HOW ST. DAMIAN AND PRO LABORE DEI MET
Last week we introduced you to Pro Labore Dei (PLD), the organization that works with and serves the
poor. In the Spring of 2017, we received a call from Ann DeAngelis, the executive director for the PLD
mission in Robbins, IL. Once a year, PLD hosts their Feed My Lambs Day. It is a day of celebration
whose recipients are treated to a catered meal and given donated gifts. Ann wanted to begin the day
with a Mass and was hoping one of our priests would be available. Fr. Michael Grizolano, our former
Associate Pastor, agreed and he and Frieda Bertello visited the Food Pantry – to share Mass and meet
the dedicated volunteers who serve the poor.
On May 15, 2017, Ann then met with Fr. Joe and Frieda Bertello to explain the purpose and plan of
PLD. She asked for their help and involvement. Thus began a new relationship with St. Damian and
PLD.
THE HISTORY AND OPERATIONS OF PRO LABORE DEI, ROBBINS, ILLINOIS
To quote Ann: “The mission of PLD strives to find those who are lost, broken, hungry, uneducated, and
unstable and remind them that they are loved. We work as a family to bring
food and major necessities to the friends of this community. We trust the
Holy Spirit provides for those who are open and faithful and we teach others
to love one another.”
From 2006-2013, the mission operated from the streets. Food was transported and distributed out of car trunks. 2013-2017, the mission moved inside to the Robbins police station courtroom. Each Saturday, the volunteers
would meet and set up the donations at 11:00 AM. At noon, they then went
downstairs to say a prayer and raffle off fun items. Then the children would
go upstairs to the Courtroom for lunch and to “shop” a little from the donated items. Then the adults would dine and “shop”. All was completed by
1:00 PM.
The mission was asked to move out of the courtroom to the police station lobby and was there until
Nov. 17, 2018. It then moved to the Robbins Community Center from Nov. 24, 2018 to March 30, 2019.
It now again operates in the police station lobby and fire station first bay. PLD is now searching for a
new home that will be permanent.
The mission serves 400 meals every Saturday to friends who are
in need of food, blankets, pillows, shoes, etc. On Monday, 30
people are served a hot meal at noon.
The mission was once able to provide a reading program for both
adults and children. There were also medical staff volunteers
providing wellness checks, pre-screenings and counseling
services and also free dental care. However, all is on hold until a
new location is found. Until then, Ann is asking for prayers.
More to follow …
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