PRO LABORE DEI AND ITS PARTNERSHIP WITH ST. DAMIAN

In the last three bulletins we introduced you to the mission of Pro Labore Dei (PLD), the history and work of PLD in Robbins, IL, and the
story of its Executive Director, Ann DeAngelis and her family. This week, we will talk about our involvement with the mission.
• For a couple of years now, various ministries and organizations have been providing lunches for PLD. A lunch consists of a
ham or turkey, lettuce and tomato sandwich, a bag of chips, cookies, fruit and a bottle of water. The following groups have
made over 160 lunches: St. Damian Staff, Women’s Club, Men’s Club, St. Vincent de Paul, Peace & Justice, Respect Life, Parish
Pastoral Council, Prayer Group, Religious Ed, the Knights of Columbus and a variety of parishioners
who volunteered their time and good will on Saturday morning to make and deliver the lunches to
Robbins.
• Our Food Pantry is now providing 10 sets of groceries for 10 families each month.

• The School and Religious Ed students made Easter baskets for the children this year.

• A family received a set of the Sleep in Heavenly Peace bunk beds that parishioners and volunteers
made last March. The couple who received them had an interesting story. The woman was pregnant
and wanted an abortion. Ann DeAngelis counseled her to keep the baby. She also encouraged the
couple to get married … and they did. Their family is growing; they had another baby!

There’s a story about a man walking the seashore whose tide left hundreds of star fish on the shore. He came upon a boy picking up
some star fish, one at a time, and throwing them back into the water. The man told the boy that this was an impossible task and he
would never be able to throw all the star fish back into the sea. His efforts made no difference. The boy replied, “Yes, I know it’s an
impossible task. However, it sure makes a difference to the ones I throw back!” Millions of babies have been aborted. An overwhelming number. Ann made a difference in this couple’s life and the life of a child that would have been aborted without her loving counsel.

There are countless stories of outreach that this mission provides to the “poorest of the poor.” What the
mission needs now is a permanent location - “The Center” - for them to continue their work. What would
it look like:
• A kitchen with enough space to store a fridge, freezer and stove.

• Prep area for preparing lunches, gather grocery donations and sort, create blessing bags,
organize donated clothing items, diaper assembly, gift wrapping for the Christmas drive, Easter
basket assembly, etc.
• 10’ x 15’ Storage area to store essentials for families, 10’ x 15’short term holding space of
furniture pieces until delivery logistics are arranged.

• 10’ x 15’ Office space doubling as a Job Center to apply for work, get coaching for interviews, etc., with a PC, printer and filing
cabinet where the PLD team can work and manage the day to day tasks required to
run PLD.
• Parking space for the PLD van.

• Multi-purpose space to be used for volunteer doctors and nurses to help with
medical needs, counseling, to hold religious articles as a prayer center or used as a
reading room to teach the children how to read.
• 10’ x 15’ Emergency shelter to allow overnight stays for guests in an emergency
situation.

• Chapel/Church for the members and volunteers to pray, attend Mass together
before a mission, receive confession, pray in adoration and hold a one day retreat.

Pro Labore Dei could not survive without the donations of people who care and are generous with their time/talent/treasure. They
also know that the task is great and so is their dream of “The Center.” If you can help, your assistance is greatly welcomed. Please call
687-1370 to offer help. What you can do, is PRAY … this is the cornerstone of the Mission.

