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 Everything!  How many encounters in Scripture do we have with the word love?  How many 
times do we use the word in everyday life? And how often do we let ourselves bravely or intentionally 

or shyly say: I love you?  Since this is the month of St. Valentine and red cards from Hallmark and too 
many chocolates and thousands of red roses ~ let’s explore the word and the very concept of love. 

 “In this is love: not that we have loved God, but that God loved us and sent his Son as 

expiation for our sins.” (1 John 4:10). There you have it. That expresses why I said ‘everything’ in 
answer to Tina Turner’s question.  Often we mere mortals get so wrapped up in our navel gazing, self-

inventory lives that we forget that it is GOD who takes the initiative in our lives!   
God breathed the universe into existence as a magnanimous expression of God’s very nature.  I 

know I’ve written in the past about my fascination with all things celestial from planets to comets, 

nebulae, stars and black holes.  All from creative power of God!  On Christmas Day 2021 NASA 
launched the James Webb space telescope that will scan the universe with images 100 times more 

probing than those taken by the Hubble telescope.  Imagine the marvels and mysteries to be 
discovered!  Yet when you ponder the scope of outer space and simultaneously consider that God 

loves YOU amid all that celestial splendor, don’t you just shrink with humility?  Our galaxy, the 

Milky Way, is 100,000 light years across, contains perhaps 400 billion stars and is at least 13 billion 

years old. And who is lil’ ole me in comparison to the Milky Way, just one of an estimated 200 

billion galaxies in the universe? Who am I or any of us? We are God’s beloved children, including 
God’s beloved Son who commands us to love one another. 

We humans often think we are faithful Catholics and good disciples because of our charitable 
works or daily prayer routine or parish involvement. But consider this ~ even having been baptized as 

an infant, ultimately I am who I am as a believer because it was God who gave my parents the gift of 

our faith. And they gave it to their five children. It was God who called me to live the Gospel in the 
footsteps of Francis and Clare. God is the One who inspires new music compositions or homilies or 

even new dishes for our community meals.  Francis, for example, was overwhelmed with the profound 
gift of the Lord’s life on the Cross; the image of Christ Crucified shaped the latter half of his life! 

Married people can say ‘we met on line’ or ‘at a picnic’ or whatever. But in the Catholic view of the 

Sacrament of Marriage, it is the action of God that ultimately drew this couple together and gave them 
the great gifts of faith and love.  The Judaeo-Christian tradition is filled with thousands of years of 

God moving among humans, their acceptance and rejection of God’s grace, and this is how we end up 
with the Church as she presently is: a grandiose mixture of divine presence and human weakness. How 

else could she have survived over two millenia without the guidance, forgiveness and power of God? 



Saint Clement of Rome was pope from 

88 to 99.  In his letter to the people of Corinth 
he wrote: Who can express the binding power 

of divine love? Who can 

find words for the 
splendor of its beauty? 

Beyond all description 
are the heights to which 

it lifts us. Love unites us 

to God; it cancels 
innumerable sins, has no 

limits to its endurance, 
bears everything patiently. Love is neither 

servile nor arrogant. It does not provoke 

schisms or form cliques, but always acts in 
harmony with others. By love all God’s chosen 

ones have been sanctified and without love, it 
is impossible to please God.  Out of love the 

Lord took us to himself; because Christ loved 

us and it was God’s will, our Lord gave his 
life’s blood for us, gave his body for our body, 

his soul for our soul.  Aren’t those beautiful 
words? Yet can they fully describe God’s love 

and the experiences we have of that love? 

I can think of many relationships I have 
that are wholesome and mutual love, some 

within my own family and many more outside 
the family. Each is unique and worthy of 

respect.  I sometimes look at individuals 

who’ve landed in my heart and wonder how 
they got there. Don’t you? Why, but for God’s 

grace, would I know people around the world 
in every economic strata, religion and myriad 

other backgrounds?  I love the infinite variety 

of people in my heart because they show me 
the limitless and creative love of our God. Take 

an honest look at the people in your life and 
you may be delightfully surprised at the variety 

of humanity God has given you. 

Since it is February, how about if we 
take a quick look at Valentine’s Day on the 14th 

of this month?  Ancient Rome celebrated a 
fertility festival on February 15, Lupercalia, 

when young women placed their names in an 
urn, young men chose a name and that couple 

would be romantically linked for the next year. 

A Roman version of The Dating Game?  
Maybe if you were an ancient Roman.  But just 

who was Saint Valentine and was he a real 
person? According to some legends Valentine 

was a bishop of Terni, Italy who was beheaded 

during the reign of Claudius II. He secretly 
married people when marriage with Christians  

was forbidden in parts of the Empire. He wrote 

letters to his jailer’s daughter. See how those 
disparate elements can be blended over years? 

Gelasius I (pope 492-496) changed that ancient 
Roman lottery to have both women and men 

draw names of saints they were to emulate for 

a year; the patron of that feast was Valentine. 
The tradition to give out handwritten messages 

grew from that custom. In the Middle Ages 
people believed that birds chose their partners 

in mid-February, so that was yet another layer 

of love for a special day. People began to 
observe the custom of writing love letters and 

sending small gifts to their beloveds. St. 
Valentine was dropped from the Roman 

Catholic calendar of saints in the 1969 revision. 

So was St. Christopher but people still have 
medals of him in their cars. People will believe 

what they need to believe. By the way, 
Hallmark estimates 163,00,000 cards are sold 

for February 14 and that doesn’t count the little 

ones kids exchange in schools. Valentine’s Day 
is also celebrated in Mexico, Canada, Britain, 

France, Australia, Denmark, Italy, Bulgaria, 
South Korea and more. That’s rather amazing 

when you consider St. Valentine is most likely 

based on legends and customs.  
The world needs love almost as much 

as water and food, and humans were not 
created to be alone.  If you ask the most 

hardened of hearts what she or he needs the 

most, it will be something akin to being 
accepted, being loved. Why else would 

millions of people spend millions of dollars for 
those red, flirty, funny or romantic greeting 

cards? Is it just because custom dictates those 

greetings? Is it due to advertising campaigns, 
card companies, florists and other enterprises?  

Another idea I’ve mulled over: societies 
need holidays, even artificial ones, to break up 

the everyday rhythms of life. October has 
Halloween, November it’s Thanksgiving, 4th of 

July is a summer highlight, St. Valentine and 

St. Patrick give people a winter break for fun, 
Christmas absorbs months of attention and on 

and on. Isn’t it fascinating to see how many 
secular holidays have their origins in religious 



events or people? How many green beer 

drinkers on March 17 really know St. Patrick’s 
story? Or the background of Mardi Gras? We 

friars here celebrate holidays, and very well I 

might add. Everyone needs these special events 
that add a little pizazz and festivity to life. 

Now – the serious business of love. In 
biblical literature there are three kinds of love: 

eros, the physical love in marriage; philos, the 

warm affection we experience in friendships 
and agape, considered the highest form of love 

because it is understood to be the unique nature 
of God. Agape is the word used in John 3:16 ~ 

God so loved the world that he gave his only 

Son… And that is the totality of our faith. God 
took the initiative to create and to give life; his 

beloved Son carried out his mission when he 
gave his life’s blood for us, gave his body for 

our body, his soul for our soul. (St. Clement) 

We carry out the Lord’s mission by virtue of 
our Baptism. The challenge is to love as Christ 

loved us from the Cross – he loved completely!  
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. once wrote 

that "Love is the greatest force in the universe. 

It is the heartbeat of the moral cosmos. Those 
who love are participants in the being of 

God."  His words ring true some fifty years 
later and are like those of Saint Clement of 

Rome; they summarize our own mission to 

bring the presence and love of God to others.  
You don’t need a degree in theology to 

care about people. Often the simplest gesture 
done with love can heal a broken heart. Smile 

at someone in a store and it may be the only 

recognition of human dignity he or she receives 
all day.  Someone once asked St. Teresa of 

Calcutta how one can bring about world peace 
and she responded: “What can you do to 

promote world peace? Go home and love your 

family.” So hug your kids tonight. Help an 
older person onto the bus. Say “Good morning” 

to that guy who begs by the train station every 
day. Volunteer to collect food for a pantry. 

Help with the dishes. Clean up someone’s 
mess. Hold the hand of a lonely friend. Call a 

homebound neighbor during the fierce days of 

winter or prepare them a casserole. Offer 
encouragement to a student or offer    support 

to a co-worker. Dry the tears of a widow. 
Comfort someone in Covid isolation.  

Love flows freely from our hearts and 

you don’t need to do a workshop to learn how 
to do that. Parents love their newborns and 

somehow learn to distinguish a sick cry or a 

hungry cry or a dirty diaper cry. Love in action 
needs no words. That is the essence, the being, 

the very heart of our Creator. And we are filled 
with that essence! We are called to give it 

away. By love all God’s chosen ones have been 

sanctified. We are holy because every human 
being is of God. And that is the core of seeing 

what is possible when people work together to 
bring about peace, whether it’s on the world 

stage or talking with a neighbor who doesn’t 

take care of his yard. It's easy to flip out quotes 
about love but to concretely love can seem like 

a walk to Calvary when it demands brave 
actions we may not be used to doing, like 

volunteering in a shelter for homeless people. 

Remember Sonnet 43 by Elizabeth Barrett 
Browing: 

 
How do I love thee? Let me count the ways. 

I love thee to the depth and breadth and height 

My soul can reach, when feeling out of sight 
For the ends of being and ideal grace. 

 
 There are numerous ways to express 

love as believers. And every day in our 

community prayer one of us friars offers an 
intention that God bless all the people who 

support our way of life, our well-being and our 
various ministries here. There are innumerable  

ways to love and this is one of our Franciscan 

customs – to lift up to God every day those 
who first love us, those who support us 

throughout the years. We celebrate 175 years 
of Christ present at St. Peter’s and YOU are the 

foundation of that longevity. It is your constant 

care during wars, the darkness of Covid 19, up 
and down economic times and shifts in the 

Church herself that empower us Friars Minor 
to do God’s work among you. We love you 

because you first loved us. And that is the 
essence of God ~ love flowing from Love. 

Watch for coming events to celebrate 

those 175 years and uh, Happy Valentine’s 
Day! May God fill your life with peace, love, 

all that is good, and some Fanny May Pixies.                                        
                           Fr.Bob Hutmacher, ofm 


