
 

Father Dan’s Bulletin Column 

The Feast of the Assumption of Mary - August 15 

 

This weekend on Saturday, August 15, we Catholics celebrate this festival in honor of Mary’s 
Assumption, her “resurrection.”  We believe that she has already experienced the resurrection of 
the body, that she is present in heaven body and soul.  Her destiny foreshadows our destiny…we 
truly believe that we will all one day be raised up by the power of Jesus’ resurrection.  Mary already 
experiences this marvelous destiny.  This belief gives rise to another title of Mary, “Queen of 
Heaven.” 

 

The dogma (solemn teaching) that Mary was taken body and soul into heaven was promulgated by 
Pope Pius 12

th
 on November 1, 1950.  This is an example of a pope teaching infallibly.  However, 

this teaching did not originate in 1950.  It is an ancient belief. 

 

The Bible gives us no information about Mary’s death.  Because of that different beliefs arose in the 
church in later centuries.  Some held that Mary never died, but “fell asleep” and was taken to the 
Lord.  This belief is called the “Dormition” of Mary and is widely held by Orthodox Catholics.  There 
is a church dedicated to the Dormition of Mary in Jerusalem.  Others believed that she actually died 
and that there was a funeral service and burial.  

 

The papal decree on the Assumption of Mary takes no position on the ancient disagreement about 
whether Mary actually died or whether she “fell asleep” in the Lord.  This is a gesture of ecumenical 
friendship to the Eastern Orthodox who hold firmly to the Dormition.  Furthermore, the dogma is not 
just about Mary.  It also is about all of us – a reaffirmation of our belief of the exalted destiny of both 
our bodies and our souls.  We have a high destiny.  Therefore we should treat all humans with a 
sense of dignity and respect that comes from God, not from our human preoccupations. 

 

This year August 15 is not holy day of obligation because it falls on a Saturday. Though the 
obligation is waived, parishes are encouraged to promote feast day celebrations.  Therefore we are 
scheduling a morning mass at 9:00am on Saturday for all who wish to keep this exquisite feast of 
Mary.  The Mass is open to the public and you do not need to make a reservation.  We will also live
-stream the Mass on our Facebook page.   

 

 

 

 


