe to

transport your child to classes, events or

otherwise, please notify us and indicate this

when you call in your child's absence.  

 

When we make decisions to cancel class or

scheduled event:

During the week, inclement weather

decisions are typically made by 2:30 pm /

weekends, as soon as possible

We make every effort to contact WISN

(Channel 12), WITI (Channel 6) and WTMJ

(Channel 4 or 2 depending on your

television provider)

We update our Christian Formation tab on

the parish website (www.stleonards.org)

We make every effort to send an email blast

to families alerting them to the situation

We update our voicemail on the phone

lines indicating what is being cancelled

 

Please do remember any time your child will

be absent contact our office at 262-679-0880.  

We assume your child will be here and

assume responsibility for them unless we have

heard from you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Even though the temperatures haven't dipped too low
yet, it's a matter of time before these views make

an appearance in our area.  Be prepared in advance!

St. Leonard Christian Formation
W173 S7777 Westwood Drive

Muskego, WI  53150



NEW "PRAYER EXPERIENCES" SIGN UP GENIUS
Covered at the Parent Meetings at the start of this year were the new PRAYER

EXPERIENCES replacing the former model of Memorization.  The link to the sign up genius

can be found here (and is a hyperlink in the email sending this around to families).

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4CACA62DA7FF2-prayer

 

Please PLEASE be sure to RSVP to these events.  We need an appropriate count of people

attending for both materials and seating.  Please be sure to give at least five days notice for

your RSVP.  Once spaces are filled, we really cannot accommodate additional attendees.

 

A few questions have come up regarding this new focus.  I've posed them and answered

them below:

 

 

Q. What if you have multiple children - can you, as the parent, attend with more than one

child?  

 

A. YES... If you have a first and third grader and want to attend a session as the parent for

both - GREAT!  But, if you have a first grader and a fourth grader, you would need to attend

one session in the lower elementary with your first grader and one in the upper elementary

with your fourth grader.  

 

Q. Can a fifth grader attend with a lower elementary student?  

 

A. I'm not going to turn away a student from upper elementary if there is an open spot for

them - however, a lower elementary presentation will NOT fulfill the upper elementary

requirement.  If you have any questions on this, please reach out to me.  I'm happy to

explain why.  If there isn't an open spot for this child, please make other arrangements for

them the day of the program.   It would be great if any open spots could be filled by

students needing to attend.  

 

Q. What about the Act of Contrition for those preparing to receive the Sacrament of

Reconciliation for the first time?

 

A. We are learning that in class - it is also found on page 259 in the Second Grade Textbook

- we would encourage parents of any child preparing to receive this sacrament (first time
or other) to review this.  It is found in the back of each student text in the Catholic
Prayers and Practices pages.  

 

Spending time learning with your children is

a great faith sharing opportunity.  Instead of

just reciting words, learn together what they

actually mean.  In today 's busy, fast paced

environment, carving out just a short time for

one on one sharing, even in a large group

setting, is an investment in your relationship

with your child(ren).  JOIN US!



Safe Environment at St. Leonard
In June 2002 the United State Conference of

Catholic Bishops penned a document titled the

Charter for the Protection of Children and Young

People.  This document outlines the need to protect

young people not only within the confines of our

churches and schools but with our families and

communities as well.  You can read the document in

it's entirety here:

 

http://usccb.org/issues-and-action/child-and-

youth-protection/upload/Charter-for-the-

Protection-of-Children-and-Young-People-2018-

final.pdf

 

The greatest prevention for children is two-fold -

awareness of what the signs of for children who

might be vulnerable to abuse and the signs of a

potential perpetrator.  While most of us think of

"stranger danger" as the primary concern (and it IS a

concern) statistics show us a child is far more likely

to be abused by someone known to the family. 

 Recently available statistics tell us that only 10% of

abuse is committed by someone not known to the

victim - this leaves a whopping 90% of cases

involving a known individual.  

 

Talk to your children about healthy relationships. 

 Let them know you are always there for them.  Let

them know you will always advocate for them.  By

providing role models of healthy relationships in

your own home you are giving them the tools to

identify something that makes them feel

uncomfortable.   As a facilitator of the Safe

Environment program through the Archdiocese of

Milwaukee, I tell adults - children aren't born

knowing how to talk about this.  We don't go to math

class once and learn everything from basic addition

to complex theorems.  Each lesson builds upon the

last one.  So goes our interactions with other people.  

This is an ongoing conversation for parents and

children throughout a lifetime.

 

Safe Environment

Requirements
 

If you are available to help in any capacity with

youth, there are criteria that must be met - the

first being attending a Safe Environment live

training scheduled at various locations

throughout the Archdiocese.  We host several

sessions here at St. Leonard each year as well.

 

When registering for a session, you will need to

set aside ten to fifteen minutes as you will need

to:

 

1) Find a session and RSVP to that session

2) Read the Code of Ethical Standards for Church

Leaders paying particular attention to Section

Three  which deals with contact with minors (this

document is 15 pages long).  You need to click the

acknowledgement after reading.

3) Read the Mandatory Reporting

Responsibilities (this document is two pages

long) and click the acknowledgement after

reading

4) Review and answer a series of questions

regarding any past experiences you have

volunteering with youth - and - that you

understand the expectations set forth by the

Archdiocese in conduct 

4) Complete your personal information for a

background check.  

 

Once you attend a live training, your background

check is sent through to Selection.com (an online

company).  The background check can take

anywhere from 12 hours to a week or longer to

be returned.  It is reviewed by the site

coordinator.  Once all criteria have been met, an

individual is cleared - or not - to work with youth.  

This certification has to be renewed every five

years. 

 

If you have any questions on 

Safe Environment practices, 

please do not hesitate to 

contact me at the Parish Office 

262-679-1773, ext. 52.

 

 



Family Enrichment Calendar Published

The Family Enrichment Calendar is now published - information on the various

enrichment offerings can be found by going to our website at: www.stleonards.org and

clicking on the Christian Formation tab.  On this drop down menu you will find an

"Enrichment Offerings" heading.  Click here for details.

 

ALL enrichments now require an RSVP - you can RSVP for a session by clicking on the link

to the signupgenius (this is a DIFFERENT link than the Prayer Experiences link).  You can

easily change your RSVP if the need arises.

 

Please note: we carefully consider the age of participants when scheduling these sessions.  If a

grade level is listed above your child's for a topic you might consider attending , ask us for

more information.  We try to offer a variety of programs, some with larger appeal than

others, some with messages that are targeted for a specific age range.  We are happy to

assist you in making a selection - just contact us!  

 

Additional Enrichment Offerings will be added as the year progresses - please be sure to

check the website - and the link to the Signupgenius can also be found there.

 

You will receive a reminder notice from Signupgenius directly a few days prior to the

event.  

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4CACA62DA7FF2-christian3

 

 

Relationships are like a garden
- they need tending.  This
includes our relationships with
our children.    People are super
busy these days - both children
and parents.  Carve out some
time to spend one on one, even
if it's 15 minutes, with your
child.  The investment in them
is far greater than any
portfolio we have.

 
 


