JANUARY 2021 VOL. 22

St. Joseph’s
Messenger

A BULLETIN FOR INSPIRING JOSEPH’S SCHOOL IS A COMMUNITY DEDICATED TO FORMING
SCHOOL FAMILIES DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST THROUGH FAITH, ACADEMIC

EXCELLENCE, AND SERVICE TO OTHERS.”

Notes from Fr. Blake

Prior to celebrating Mass for the Immaculate Conception on December 8, I was
looking at news on my phone when I came across an article informing that Pope
& Francis proclaimed that this year would be the Year of St. Joseph. From
041 December 8 of 2020 until December 8 of 2021, the Church will honor St.

$% Joseph in a particular way. Popes often proclaim topics for different years. In
recent history, we have celebrated a Year of Faith, a Year of Mercy, a Year of
- the Eucharist, and a Year of the Priest. In choosing a topic or person for a
. particular year, the faithful are invited to focus on this topic or person and be

built up in their relationship with God and His Church. When I received this

news, [ was pretty excited. Knowing that St. Joseph is the patron of our Catholic School, I was
thinking we should do our best to respond faithfully to this invitation and strengthen our
relationship with St. Joseph. Pope Francis named this year the Year of St. Joseph because 150
years ago Pope Pius IX proclaimed St. Joseph the patron of the Universal Church.

In looking at the Scriptures, we know that one word of St. Joseph is not recorded. In
knowing this fact, we may think it difficult to enter into relationship with him. At the same time,
we know that the Church’s tradition highlights qualities of St. Joseph which we are called to
imitate. The Church has highlighted his humility, his servant heart and hard work, and his love
for his family. Focusing on St. Joseph and these qualities can help the world to know the love of
God today.

As we begin this Year of St. Joseph, I encourage you to display a picture or statue of St.
Joseph in your home. You can find a print or statue on the internet, and it does not need to be
expensive. If the kids ask why you are displaying the print or statue, you can explain that this is
the Year of St. Joseph and Pope Francis has asked us to honor him. You can also recall that he
is the patron of our school and that it is important that we strengthen our relationship with him.
To begin the celebration for this year, as you pray with your family, you could read from the
beginning of Matthew’s Gospel, in particular 1:18-2:23. Then you could pose the following
questions: “What can we learn from St. Joseph? How should we be like him?” This exercise
could be a great way to begin the Year of St. Joseph. The Church has given us a lot of ways to
honor him this year. I plan to share more ways as the year continues. St. Joseph, patron of the
Universal Church, pray for us!

May the peace of the Lord be with you always.

Fr. Blake
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Feast Days in January

1 - Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of 21- St. Agnes

God (Holy Day of Obligation- Mass Times__) 22 - Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of
2 - Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen Unborn Children

3 - Epiphany of the Lord 25 - The Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle

4 - Elizabeth Ann Seton 28 - St. Thomas Aquanias

10 - The Baptism of the Lord

Liturgical Color of the SeaSon = White

White symbolizes joy, purity,light, and triumph. It is used in the seasons of Christmas, Easter,

Feasts of the Lord (other than his Passion) and Mary, the angels, and saints who were not martyrs.

The Year of Saint JoSeph

On the Feast of the Immaculate Conception on December 8, 2020, Pope Francis released a new Apostolic
Letter titled Patris corde. (This translates to “With A Father’s Heart”). He describes St. Joseph as a
beloved, tender, courageous and obedient father. This year marks the 150th anniversary of Blessed Pope
Pius IX’s declaration of St. Joseph as the Patron Saint of the Universal Church. We will celebrate a
special “Year of St. Joseph” until the Feast of the Immaculate Conception 2021. Find out more info here:
Year of St. Joseph. Pope Francis says that he has recited a prayer to St. Joseph for over forty years. He

encourages all of us to pray to St. Joseph daily.

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted his only Son;

in you Mary placed her trust;
with you Christ became man.

Blessed Joseph, to us too,
show yourself a father
and guide us in the path of life.
Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage,
and defend us from even evil. Amen.

Why do images of St. Joseph
often show him holding a lily?
a. St. Joseph was a skilled
gardener.
b. Mary and Joseph displayed
lilies in their home.
c. The lily is a sign of
Josephbs purity.
d. St. Joseph gave Mary a
lily at their wedding.



https://aleteia.org/2020/12/08/pope-francis-declares-a-year-of-st-joseph-starting-today/




