LET US INTRODUCE YOU TO PRO LABORE DEI

For the past two years, St. Damian Parish has been building a relationship
with a nearby mission group called Pro Labore Dei (Latin - For the Labor
of God). Several of our ministries have given up their Saturday mornings
to prepare more than 150 bag lunches in Shaw Hall: sandwiches with meat
and cheese, fruit, chips and water for the mission to distribute. Our Food
Pantry has shared non-perishables with the mission. The School and
Religious Education students donated beautifully decorated baskets for the
children this Easter. Those served by the mission were invited this past
year to our St. Damian Shares Dinner, a free home-cooked dinner event
held on the Friday after Thanksgiving.

Religious Ed families packing lunches

So what is Pro Labore Dei?

PLD is an international Charitable Organization that is committed to working with the very
poor, the destitute in our society for their improvement. Its objective is to feed the hungry,
cloth the naked, shelter the homeless, nurse/treat the sick poor and the aged deserted by
relatives, to visit the imprisoned, be mothers to the orphaned and the abandoned children,
educate the young poor whose parents cannot send to school, bury the dead, and care for
the spiritually hungry also through weekly/monthly prayer meetings and counseling etc.

PLD was founded on the 16th of May, 1990 in Ibadan, Nigeria. It began as a response to
God’s call to Sister Stella-Maris Okonkwo to “Go out into the streets and slum areas where
people are suffering and look after the poor”. She began the work with a few destitute in the
Bere area of Ibadan with only a few coins in her pocket. She has been called the “Mother
Teresa of Nigeria.”

The PLD mission continues to grow through the gentle guidance of the Holy Spirit and Sister Stella of Nigeria. While in
Madison, Wisconsin attending an anniversary celebration for their Pro Labore Dei mission, Sr. Stella received a direct
message from God. She asked the people around her if they knew where
Robbins, Illinois was because God told her to go to Robbins and “feed my
sheep.” They said they would find out for her. Sr. Stella and PLD
missionaries packed a vehicle with food, water and supplies and headed
for Robbins, where her message was confirmed. She saw the extreme
poverty everywhere. They immediately began to minister to the people.
This was the humble beginning of Pro Labore Dei of Robbins. The mission
has been operating in the village of Robbins for the past 15 years from a
variety of locations such as parking lots, a courtroom in the Robbins Police
Department, a temporary room in the Robbins Community Center, and
currently has been relocated to the Lobby of the Robbins Police
Department and Fire Station First Bay. They are praying to find and
relocate to a permanent location.
More to follow …

