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St. Joseph’s Messenger
A BULLETIN FOR INSPIRING

SCHOOL FAMILIES

“GROUNDED IN THE TRADITION OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, ST.
JOSEPH’S SCHOOL IS A COMMUNITY DEDICATED TO FORMING
DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST THROUGH FAITH, ACADEMIC
EXCELLENCE, AND SERVICE TO OTHERS.”

FR. BLAKE’S FILES

As we begin another
year together, I am
grateful for the past year
and a half as the pastor
of our school
community and our two
parishes.  I have been
getting to know some of
you, and it has been a
blessing for me.  I look

forward to getting to know more of you, in
quantity and in depth, over the course of this
new year.  One of the Church feasts that we
celebrate during the month of January,
which also marks the conclusion of the
Christmas season, is the Feast of the
Baptism of the Lord.  This feast gets us
thinking of our own baptisms.  One of the
more powerful moments is when the parents
and godparents commit to raising the child
in the practice of the Catholic faith and
renew their baptismal promises.

I include the text from the baptismal
rite:
By water and the Holy Spirit, he (she) is to
receive the gift of new life from God, who is
love. On your part, you must make it your
constant care to bring him (her) up in the
practice of the faith. See that the divine life
which God gives him (her) is kept safe from
the poison of sin, to grow always stronger in
his (her) heart. If your faith makes you ready
to accept this responsibility, renew now the
vows of your own baptism. Reject sin;

profess your faith in Christ Jesus. This is the
faith of the Church. This is the faith in which
this child is about to be baptized.

The Celebrant then proceeds by
having the parents and godparents reject
Satan and his ways, and saying, “I do” to
God, His ways, and His Church.  The
Celebrant concludes this section of the rite
with the following:

CELEBRANT: This is our faith. This
is the faith of the Church. We are proud to
profess it, in Christ Jesus our Lord. All:
Amen.

I want to place the emphasis on the
word proud.  We should be proud to profess
our Catholic faith and pass it on to the next
generations.  We do this by praying together
at home, by talking about our faith, by being
good obedient servants, and by getting to
church regularly.  This responsibility is not
primarily a burden.  It is the greatest
blessing to participate in our relationship
with God and to help other people to do the
same.

As we begin another year of life, let
us celebrate the gift of life and baptism, and
let us renew our commitment to sharing our
Catholic faith.

I wish you a blessed new year.  May
the peace of the Lord be with you always.

Fr. Blake
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January Feast Days

1 - Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of
God - Mass @ 9 AM St. Joseph’s
2 - Epiphany of the Lord
9 - The Baptism of the Lord
17 - St. Anthony

21- St. Agnes
24 - St. Francis de Sales
26 - Sts. Timothy and Titus
28 - St. Thomas Aquinas
31 - St. John Bosco

The Christmas Season
The Christmas season (also called Christmastide) in the Church begins at the Christmas Eve

evening prayers, and lasts until the conclusion of the Baptism of the Lord.  Some traditions tell
us that the popular Christmas tune has some hidden meaning that can help us to pass on the

teachings of our faith.  Link: Origin of 'The Twelve Days of Christmas' | EWTN

On the first day of Christmas, my true love gave to me…
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…and a partridge in a pear tree.

https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/library/origin-of-the-twelve-days-of-christmas-10885


January Virtue is FORTITUDE
Fortitude is being brave and strong in the face of trials

PK-Gr. 2 will study St. Bernadette

St. Bernadette Soubirous (1844-1879, France) was from a poor
family.  She was often absent from school because of her
asthma.  The Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to Bernadette, but
no one would believe her; they said she was lying and
threatened to punish her.  People made fun of her. She
remained brave in the face of these trials. After a canonical
investigation, Bernadette’s reports were eventually declared
"worthy of belief"and the Marian apparition became known as
Our Lady of Lourdes.The shrine at Lourdes is a major

pilgrimage site, visited by five million pilgrims each year. St. Bernadette’s
feast day is April 16.

Grades 3-5 will study St. Joan of Arc

St. Joan of Arc (1412-1431 France) grew up in a peasant
family. At a young age, she heard the voices of St. Michael the
Archangel and St. Catherine of Alexandria telling her to go to
the man born to be King of France and lead the army to
re-conquer and re-unify his kingdom. Many people thought she
was crazy, but she remained strong in her faith, and soldiers
followed her into battle. The army was victorious and France
was reunited under King Charles VII. In 1430, she was
captured by a group of French nobles allied with the English.
She was  handed over to the English and put on trial by a
pro-English bishop, on a variety of charges. She was unfairly found guilty and
burned at the stake, dying at about 19 years of age. Later, her trial was
investigated and she was declared innocent and a martyr. St. Joan of Arc’s  feast
day is May 30.

Grade 6 will study Saints Paul Miki & Companions (next page)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Our_Lady_of_Lourdes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marian_shrine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_pilgrimage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Death_by_burning


Grade 6 will study Saints Paul Miki & Companions

(1562-1597, Japan) St. Paul Miki was a Japanese
Jesuit Missionary known for his preaching skills. The
Japanese people in power at this time saw St. Paul
Miki and his fellow missionaries as a threat, and
Christianity was outlawed.  To frighten others into
abandoning Christianity, St. Paul Miki and 25
companions were forced to march 600 miles from
Kyoto to Nagasaki; they were tortured along the
way and when they reached Nagasaki, they were
crucified.  Even while on a cross, Paul Miki forgave his persecutors and prayed for
their conversion. The feast of Saints Paul Miki & Companions is February 6.

Christmas In Harmony
Thank you to all of our students, teachers, staff and volunteers for putting together this beautiful

Christmas program! What a wonderful way to prepare our hearts for the Christmas Season!

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, fu� � grace and tru�;

We have beheld His glory, glory as � �e only-bego�en Son from �e Fa�er.

John 1:14


