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Have I made myself clear? Is the 

Franciscan approach to LIFE in all stages 

clear? Is there any doubt in your mind that we 

have more than a problem in these United 

States of America that are far, far from being 

united?  If you don’t live in the city of 

Chicago, you still know what goes on all over 

the country. We frequently make national 
news because of displays of anger that lead to 

death. Death. An end of life itself. 

This country is in the throes of debate 

about Roe vs. Wade and no one knows (as of 

May 23) how the Supreme Court will vote. It 

has caused a storm of protests and angry 

demonstrations from both sides of the issue 

of abortion. But I address another life issue. 

At 10:00 p.m. on Thursday, May 19 a 

huge fight broke out at State Street and 

Chicago Avenue. This corner is a major hub 

of urban life – a Red Line subway station 

brings thousands of people to the Gold Coast, 

a few blocks from the Magnificent Mile. On 

the north side of Chicago Ave. is a 

McDonald’s and on the south side, Frances 

Xavier Warde School and Holy Name 

Cathedral.  A fight broke out between two 

groups of people, a gun was pulled and nine 

people were shot, two of whom died. Among 

all the photographs of this event online I 

spotted two very striking ones. In one a 

young woman aimed her phone at a victim on 

a gurney and was smiling; the other – a man 

was photographing from inside the school as 

men fought not three feet away outside.  

What do those photos say to you? Have we 

become so used to shootings that it’s just 

another form of entertainment? Are we so 

calloused by the frequency of killing that it’s 

almost a normal part of daily, urban life? 

A few days before this incident near 

the cathedral, a 17-year-old shot and killed a 

16-year-old right in front of Cloudgate, 

referred to as Chicago’s Bean in Millennium 

Park, a major place for thousands of people 

to gather and enjoy the beauty of our city.  
How many distraught mothers do we have to 

watch on television?  How many young lives 

end tragically before they’ve even begun 

adulthood? The night after the May 19 melee 

a man tried to enter the park with a gun. 

When confronted, he fired at officers who 

shot him and pursued him all the way to the 

River Walk.  

Do you realize that since January 

2022 there have been at least 200 mass 

shootings in the U.S.? Do you also realize 

that our society has more than one definition 

of ‘mass shooting’?  Some define a mass 

shooting as one that involves 4 or more 

victims in one location. The FBI defines a 

mass shooting the same way but makes 

distinctions between public and private 

places. The May 19 incident on Chicago 

Avenue is not considered a mass shooting 

because although 9 were shot, only 2 died. 

Multiple homicides from armed robbery, 

gang warfare, etc. are labeled mass shootings. 

However, distinctions are made when they 

take place in a school, house of worship, 

businesses, outdoor concerts, private homes 

and others – because each of these places is 

characterized by different kinds of motives. 

Richard Berk writes about these distinctions 

for the Department of Criminology at the 

University of Pennsylvania and has much to 



say about them and the state of this country. 

Professor Berk wrote that “mass shootings 

should be understood within the broader 

context of gun violence in the United States.” 

I agree. The proliferation of violence 

involving guns is exasperating. There are 

many reasons for the increase. 

The Center for Gun Violence 

Solutions lists these as the causes of gun 

violence in impacted communities of color: 

1. Income inequality 

2. Poverty 

3. Underfunded public housing 

4. Under-resourced public services 

5. Underperforming schools 

6. Lack of opportunity and  

perceptions of hopelessness 

7. Easy access to firearms by high-risk 

people 

This Center for Gun Violence Solutions is 

part of Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of 

Public Health. They conduct “rigorous 

research and use advocacy to implement 

evidence-based, equitable policies and 

programs that will prevent gun violence in 

our communities.” This multidisciplinary 

approach brings experts together in a   

common search for implementing solutions 

to gun violence. Racial inequity in the U.S. is 

one powerful reason for frequent experiences 

of violent behavior in communities of color. 

Institutionalized oppression does not breed 

love and freedom, by any means. The 

fundamental research the Center sponsors 

deals with this area and finds proper solutions 

and how to implement the findings  

 One of the fascinating areas the 

Center researches is firearm laws across the 

U.S.  They write “there is a major flaw in 

federal firearm laws in the U.S. and most 

state laws; prohibited purchasers can acquire 

firearms from unlicensed private sellers 

without subjecting themselves to background 

checks and record-keeping requirements. 

Violent criminals and traffickers exploit this 

weakness with fatal consequences. Part of 

their research in this area alone found that 

“when states augment CBC (complete 

background checks) with mandatory 

licensing or permitting of handgun 

purchasers, lives are saved by lower rates of 

firearm-involved homicides, fatal mass 

shootings and suicides.  

 75% of adults in our country support 

laws requiring handgun purchasers to obtain 

a license from a law enforcement agency. 

These may deter straw purchases – when an 

eligible person buys a firearm for a prohibited 

person or for someone who does not want 

their name attached to the transfer. These 

kinds of laws do prevent violence. Such laws 

often delay impulsive acquisition of a gun 

that may be used for violent actions.  

 I’m baffled by U.S. legislatures that 

misconstrue (in my humble opinion) the 2nd 

Amendment. I just do not believe the 

founders of this country had in mind that it’s 

fine for an underage kid to carry an M-16 or 

AR-15 through city streets without being 

stopped by law enforcement. Illinois just 

outlawed ‘ghost guns’, those weapons 

purchased online that are untraceable; but 

why do many legislators fail to outlaw assault 

weapons? They are made for one purpose 

only – to kill human beings.  

 The Brenner Center for Justice 

published an article in April, 2021, “Address 

Gun Violence by Going After the Root 

Cause”.  The U. S. reports the 28th highest 

rate of gun deaths in the world, with an aver-

age of 39 people shot and killed by another 

person daily. Most homicides are instances of 

daily gun violence, not mass shootings which 

make up less than 1% of all U.S. gun deaths. 

Black Americans make up the largest share 

of those killed by guns, suffering 

nearly 10 times more gun homicides and 

15 times more gun assaults than white Amer-

icans. This disproportionate impact cannot 

be divorced from institutional racism: studies 

have found that segregation, gender hier-

archy, disinvestment, and poverty  all 

increase the risk  increase the risk of 

homicide victimization for black people. The 

federal government must address economic 

inequality and invest in programs that help 

clean up and refurbish neighborhoods so 

people can see beauty and not blight. Welfare 

reform has been needed for years so social 

services touch those most in need but guard 
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against those who take advantage of the 

systems. Opioid deaths have risen 

dramatically in the past three years. The CDC 

reports that opioids are involved in 72.9% of 

overdose deaths – 49,860 human lives! The 

Midwest had the highest increases in deaths 

involving psychostimulants. Not one of our 

50 states experienced a significant decrease 

in overdose death from 2018-2019. 

           The Covid pandemic removed 

physical contact and social interaction – both 

terribly detrimental to mental well-being. 

And for those who were in mental stress 

before the onset of Covid, those two factors 

alone created a perfect storm for escaping to 

a kind of Never Never Land existence that 

afforded a perfectly imagined place of 

acceptance or some semblance of order in 

life.  Pain and isolation were amplified, 

anxiety heightened and hopelessness blinded 

thousands of us; but thousands of others 

descended into depression, darkness and 

death.  

I fully understand guns for hunting 

when the game taken is necessary for food. I 

was stationed in northern Wisconsin, and I 

learned what a large deer can mean to a 

family and even community. That’s a whole 

different ‘thing’ than having an assault 

weapon to kill opponents. Paragraph 2264 of 

the Catechism of the Catholic Church states: 

"Love toward oneself remains a fundamental 

principle of morality. Therefore, it is 

legitimate to insist on respect for one's own 

right to life. Someone who defends his life is 

not guilty of murder even if he is forced to 

deal his aggressor a lethal blow…” Hunting 

and self-defense are not gang warfare. 

The pandemic and isolation 

demanded of everyone in those first dark 

days caused a huge surge in the purchase of 

handguns, mainly because of fear. So many 

people are killed by handguns in the U.S. 

every day! Yet our Church, the Body of 

Christ, has only a few bishops who have 

spoken boldly against gun violence, among 

them Cardinal Blase Cupich of Chicago and 

Bishops Mark Seitz of El Paso, Texas and 

Edward Braxton of Belleville, IL.  Pax 

Christi has been very vocal about the need for 

reforms. And Pope Francis has, for years, 

spoken vociferously about guns to the point 

that when in Chile a few years ago, he called 

for a world-wide ban on all guns! This year 

he called for a truce in Ukraine for Easter and 

Francis is quite aware of the U.S. and its 

proliferation of handguns.  

Once upon a time a man came to me 

in the confessional and told me outright that 

“I’m packing right now.” In fall of 1993 I was 

preaching here and a couple approached the 

sanctuary then actually came up the steps by 

our pulpit. Four men in the pews jumped up, 

expecting the worst. In 2016 I was pistol-

whipped by three young men and bore the 

ugly cuts and bruises for a few weeks. So I 

know a teeny bit of what fear is in the 

presence of a gun. But the friar I am refuses 

to believe that another gun is a proper 

deterrent and I refuse to even touch a gun. 

Refuse. I understand self-defense. I 

understand firearms used for hunting of game 

for food. But I live in a city where children 

kill other children accidentally and on 

purpose with handguns. I live in a country 

that daily watches mothers screaming “My 

baby! They shot my baby!” I live in a world 

that decries violence at times, and yet 

simultaneously promotes an attitude that 

human life is disposable. I live in a Church 

built on commandments to love enemies and 

to work for justice and peace, yet many of her 

leaders are silent on gun control. Silence is 

assent.  

Elie Wiesel once wrote: “The 

opposite of love is not hate, it’s indifference. 

The opposite of art is not ugliness, it’s 

indifference. The opposite of faith is not 

heresy, it’s indifference. And the opposite of 

life is not death, it’s indifference.” We know 

the great command of Jesus. Make a 

difference in your heart and attitudes about 

guns, violence and hate in all forms. When 

we are people of peace every day, the world 

changes. May God give you peace. Always.  

 

       Fr. Bob Hutmacher, ofm   


