
November 27, 2022                                    First Sunday of Advent 

     ST. JOHN CHURCH        HOLY TRINITY CHURCH  
       1405 FIRST AVENUE                    201 CLARK STREET 

      SATURDAY   4:30 PM                  SUNDAY    9:00 AM 

      SUNDAY      10:30 AM   This Mass Live Streamed  

HOLY FAMILY PARISH 

A Catholic faith community called to serve God and others  
through Eucharist, prayer, education, and daily living of the Gospel values. 

PARISH OFFICE:  201 CLARK STREET, MIDDLETOWN, OH 45042 

513-422-0602         www.holyfamilymiddletown.com 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
ST. JOHN CHURCH   

SATURDAY  3:30 PM 

                                      

                        COMING EVENTS 
 

 

 Bless the Children Ceremony …………….…. Sun Dec 4 
 

 Donut Sunday @ SJ …………….…………….…. Sun Dec 4 
 

 Feast of the Immaculate Conception ..... Thur Dec 8 
 

 Our Lady of Guadalupe Celebration ...... Sun Dec 11 
 

 Baptism Preparation Class ……………...... Wed Dec 14 
 

 Communal Advent Penance Service ..... Thur Dec 22 

 RCIA - Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults      10:30 AM Mass Today 

 The Rite of Welcome / Rite of Acceptance into the Order of Catechumens  
 The RCIA candidates express, and the Church accepts, their intention to respond to  
 God’s call to follow the way of Christ.  Who is responsible for the RCIA catechumens and   

 candidates, those who are seeking to be fully initiated into the Catholic Church? 
 

 WE ALL ARE!   

 

 Our faith is a gift, not for us alone, but for all.   
 It is for us to share.   
 We are asked to pray for them,  
 to give them support and good example.   
 Bringing new members into the Church is part  
 of what we are commissioned to do by Christ  
 through our baptism.   

 Lord, we pray for those who journey to you. 
 Strengthen their faith. 
 Open their hearts to the fullness of your love. 
 Deepen their understanding. 
 Set their hearts afire for the kingdom. 
 We ask this through  Jesus, who is the Way, 
 the Truth, and the Life for all.  Amen. 

 Please Bring Giving Tree Gifts  
 to the Parish Office ASAP!  
 Our friends at Messiah Lutheran will deliver  
 the ANGEL tag gifts at a Christmas party they   

 have in early December and the SVDP will  
 organize the STAR & PRESENT tag gifts with  
 the help of the PREP kids on Monday, Dec 5th!   
 It takes time to move gifts from the churches   

 and office and to organize them for the kids   

 who look so forward to receiving them.   
 You’ll want to get your gift delivered in time!  

Advent Letter from Fr. Paul Gebhardt, Pastor of our Family of Parishes - page 4 



Daily Scripture Readings  
Mon: Is 4:2-6 / Mt 8:5-11 
Tues: Is 11:1-10 / Lk 10:21-24 
Wed: Rom 10:9-18 / Mt 4:18-22 
Thurs: Is 26:1-6 / Mt 7:21,24-27 
Fri: Is 29:17-24 / Mt 9:27-31  
Sat: Is 30:19-21,23-26 / Mt 9:35─10:1,5a,6-8  
Sun: Is 11:1-10 / Rom 15:4-9 / Mt 3:1-12 

       Monday, November 28  

No Mass 

       Tuesday, November 29  

  8:15 AM  Mass SJ23   Betty Jo Wagner - Wedding Anniv. Rem. 

        Wednesday, November 30  

12:10 PM  Mass HT       Jim Beatty & Ann Beatty 

       Thursday, December 1  

12:10 PM  Mass HT       Mary C. Hopkins & Family  

        Friday, December 2 

  8:00 AM  Mass HT    Baby Joy Oriol 

          Saturday, December 3  

  4:30 PM  Mass SJ         Florence Fiessinger 

        Sunday, December 4    Second Sunday of Advent  

  9:00 AM  Mass HT      Edith Mulhall 

10:30 AM  Mass SJ       Maria C. Saraceno 

HOLY FAMILY MASS SCHEDULE   

Health Ministry: 
Try a Reverse Advent Calendar  
for the St. Vincent de Paul Pantry This Year!  
Here’s how!  Start with an empty box,  
then each day leading up to Christmas Eve, 
place a non-perishable food item or personal 
care item inside the box to donate to our  
St. Vincent de Paul Pantry.  Please plan to  
bring your box at the parish office the week 
between Christmas and New Year’s or to the 
Masses Dec 31st / Jan 1st.  Here’s a list of items: 

Boxed Mac and Cheese 
Canned Spaghetti Sauce 
Canned Vegetables 
Canned Soups 
Boxed Crackers  
Peanut Butter 
Canned Fruit 
Boxed Cereal 
Boxed Granola Bars 
Boxed Protein Bars  
Boxed Oatmeal 
Microwave Rice Packs 
Canned of Tuna  
Bar Soap 
Shampoo / Conditioner 
Body Lotion 
Deodorant 

  Saturday and Sunday - November 26 and 27 

   4:30 PM Mass   SJ    Mary & Joseph Bauer 

   9:00 AM Mass   HT   Phyllis Snider   

  9:00 AM Mass live streamed and available on the website anytime.  

 10:30 AM Mass   SJ    Patricia O’Flynn Lolli - Birthday Rem.  

 

Weekly Collections Stewardship                     

                            Sunday, November 20th      $14,887.24    
         Campaign for Human Development     $  3,464.00 
                                                                                                                           

Thank you for your generous stewardship! 

 Dec 3/4 4:30 PM SAT 9:00 AM SUN 10:30 AM SUN

 Eucharistic  Susan McCulley 1B  Gail Clarey 1B  Linda Jester 1B

 Ministers  Kathi Mangus 2B  Mike Clarey 2B  Marcia Egelston 2B

 Mary Bukosky 3B  Lorraine Sivy 3B  Suzanne Stickelman 3B

 Lectors  Jerry Banks  Janet Chase  Christine Whittington 

 Monica Cummins  Ed Combs  Chris McCarthy

 Server  John Soppanish  Kara Jackson  Daniel Egelston

 Greeters  Monica Cummins D1  Pat Lisa D1  Linda Jester D1 

  Kathy Farler D2  

MINISTERS  NEXT  WEEK

Many Thanks to  
McGraw Kokosing  
& Their Employees! 
For years McGraw Kokosing and their  
employees have made a donation to our 
St. Vincent de Paul Pantry to help with the 
extra expenses incurred by the Thanksgiving 
and Christmas Baskets.  This year  
their donations totaled $3,750!  
A BIG Thank you!    

Pray the Rosary Wednesday Nights at 7:00 PM 
Join the Rosary Group in the St. John Center!  



Christmas Flower Fund  
If you would like to remember your deceased  
loved ones by donating to the Christmas Flower  
Fund, please use the envelope in the December packet 
and drop it in the collection basket.  The list of names  
will be posted at the front and back of the churches for 
Christmas.  Want to be sure your loved one’s name is 
correctly spelled and included in the list?  Please print 
the name and make your donation by Sunday, Dec 18st.  

Introductions to Sunday Readings 
by Bishop Ken Untener, in collaboration 
with Catherine Haven and Fr. Bill Taylor 
 

First Reading - Isaiah 2:1-5  
The prophet Isaiah dreamed of a day when Jerusalem 
(sometimes called Zion) would be the center of the 
world, and all people would come there to receive  
instruction from God.  In today’s reading, Isaiah  
presents a vision of peace and prosperity for the  
whole world.  
Second Reading - Romans 13:11-14  
Behind everything Paul wrote was his strong belief 
that the hour of Christ’s return in glory was near  
at hand.  In this passage, Paul uses the image of  
darkness and light to describe how Christians ought  
to live as they await that coming.  

The Little Blue Book for Advent & Christmas  
Available This Weekend! 
A 24-hour day has 1,440 minutes.   
You’re invited to give 6 of those minutes  
to prayer for the next 43 days - 28 days of the Advent 
season and 15 days of the Christmas season.  You can 
pray more than 6 minutes if you wish - the main thing  
is to pray every day.  The Little Blue Book is your  
seasonal companion that can go with you wherever  
you wish.  It can change your day…change your life!  

Baptism Preparation Class 
Wednesday, December 14th   
7 PM  St. John Rectory 
If you are expecting your first baby or want your  
first child baptized we ask that you attend a baptism 
preparation class, offered quarterly throughout the 
year.  Please call the parish office 513-422-0602 to  
register for the baptism preparation class.  

Middletown Civic Chorus  
Handel’s “The Messiah”  
3 PM  Sunday, December 4th   
First Christian Church  
4520 Rosedale Road, Middletown, 45042  
Don’t miss this timeless, holiday tradition!   
Take a break from the hustle and bustle of the season 
and enjoy this beautiful concert event.   
Holy Family Parishioners Lana Ernst, Dee Dee Mosko, 
and Deb Silcox will be singing with the Chorus this 
year!  Other than a free-will offering there is no charge 
to attend this performance.   

Bless the Children Ceremony 
Next Sunday, December 4th 

10:30 AM Mass    St. John Church 
Our parish 2nd Graders are preparing to receive the 
Sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist.  Joined by 
their parents, they will take part in this very special 
Bless the Children Ceremony.   
 

We hope you’ll join us in the St. John Undercroft for 
coffee, juice and donuts immediately following the 
10:30 AM Mass next week!  



My Sisters and Brothers in our Family of Parishes:  
 

As we begin a new year in the church with the celebration of Advent, I want to take the opportunity to begin to talk 
about the greater plan for Beacons of Light within our three parishes.  I said “within our parishes,” however, I should 
go on to say that it is also the way Archdiocese planners have suggested we proceed.  What I am about to map out 
came by way of the Archdiocese and it has their blessing.  
 

As you may know, there are two parts to this Beacons of Light process.  The first is the regrouping of parishes to 
better utilize the dwindling priestly resources we have.  The second part is to address why we have this problem.  
It’s that second part that I want to deal with in this letter.  Let me begin with a very brief history to show some reason 
why we are in the situation we are in.  
 

Christendom was great!  All of western society structured around and practicing a single faith in Jesus Christ.  
Unfortunately, a quick look around our world will tell you that we aren’t there anymore, and haven’t been there  
for a good many years.  One outflow of the death of Christendom is the decline of church and church participation in  
people’s lives.  During my entire adult life I’ve seen this decline progressing.  It seems the Catholic response has been 
to circle the wagons and enter a defensive mode that’s focused on keeping those who are in, in and some half 
attempts to call back those who have left.  The decline has continued so we can conclude that this approach did not 
and is not working.  
 

As I begin to talk about the strategy for turning things around, let me say with great emphasis that there are no quick 
fixes.  This will take time, much more time than the five years allowed for our Family of Parishes to become a single 
Administrative Parish.  However, by then we will know what the plan is and have a good start toward implementing 
that plan.  
 

The plan is based on a book by Fr. James Mallon called Divine Renovation.  Fr. Mallon’s approach has been so suc-
cessful that it has been adopted by may parishes in Canada where it began, in the U.S. and in several other countries.  
Its premise is to shift the ministerial focus of parishes and their people from maintaining a failing status quo to  
missionary stance of making new disciples.  The one common element that makes this successful is the central focus 
on promoting encountering Jesus Christ, first by parishioners, which then builds in them the missionary zeal to bring 
others to have encounters with Christ.  That is a very brief description.  I encourage you to learn more by going to the 
Divine Renovation website: https://divinerenovation.org/ to learn about the culture that has grown up to support 
this ministry.  To learn even more, read the book.  
 

One caution I would make is that it is not just another program.  If we approach it as just another program it will fail. 
This is about rejuvenating our parishes and our faith by first coming to know Christ in a deeper and more intimate 
sense, and then being courageous enough to share what we have experienced and the Christ we have come to know 
with others without holding back.  This last part, sharing our experience of Christ wholeheartedly and without  
reservation, that is most new and most frightening to Catholics.  Don’t worry about it.  As we have the deeper  
encounter with Christ, He will teach us all that we will need to make this a fruitful endeavor to revitalize his church.  
 

What happens if we just skip this second part of Beacons of Light?  That’s a legitimate question.  Canada is 20 years 
further along the “Declining Church Road” than we are, and Europe is 20 years further than that.  If we don’t do the 
second part of Beacons, we will most likely be doing another round of parish consolidations 20 years from now and 
another one 20 years after that.  Not a pleasant picture.  In the parable in Luke’s Gospel, Jesus gave a gold coin to  
10 servants.  We hear how he rewards the servants who made 10 coins out of the 1 and 5 coins out of the 1.  
We also hear how upset he was with servant who just hid the coin and did nothing.  I shudder to think how put out  
he will be with us when we tell him we can’t even give him his coin back but that we squandered and lost it.  No, my 
brothers and sisters, it’s time we take steps to stop losing the precious treasures the Lord has entrusted us with and 
begin to do something to help grow the Kingdom.  The plan for Part 2 of Beacons is just such a something.  For now, 
learn about Divine Renovation and come to love the Lord with a deeper Love. I n the months to come we will as a 
Family of Parishes roll out the pieces that will help transform us and our Family.  
 

May God Bless and Guide Us!  
 



 The Colors of Advent  
 Advent has a two-fold character: as a season to prepare for Christmas when Christ’s first coming to us  
 is remembered, and as a season when that remembrance directs our minds and hearts to await  
 Christ’s second coming at the end of time.  Advent is a period of devout and joyful expectation.   
 This is very different from the penitential nature of Lent.  Therefore, some parishes, Holy Family  
 included, use blue violet during Advent to preserve the traditional use of purple, while providing  
 a visual distinction between the purple or red violet of Lent.   

Inclement Weather Cancelations 
In the event of severe winter weather  
cancelations, we’ll use the One Call Now robocall  
system to send out alerts.  Please be sure we have 
you’re current phone number on file.  You can always 
call the office 513-422-0602 to check that number!  

What About Tuesday Morning School Mass? 
If you regularly attend the St. John XXIII School Mass 
on Tuesday mornings at 8:15 and you’re wondering if 
school is closed or delayed, here are two ways to check: 
  1)  Tune into a local morning news program where    
        you’ll find a list of school closings or delays likely   
        scrolling at the top or bottom of the screen.  
 

  2)  Go to the parish website where you’ll find a link  
        to St. John XXIII School at the top.  This link takes 
        you to the school website which will include any       
        delay or cancelation info.  The school Mass is  
        canceled when school is closed or on delay.  

 Annual 365 Lotto 
 ** The FINAL turn in date is January 31, 2023.   
 No tickets will be accepted after that date! **   
 St. John XXIII Catholic Elementary School is selling  
 tickets for the Annual 365 Lotto.  It’s called 365 Lotto  
 because a winning ticket is drawn every day of the  
 year.  It’s possible to win more than once in a year  
 because winning tickets are returned  to the hopper and only 5000 tickets are sold.  Prize money will be   
 mailed to the winners.  To participate in the lotto, complete the form below and send it along with $20  
 per ticket to:  St. John XXIII Catholic School 3806 Manchester Road, Middletown, OH 45042   
 ATTN: Peg Fairbanks   Ticket orders may also be dropped in the collection basket in an envelope marked   
 “365 Lotto.”  The official ticket will be filled out and the stub will be mailed back to you.  Any questions   
 regarding the 365 Lotto can be directed to Peg Fairbanks 513-424-1196.  Makes a Great Christmas Gift!   
 

 Name __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 Address _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 City ____________________________________________State_______________Zip__________________ 
 

 Phone__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 The Immaculate Conception  

 of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
  

    Holy Day of Obligation 
    Thursday, December 8th 

  

   Wednesday December 7th   
    7:00 PM  Holy Name of Jesus / Trenton 
 

   Thursday, December 8th 
    8:15 AM  St. John XXIII Catholic School  

    9:00 AM  Holy Name of Jesus / Trenton 

    9:00 AM  Our Lady of Sorrows / Monroe 

   12:10 PM  Holy Trinity Church 

    7:00 PM  Our Lady of Sorrows / Monroe 



Presentation Ministries  
Men’s Retreat Dec 2nd-3rd 

The Challenge of Making Disciples  
in a Culture of Death   
Our Lady of Guadalupe Discipleship Center   
5701 Lawshe Rd. Peebles OH 45660 
For more information and to pre-register go to 
www.presentationministries.com.  The cost for this 
Retreat is a free will offering.  Any questions please 
call 513-373-2397.  

 
 

Communion Hymn  
 

The King Shall Come 
 

1.   The King shall come when morning dawns  
      And light triumphant breaks,  
      When beauty gilds the eastern hills 
      And life to joy awakes.  

      Not, as of old, a little child,   
      To bear, and fight, and die,  
      But crowned with glory like the sun  
      That lights the morning sky.  
 
 

2.   O brighter than the rising morn  
      When he, victorious, rose  
      And left the lonesome place of death,  
      Despite the rage of foes.   

      O brighter than that glorious morn  
      Shall this fair morning be,   
      When Christ, our King, in beauty comes, 
      And we his face shall see!  
 
 

3.   The King shall come when morning dawns  
      And light and beauty brings.  
      Hail, Christ, the Lord!  
      Thy people pray:  

      Come quickly, King of kings.   
      Come quickly, King of kings.   
       
      Text: Greek; tr. by John Brownlie, 1859-1925, alt. Music © 2013, Trevor Thomson,  
            Published by Spirit & Song®, a dicision of OCP.  All rights reserved.  License A702646     

A Drive-Through Fantasy Light Display! 

Light Up Middletown  
Open Every Night Thanksgiving  
through New Year's Eve 6 - 10 PM! 
Open in all weather and Holidays! 
Admission by cash donation - you set the price! 
 

Middletown Holiday Whopla 
Ice Skating - Lights - Food - Art - Fun 
Nov 18th through Jan 16th   
Hours Vary - Closed Thanksgiving,  
Christmas and New Year’s Day.  The Polar Express train 
will run near the ice rink December 9th-10th and 16th-17th  

Check out www.holidaywhopla.com!  

Holy Name of Jesus Annual Advent Breakfast 
Next Sunday, December 4th  
After the 9:30 AM Mass 
Everyone is welcome to join us  
in the Parish Hall. 
We will be decorating and telling  
the story of the Jesse Tree,  
an annual tradition at Holy Name.  
There will be crafts for children,  
including making Advent wreaths 
and coloring pages.  This event is hosted by the  
Religious Education Program of Holy Name.  If you have 
questions, please contact Pam Hurley 513-374-0332 or 
p.a.hurley@sbcglobal.net.  Everyone’s invited!  

Middletown Interfaith Clothes Closet!  
St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 
114 South Broad Street  

  Drop off clean clothes  
  Tuesdays between  
  10:00 AM and 1:00 PM.  
 If you have any questions please call 513-422-4519.  
 

 *Our clients need basic, wash-n-wear clothing -  
    nothing fancy or difficult to clean or carry.   
    Basic pants, jeans, t-shirts, long sleeve jerseys,        
    sweatshirts, hoodies, jackets, coats, belts, and  
    socks, tennis shoes, boots etc.     

* Special Request - Men’s & Women’s Gloves! *   

If you can’t make it on Tuesday, you could bring your 
donation to Mass and place it in the Blue Donation Bins  
at the doors of the church and we’ll take them over. 

Feast of our Lady of Guadalupe  
Celebration in Spanish  
Sunday, December 11th 
4 PM  - Holy Trinity Church  
Join in this special celebration full of love and  
blessings with Our Mother of Heaven, Patroness of  
the Americas.  Everyone is invited to this celebration!  






