
May 21, 2020 

Dear Parishioners of St. Augustine’s and St. Joseph’s, 

As you may have heard by now through a diocesan press release, news sources, or social media, 

Fr. Bissonette along with the bishops of Minnesota issued a letter yesterday stating that 

parishes may begin public celebrations of the Mass at 1/3 capacity starting on Tuesday, May 26.  

This letter is attached, and I ask that you please read it. I also ask that you read the other 

attached document which refers to the protocols put in place for our parishes to prudently 

resume public Masses.   

I’d like to highlight and clarify several items when it comes to our resuming of public Masses 

this coming Tuesday, May 26.  

1) Beginning Tuesday, May 26 we will resume our normal schedule of Masses and 

confessions at their normal locations and times.  Please refer to the bulletin and parish 

website for this. We intend to continue livestreaming Masses, but please be aware of 

the following changes beginning May 26. There will be no streaming on Mondays as Fr. 

Jerry will resume presiding at Monday Masses. Tuesday Masses at St. Augustine’s are 

planned to be livestreamed, but since there is no internet there if using data from my 

phone doesn’t work well that day will also be discontinued.  For the three weekend 

Masses, only the Sunday at 10:30 AM will be streamed.  

2) If you have underlying health conditions, you are not feeling well, are over 65 you, or 

you feel unsafe coming to Mass you are strongly encouraged to stay home. 

3) When it comes to 1/3 capacity of the churches we will have pews roped off so that only 

every third pew is used.  In addition, if you are sharing a pew with another household 

you must maintain social distance.  Therefore please choose pews that make sense for 

the size of your family.  We may have ushers helping with this process.  

4) Due to the limited number of people that can come to Mass, and since the obligation for 

Sunday Mass remains dispensed, I encourage you – at least for the first couple of weeks 

until we see how many are coming to Mass – to come to Mass just once a week and if 

possible to choose a weekday since less people will likely choose a weekday. We will 

have ushers counting as people come in.  Until we have a better understanding of how 

we will fit into this new configuration we will be capping St. Joseph’s Masses at 300, and 

St. Augustine’s Masses at 100.  We want to do our very best to maintain 1/3 capacity 

and keep people safe. Please consider this when choosing which Mass to attend.  

5) There will be no congregational singing permitted during this time.  This means no 

hymns for us to sing and no singing of the Mass parts.  You will notice that hymnals have 

been removed from the open pews, so please do not take one from the closed pews.  



Singing from a cantor or a limited choir is permitted, and I will leave that up to the 

musicians and singers in our parishes.  

6) We will be maintaining the practices of no sign of peace, and distributing only the Body 

of Christ for Communion.  Please refrain from greeting people in a way that involves 

touching.   

7) Parishioners are highly encouraged to wear masks and gloves – though not required.  

You may receive Communion on your tongue or your hands. If you choose to receive in 

your hands you cannot wear gloves for that.  

8) There will be no collection or procession with gifts.  The gifts of bread and wine will 

already be in the sanctuary.  An usher will have the collection basket at the back of the 

church and you may drop your gift in the basket when you leave.  We will not be using 

altar servers during this time.  

9) Distribution of Communion will take place after the final blessing allowing those to leave 

who would prefer not to receive Communion during this time.  Only priests and deacons 

will distribute Communion during this time, and we will do it one section at a time.   

Thank you for your attention to this letter as well as the letter from the Minnesota Bishops and 

the protocols that are being put into place.  I am very grateful for us being able to gather again 

in a limited way to celebrate the Mass together.  Please remember that no one is obliged to 

come, and you are encouraged to stay home if you feel unsafe during this time. Thank you for 

your prayers for me, for Fr. Bissonette, and for all Church and civil leadership.  

 

God Bless, 

Fr. Seth  


