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St. Joseph’s 
Messenger 
 

A BULLETIN FOR INSPIRING 

SCHOOL FAMILIES 

“GROUNDED IN THE TRADITION OF THE  
CATHOLIC CHURCH, ST. JOSEPH’S SCHOOL  
IS A COMMUNITY DEDICATED TO FORMING  
DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST THROUGH  
FAITH, ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE, AND  
SERVICE TO OTHERS.”   
    

Notes from Fr. Seth 
 

The first thing I want to let you know is that I 
am praying for all of you families as you work 
with your children in their distance learning. 
Our teachers do great work, but you parents also 
have a lot of new work to do helping your 
children with this new endeavor.  You can do it!  

I also miss seeing your children in the 
school, teaching them, and having Mass with 
them.  It will be a great joy when we get through 
this and reunite with one another.  Life has 
changed for all of us in the last several weeks, 
and it may have some of us asking where God is 
in all of this.  Why would God allow something 
like a pandemic?  

Certainly, God never wills evil, and we 
would call this a pandemic a natural evil – 
meaning it isn’t willed by humans, it isn’t sin. 
So why would God allow this natural evil to take 
place which is affecting most everyone around 
the world? God never allows something like this 
to happen without an opportunity for good to 
come from it.  

I think if we look at some of the side 
effects of this pandemic – particularly 
cancelation of many activities/being at home, 
and suspension of public Masses – we might 
begin to see some opportunities God is giving us 
to bring about some good.  With virtually every 
activity being cancelled, schooling being done 
by distance learning, and being told we should 

stay home, families have had no choice but to 
spend time together as a family.  

We live such busy lives with the 
multitude of opportunities for our children to be 
involved in virtually any activity, and the 
busyness that can come with many of our jobs; it 
has become the norm for most families that they 
are running from one thing to the next.  We have 
an opportunity to make the most of this time 
together as families, to strengthen our bond as 
families, and to come to the realization that apart 
from God, nothing is more important than our 
families.  

Cherish this time together, and let it 
change the way we live as families once 
restrictions are lifted and all of those 
opportunities for busyness come right back. 
With the suspension of Masses I think we are 
now being given the opportunity to actually be 
strengthened in our faith in Jesus.  We now have 
a greater hunger and thirst for the Eucharist, 
being together as a church, and worshipping 
Jesus in the way He gave us – the Mass.  Before 
this pandemic it was much easier to either go 
through the motions of coming to Mass or even 
decide not to go to Mass.  We are now feeling in 
our hearts what we are missing with no public 
Masses, so please God let our desire for you 
now remain once public Masses start again so 
we may worship Jesus with vigor and resolve. 
This is going to be the oddest Holy week and 
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Easter ever, but remember Jesus Christ has died 
for our sins, and He has been raised from the 
dead so that we may have hope of living with 
Him in Heaven. May 

the Lord strengthen our families, and strengthen 
our faith in Him.                                   God 
Bless.  Fr. Seth  

 
Important Church days in April 
 

5 - Palm Sunday - Mass @ 10:30 am 

9 - Holy Thursday - Mass at 7 pm 

10 - Good Friday - Service at 3 pm 

11 - Holy Saturday - Mass at 8:45 pm 

12 - Easter Sunday of the Resurrection 

       Of the Lord - Mass @ 10:30 

19 - Divine Mercy Sunday 

25 - St. Mark  

 

Participating in Mass from Home 
Another new challenge that we are facing is that (until at least April 30) we are not able to 
celebrate Mass as a group at church.  Fr. Seth is live - streaming Mass on Facebook Live every 
day at 9 am (except for the alternate times listed above)!  Check out the St. Joseph’s Church 
group page for Mass and tons of other info (Mass prayers, Spiritual Communion Prayer, Rosary 
links, etc.)  If you do not have Facebook, you can also get connected to Mass by going to 
www.stjosephscatholic.org and scroll down to the “Info at a Glance” area.  Once there, click on 
www.facebook.com/stjosephschurchandschool. 
 

If you are on Facebook: Start looking for Mass early! The most success we've seen is when 
people are turning on their computers 10 or 15 minutes before Mass starts. Use this extra time to 
be sure you are in the correct Facebook location and have items like pre-printed prayer cards 
ready. Father Seth begins the Facebook Live at approximately 8:55 am to give everyone a chance 
to join the live video.  The video will stay up for 24 hours until a new Mass is offered the next 
day. 
 

Perhaps as a family, you can find time to dedicate 30 minutes of your day to participate in the 
Mass from home.  What a beautiful way to grow closer to our families and to the Lord during 
this new and difficult time.  The next page of our Messenger has a few tips that might help you 
and your family as you participate in a new way.  

 

A few other ways that our families can grow in faith: 
Praying the Rosary together (even a decade!) 

Read the Bible as a family 
Pray out loud  

Talk about your blessings at the dinner table 
Watch a kids program on Formed.org as a family 

 
Fear not, I am with you; be not dismayed; I am your God.  

I will strengthen you, and help you,  
and uphold you with my right hand of justice. 

Isaiah 41:10 

http://www.stjosephscatholic.org/
http://www.facebook.com/stjosephschurchandschool
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Divine Mercy Sunday 

 
Divine Mercy Sunday is celebrated on the Second Sunday of Easter(This year it is April 19).  It 
is based on the revelations of St. Faustina Kowalska, which she kept in a private journal.  This 
journal was later published.  Some of the main teachings are: asking for God’s mercy, being 

merciful to others, and completely trusting in Jesus.  In 1931, our Lord appeared to St. Faustina 
in a vision and asked her to have an image painted that looked like this vision.  He asked that it 

had the signature “Jesus, I Trust In You” on the image.  
 

TheDivineMercy.org has a wealth of information about this topic!  Check it out! 
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 Virtues in Practice - Saints for April 
Each month, ALL St. Joseph’s School students will learn about the “virtue of the 

month” and about saints that exemplify this particular virtue.  Although the virtue 
will be the same for each class, the saints will be different among some grade levels. 

April Virtue:  JUSTICE  Justice is being fair and giving each person his/her due.. 

SAINT ANTHONY OF PADUA (1195-1231, Italy)   St. Anthony 
of Padua followed the ideas of St. Francis. He became very 
famous for his preaching.  St. Anthony became well known 
for being a fair and just man. Today some people ask St. 
Anthony to pray with them to help them find things that 
are lost.  His feast day is June 13.  

  

SAINT KATHARINE DREXEL (1858-1955, United States) 
St. Katharine Drexel was born into a wealthy family, and 
when she grew up, she inherited much of her family’s 
fortune. Moved by faith in God and the injustice suffered 
by many people in our country, she used much of her 
money to help create schools for Native American and 
African American children throughout 13 states, including 
Xavier University in New Orleans.   Her feast day is  March 3.  

 

ST. THOMAS MORE (1478-1535, England)  St. Thomas More was 
a scholar, lawyer, writer, and Lord Chancellor of England.  He 
became one of King Henry VIII’s most trusted advisors. 
However, when Henry VIII declared himself the head of the 
church in England (instead of the Pope), he demanded that all 
people in his kingdom swear an oath of submission to this law 
or face execution. St. Thomas More refused to  place  God and 
the Catholic Church above the king.  Because he stood firm in 

his belief,  he was executed by order of Henry VIII.      His feast day is June 22. 

                         FAITH is believing in God and all He has revealed.     

                               A VIRTUE is a good habit that leads us toward God. 
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