
May 16, 2020 

Dear Parishioners of St. Augustine’s and St. Joseph’s, 

Late yesterday afternoon all priests of our diocese received a letter from our Diocesan Administrator, Fr. 

Jim Bissonette, letting us know that the plan that was in place to have churches at one-third capacity for 

Masses beginning this next week is not able to happen due to Governor Walz prohibiting religious 

gatherings of more than 10 people at this time.  That letter is attached.  Please read it.  

Because of the short notice that we received, and because at this time I do not have time to come up 

with a reasonable way to accomplish public Masses with 10 people or less due to the size of our parishes 

and the desire for many to come back to Mass, I have made the decision that we will not resume public 

Masses with 10 people or less at this time.  I am going to take this week to work on possibilities on how 

to reasonably and fairly accomplish having Masses with this few of people in case this is the new reality 

for some time to come.  You will receive another communication from me no later than next Saturday, 

May 23.  We also received a seven page document put together by the bishops of Minnesota on how to 

safely have public Masses.  This document includes many details on sanitization as well as protocol for 

distribution of Holy Communion.  Again, because of the timing on receiving this guidance, time is 

needed to figure out implementation of these details.  Thank you for your patience.  

As you would have read in the letter from Fr. Bissonette, he and the bishops of Minnesota will be 

coming up with a definite date to share with us when public Masses will be opened to a greater number 

of people. They will be meeting with Governor Walz early next week to discuss this.  When this is 

communicated to us, we will let you know.    

Please continue to pray for Fr. Bissonette, the Bishops of Minnesota, and for me as your pastor as we 

work on allowing the faithful to participate in the worship of our God, and reception of Him in the Holy 

Eucharist.   

  

God Bless, 

Fr. Seth  

 

Letter dated May 15, 2020 from Fr. Bissonette, Diocese of Duluth Administrator, is attached. 

 


