
 Parish Family Youth Group! 

 6 - 8 PM   

 Our Lady of Sorrows  
 Parish Hall 
 Ugly Christmas Sweater Ice Cream Social 
 All kids grades 7-12 are welcome! 
 *Note: Parents need to sign a waiver at drop off.  
 

 More Youth &  Young Adult Ministries on page 5! 
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     ST. JOHN CHURCH        HOLY TRINITY CHURCH  
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HOLY FAMILY PARISH 

A Catholic faith community called to serve God and others  
through Eucharist, prayer, education, and daily living of the Gospel values. 

PARISH OFFICE:  201 CLARK STREET, MIDDLETOWN, OH 45042 

513-422-0602         www.holyfamilymiddletown.com 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
ST. JOHN CHURCH   

SATURDAY  3:30 PM 

                                      

                             COMING EVENTS 
 
 Baptism Preparation Class ………………...... Wed Dec 14 
 

 K of C Pancake Breakfast …………….……...... Sun Dec 18 
 

 Communal Advent Penance Services  
   12:30 PM & 7 PM @ Holy Trinity ..………. Thur Dec 22 
 

 Decorating the Churches for Christmas  9:30 AM 
   St. John …… Thur Dec 22    Holy Trinity …... Fri Dec 23 

 Feast of our Lady of Guadalupe  
 Celebration in Spanish  
 TODAY!  
 4 PM - Holy Trinity Church  
 Join in this special celebration full of love  
 and blessings with Our Mother of Heaven,   

 Patroness of the Americas.  All are welcome! 

 Parish Name Selection Ballot in Pews!  
 Submit Your Ballot by Next Sunday, Dec 18th! 
 Simply read the easy-to-follow,  
 numbered directions at the top of 
 the form.  You can also download  
 a ballot at the parish website or call 
 the office to have one mailed to you. 

 Christmas Flower Fund  
 If you would like to remember your  
 deceased loved ones by donating to the  
 Christmas Flower Fund, please use the envelope   

 in the December packet and drop it in the  
 collection basket.  The list of names will be  
 posted at the front and back of the churches  
 for  Christmas.  Want to be sure your loved one’s    

 name is correctly spelled and included in the  
 list?  Please print the name and make your  
 donation by next Sunday, December 18th.  

 Christmas Home Visits 
 Fr. Civille will be visiting  
 homebound parishioners during  
 the Christmas Season.  If you or  
 someone you know would like a visit with  
 Communion / Reconciliation, please call the   

 parish office 513-422-0602 or email Kathi  
 kathi@holyfamilymiddletown.com.  



Our Prayers & Sympathy are Extended  
to the family and friends of Dorothy Diver,  
who died December 6th, and to Dick and  
Kathy Martin in the death of Dick’s brother,  
Michael Martin, who died December 2nd.  

Daily Scripture Readings  
Mon: Zec 2:14-17 / Lk 1:26-38 
Tues: Zep 3:1-2,9-13 / Mt 21:28-32 
Wed: Is 45:6c-8,18,21c-25 / Lk 7:18b-23 
Thurs: Is 54:1-10  / Lk 7:24-30 
Fri: Is 56:1-3a,6-8 / Jn 5:33-36 
Sat: Gn 49:2,8-10 / Mt 1:1-17  
Sun: Is 7:10-14 / Rom 1:1-7 / Mt 1:18-24 

       Monday, December 12  

No Mass 

       Tuesday, December 13  

  8:15 AM  Mass SJ23    Patty Czajka 

        Wednesday, December 14  

12:10 PM  Mass HT      Ralph Abney 

       Thursday, December 15  

12:10 PM  Mass HT      Caroline Kipus 

        Friday, December 16 

  8:00 AM  Mass HT  Jim Kramer - Birthday Remembrance 

          Saturday, December 17  

  4:30 PM  Mass SJ        Vera Mangus - Anniversary Rem. 

        Sunday, December 18    Fourth Sunday of Advent  

  9:00 AM  Mass HT      Bob & Mary Lewis 

10:30 AM  Mass SJ       Oscar & Betty Koeppel - Birthday Rem.  

HOLY FAMILY MASS SCHEDULE   

Health Ministry: God’s Dream 
The Little Blue Book for Advent & Christmas, December 11th  
God’s plans for this world  
are far greater  
than my mind can grasp.   
God’s dream is a big dream.   
God’s dream is that a time will come when 
there’s peace and wholeness and truth and  
love in all creation.  I may not live to see it,  
but do I throw up my hands and give up?   
Do I just try to get out of life what I can  
in the few years I’ve got? 
The question is: am I willing to do something  
to bring a tiny bit more peace, more love,  
more truth to this world?   
It’s a happy thought and should bring joy  
to my heart.  With a smile on my face,  
I say: “Lord, I want to be part of  
Your great work, Your vast enterprise,  
and I’ll do my part even if I won’t live  
to see it all come about.”   
That good news is that one day we will  
celebrate the completion of God’s plan  
together, and I can say, “I was part of it.” 

  Saturday and Sunday - December 10 and 11 

   4:30 PM Mass   SJ    Deceased of Mikula / Swigert Families 

   9:00 AM Mass   HT   Vincent & Anna DiNardo 

  9:00 AM Mass live streamed and available on the website anytime.  

 10:30 AM Mass   SJ    Frankie Jones 

  4:00 PM  Mass HT     Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

 

Weekly Collections Stewardship  
 

Sunday, December 4th  $34,378.20   
 

Thank you for your generous stewardship! 

Are You in Need of Prayer?   
We have a parish PRAYER CHAIN  
with phone and text!   
Call the office 513-422-0602 and we’ll pass  
along your prayer request.  Be as detailed or as 
discrete as you’d like when making your request.   
After hours?  Call one of the Prayer Chain Anchor 
Volunteers listed in the back of the bulletin!  
We believe in the power of prayer!   



Introductions to Sunday Readings 
by Bishop Ken Untener, in collaboration 
with Catherine Haven and Fr. Bill Taylor 
First Reading - Isaiah 35:1-6, 10  
TV coverage of events in the Middle East has  
familiarized us with the empty expanse of arid desert  
described in today's reading.  Therefore, we can  
appreciate the unbelievable transformation which  
Isaiah promises.  The prophet says that the desert  
will become a lush garden, as God’s chosen people  
return singing and dancing from their 70-year exile  
in Babylon.  
Second Reading - James 5:7-10  
The letter of James was written approximately  
50 years after the death and resurrection of Jesus.   
It was addressed to a group of Christians who were 
disappointed that Jesus had not yet returned in glory.  
Using an agricultural image, the author encourages 
them to keep their hope alive as they face the  
day-to-day trials of life.  

EXTRA OUTREACH ITEM OF NOTE! 
With Christmas quickly approaching,  
our thoughts turn to friends, family  
and food.  Please join with SVDP to pray  
for those in our community with few resources.    

Our Pantry was able to provide Thanksgiving meals  
to 56 families and will also see that those families  
have a meal at Christmastime.  Another group of SVDP  
volunteers are organizing the gifts that the parish  
members provided from the Giving Tree tags.   
With the help of the PREP students, the wrapping  
and sorting will soon be completed.  Our Help Line  
continues to be a source for local businesses and  
benevolent groups to find an outlet for their generosity 
to children in our area.  It truly is a busy time of the 
year, but our volunteers find the time to remember 
others' needs as they celebrate the birth of our Lord.   

Baptism Preparation Class 
Wednesday, Dec 14th  7 PM  St. John Rectory 
If you are expecting your first baby or want  
your first child baptized we ask that you attend 
a baptism preparation class, offered quarterly through-
out the year.  Call the parish office 513-422-0602  
to register for this baptism preparation class.  

St. Vincent de Paul Society  
Thanks to everyone for your continued  
support and contributions, with which the  
SVDP volunteers were able to assist our neighbors in 
need this past month.  Here is the November data: 
 

SVDP Pantry Food Donations      
   75 Households totaling  180 people 
   43 senior citizens   90 adults    47 children 
Thanksgiving Baskets  
   56 Households totaling  184 people 
   102 adults    82 children 
SVDP Help Line Utility Bill Assistance 
   15 households - Duke     29 households - Water 
SVDP Outreach Ministry 
   15 deliveries of furniture      
     5 donations of furniture  
     9 vouchers to the SVDP Thrift Shop 

Retirement Fund for Religious Collection  
Elderly Catholic sisters, brothers, and  
religious order priests have offered their  
lives in service to others.  Your gift to the Retirement 
Fund for Religious helps furnish medications, nursing  
care, and much more.  Thank you for using  the special  
envelope in the December pack! 

 

RCIA - Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults  
 
 

 

December 11th and 18th 

 

December 11th - What is Advent? 

 

11:30 AM  St. John Rectory  
 

K of C Pancake Breakfast!  
Next Sunday, December 18th 
9:30 AM - Noon  St. John Undercroft  
Come and enjoy fresh, homemade pancakes - regular 
and chocolate -  plus eggs, sausage, and coffee, water, 
OJ and milk.  Cost: Adults $8   Kids $5  Max $30 family  
All proceeds benefit St. John XXIII School!   

Thanks for Partnering With Us!  
Thanks to our First United Methodist Church  
friends who again made an annual contribution 
of $675 to St. Vincent de Paul for Thanksgiving 
baskets given to needy Middletown families.   
Every year we count on this financial support from  
our fellow Christians.  Thank you, FUMC members, for 
this generous contribution and for all you do for the 
Middletown Community.  Deacon John Lyons  SVDP Treasurer 



Holy Family PREP Kids & St. John XXIII School Kids Go the Extra Mile with Giving Tree Gifts!  
In addition to the many parishioners who take a Giving Tree Tag and provide Christmas gifts for children in our 
community, the students of Monday Night PREP (Parish Religious Education Program) and St. John XXIII School 
have been busy saving, shopping, wrapping, carrying, and sorting carloads of Star and Present tag gifts!   

the students to actively be charitable - they 
participated in more than just donating.  
After shopping, everyone gathered at  
El Rancho Grande Restaurant and dined 
together.  A wonderful time was had by all  
at this annual 3rd/8th Grade Buddies event!  

Every year, each SJ23 homeroom adopts a 
child, collects money and ideas from the 
students, and the teachers go out and shop.  
The students help wrap the gifts and then 
last Monday loaded them all up to be 
transported to the St. John Undercroft for 
sorting.  The SJ23 3rd/8th Grade Buddies         
take it a step further…. They adopted eight 
needy children and went shopping as a 
group for Giving Tree presents at Wal-Mart.  
The classes were broken up into groups,  
each given a list of items and a dollar  
amount they could spend.  It was a way for      

Last Monday Night, PREP 8th graders and their teacher, Holly 
Fedders joined Giving Tree Tag Coordinator Dee Dee Mosko and 
her helpers to sort through all the STAR and PRESENT tag gifts.  
Hundreds of gifts were grouped by Family, plus all the donated 
Halloween candy was bagged up and added to each Family Bag.  

Great Job St. John XXIII & PREP Kids and Volunteers!  



by Dawn Pickerill / Principal 
 

Traditional Values.  Exceptional Education. 
St. John XXIII Catholic School represents 150 years of 
Catholic Education dedicated to encouraging and  
developing well-rounded, self-confident and compas-
sionate children and young adults who lead successful, 
mindful, service-driven lives. Our school community is 
the foundation on which our core principles of faith  
and hard work bind us together as a family.  
 

If you are interested in a Catholic education that pro-
vides a challenging, structured and thoughtful learning 
environment led by highly qualified and experienced 
teachers, contact Principal Dawn Pickerill 513-424-1196. 
 
Giving Tuesday 
I am happy to report that we received $76,447 on or  
before Giving Tuesday.  Thank you to everyone who  
has supported our efforts and our school thus far.  
While this is short of our $135,000 goal, this is only  
the beginning of our Annual Fund Campaign. 
 

Last week, after Giving Tuesday, I received the following 
information: Beginning in tax year 2021, individual  
taxpayers and pass-through entities can claim credit for 
monetary donations made to an eligible scholarship 
granting organization (SGO). The credit equals the lesser 
of $750 or the total amount donated to SGOs during the 
tax year.  So, if you have a State of Ohio tax liability 
greater than $750, you can give to an eligible SGO  
without any cost to you as you will receive a one for  
one credit on gifts up to $750.  Note that a taxpayer  
and spouse may each claim the $750 credit, for a total 
credit of $1,500.  For a taxpayer and spouse to each 
claim a $750 credit, there must be two separate  
donations to an SGO, one in the taxpayer’s name and 
one in the spouse’s name.   
 

 Here is the link to the CEF-SGO:  
 https://catholicbestchoice.org/sgo/ 
 

The donor may designate the gift to St. John XXIII  
Catholic School.  Collected funds will be distributed 
twice a year to us along with a listing of donors.  

Help Wanted Decorating the Churches 
We welcome anyone who’s willing to help  
with decorating St. John and Holy Trinity  
Churches for Christmas.  Please join us!  

ST JOHN  9:30 AM THURSDAY DECEMBER 22ND    
HOLY TRINITY  9:30 AM FRIDAY DECEMBER 23RD    

May be rescheduled if a funeral makes it necessary. 

December Youth Group Events  
for 7th-12th Graders in All Parishes 
*NOTE: PARENTS NEED TO SIGN WAIVER AT DROP OFF.  
 

Saturday, Dec 17th 10 AM-1 PM at Hope House Mission 
 Wrap presents at Hope House Mission, 1001 Grove St. 
 

Sunday, Dec 18th after 9:30 AM Mass at Holy Name 
 Decorate Holy Name of Jesus Church for Christmas   
 and prepare food baskets for community donation. 
 

Young Adult Events  
for Young Adults in All Parishes 
Advent Small Groups 
We’ll be reading Bishop Robert Barron’s Advent &  
Christmas Word on Fire devotion and discussing it  
weekly over food.  This is a great opportunity to make 
friends with other young Catholics and to grow closer 
to Christ.  Anyone interested is welcome to join! 
 

Tables of 8 
Tables of 8 is an opportunity to meet other young  
Catholics and bond over a meal.  Each month the  
group meets once or twice to share a potluck dinner  
and fellowship.  Sign up soon as spots are filling up fast!   
To sign up email Anaga De Zoysa ad    dezoysa@ 
outlook.com or text him 513-433-9449.  

 Communal Advent Penance Services 
Thursday, Dec 22nd Holy Trinity Church 
After the 12:10 PM Mass and 7 PM   

  

    Christmas Mass Schedule 
     Christmas Eve - Saturday, Dec 24th 

 

               3 PM  and  5 PM  ---  St. John Church 
 

  4:30 PM  and  Midnight  ---  Holy Trinity Church 
          

  Christmas Day - Sunday, Dec 25th 

  

                  10 AM ---  St. John Church 



Parishioner Kara Jackson  
Out and About In the  
Community!  Kara worked  
the elections and marched in 
the Santa Parade last month, 
catching up with an old friend,                                      
                                    Parade 
                                    Grand 
                                    Marshall 
                                    Kyle 
                                    Schwarber! 

 

 
 

Communion Hymn    
Behold the Lamb 
 

1.   Behold the Lamb who bears our sins away,  
      Slain for us: 
      And we remember the promise made  
      That all who come in faith  
      Find forgiveness at the cross.  
      So, we share in this Bread of Life,   

      And we drink of His sacrifice,   
      As a sign of our bonds of peace  
      Around the table of the King.  
       

2.   The body of our Saviour, Jesus Christ,   
      Torn for you: 
      Eat and remember the wounds that heal,  
      The death that brings us life,  
      Paid the price to make us one.  
      So, we share in this Bread of Life,   

      And we drink of His sacrifice,   
      As a sign of our bonds of love  
      Around the table of the King.  
 

3.   The blood that cleanses every stain of sin,  
      Shed for you: 
      Drink and remember He drained deaths cup  
      That all may enter in  
      To receive the life of God.  
       So, we share in this Bread of Life,   

      And we drink of His sacrifice,   
      As a sign of our bonds of grace  
      Around the table of the King.  
       

4.   And so with thankfulness and faith  
      We rise to respond 
      And to remember our call to follow  
      In the steps of Christ   
      As His body here on earth.  
      As we share in in His suffering,    

      We proclaim:  Christ will come again!  
      And we’ll join in the feast of heav’n  
      Around the table of the King.  
 

      CCLI Song #5003372 © 2007 Thankyou Music  For use sole with eh SongSelect.  Terms of use.    
      All rights reserved.  www.ccli.com  CCLI License # 21532998 

 
 

Offertory Hymn    
The King Shall Come 
 

1.   The King shall come when morning dawns  
      And light triumphant breaks,  
      When beauty gilds the eastern hills 
      And life to joy awakes.  

      Not, as of old, a little child,   
      To bear, and fight, and die,  
      But crowned with glory like the sun  
      That lights the morning sky.  
 

2.   O brighter than the rising morn  
      When he, victorious, rose  
      And left the lonesome place of death,  
      Despite the rage of foes.   

      O brighter than that glorious morn  
      Shall this fair morning be,   
      When Christ, our King, in beauty comes, 
      And we his face shall see!  
 

3.   The King shall come when morning dawns  
      And light and beauty brings.  
      Hail, Christ, the Lord!  
      Thy people pray:  

      Come quickly, King of kings.   
      Come quickly, King of kings.   
       

      Text: Greek; tr. by John Brownlie, 1859-1925, alt. Music © 2013, Trevor Thomson,  
            Published by Spirit & Song®, a division of OCP.  All rights reserved.  License A702646     






