
December 25, 2022                                         Nativity of the Lord  

     ST. JOHN CHURCH        HOLY TRINITY CHURCH  
       1405 FIRST AVENUE                    201 CLARK STREET 

      SATURDAY   4:30 PM                  SUNDAY    9:00 AM 

      SUNDAY      10:30 AM   This Mass Live Streamed  

HOLY FAMILY PARISH 

A Catholic faith community called to serve God and others  
through Eucharist, prayer, education, and daily living of the Gospel values. 

PARISH OFFICE:  201 CLARK STREET, MIDDLETOWN, OH 45042 

513-422-0602         www.holyfamilymiddletown.com 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
ST. JOHN CHURCH   

SATURDAY  3:30 PM 

Wishes for a Blessed Christmas to all  from Fr. John Civille and the staff of 
Holy Family Parish.  We thank all who give so generously of their time, 
talents, and treasures throughout the year.  We truly appreciate you! 

PREP Christmas Play - Kindergarteners Brice Middleton (Joseph) Lillian Ponder (Mary)  
Charlotte Goss and Caroline DeWitt (Angels) and Tristan Middleton (Star of Bethlehem)  



Our Prayers & Sympathy are Extended  
to the family and friends of Lori Nicholas, who 
died December 14th, and Vilma Erb, who died  
December 15th, and to Paul & Dee Dee Mosko  
in the death of Dee Dee’s father, Brinton Barlow,  
who died December 15th.  

Daily Scripture Readings  
Mon: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59 / Mt 10:17-22 
Tues: 1 Jn 1:1-4 / Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
Wed: 1 Jn 1:5 ─ 2:2 / Mt 2:13-18 
Thurs: 1 Jn 2:3-11 / Lk 2:22-35 
Fri: Sir 3:2-6,12-14 / Mt 2:13-15,19-23 
Sat: 1 Jn 2:18-21 / Jn 1:1-18 
Sun: Nm 6:22-27 / Gal 4:4-7 / Lk 2:16-21 

       Monday, December 26  

No Mass 

       Tuesday, December 27  

No 8:15 AM  Mass SJ23  No Mass - Christmas Break    

        Wednesday, December 28  

12:10 PM  Mass HT     Rita Gough - Wedding Anniversary Rem. 

       Thursday, December 29  

12:10 PM  Mass HT Gino DiCristoforo 

        Friday, December 30 

  8:00 AM  Mass HT Matt Alexander - Birthday Remembrance 

          Saturday, December 31     

  4:30 PM  Mass SJ  Julia Scearce - Anniversary Remembrance 

        Sunday, January 1  Solemnity of Mary 

  9:00 AM  Mass HT     Special Intention 

10:30 AM  Mass SJ Peg Dupps  

HOLY FAMILY MASS SCHEDULE   

“I Don’t Get Anything Out of Mass.” 
This is what many people say who have drifted 
away from the Church.  But Jesus told us He  
came so that we might have “life to the fullest” 
and that life is found in communion with  
Him in the Mass.   
Experience the Mass in   
a whole new way with 
Word on Fire’s The Mass  
video series presented 
by Bishop Robert Barron.  
For six Sundays from January 8th  
- February 12th you’ll receive an  
email with a 25-minute episode which you can 
watch when you want to, at your own pace,  
on your own time, over the course of the week. 
Sign up for FREE at CatholicAOC.org/theMass.  

 

Weekly Collections Stewardship  
 

Sunday, December 18th  $23,907.57    
 

Thank you for your generous stewardship! 

In Your Prayers Remember  Charlie Rouster 
at Atrium Medical Center this week.  
 

Going into Hospital or a Rehab Facility?  
Scheduled for a Procedure?  Please call or 
have a family member or friend call us  
513-422-0602 and let us know!   
 

The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick  
is extended to all who are ill or   
are about to undergo an operation  
or treatment.  You’re encouraged  
to call the parish office 513-422-0602 if you’d 
like to receive the Anointing of the Sick for 
yourself or a loved one.  There is no need nor 
reason to wait for the last possible moment.     

  Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  

    3:00 PM  Mass SJ     Roger & Barbara and David South 

   This Mass live streamed and available on the website anytime.  

    4:30 PM Mass HT    Lucy Dillon - Anniversary Remembrance 

    5:00 PM  Mass SJ     George Jeffery 

 12:00 AM Mass HT     Sue Fuller  

 10:00 AM  Mass SJ     Kitty Dillon Day 

 Dec 31/Jan 1 4:30 PM SAT 9:00 AM SUN 10:30 AM SUN

 Eucharistic  Pat Montgomery 1B  Janet Chase 1B  Sue Mulligan 1B

 Ministers  Kathi Magus 2B  Kathy Farler 2B  Barb Luksic 2B

 Barbara Heinle 3B  Karen Dillon 3B  Rosetta DiCristoforo 3B

 Lectors  Paul Presta  Monica Cummins  Janet Zappia

 Stephanie Burk  John Herr  Joe Zappia

 Server  Dick Montgomery  Kara Jackson  Mary Barlage

 Greeters  Barbara Heinle D1  Monica Cummins D1  Rosetta DiCristoforo D1 

  Jinnie Raney D2  
 

MINISTERS  NEXT  WEEK



Introductions to Sunday Readings 
by Bishop Ken Untener, in collaboration 
with Catherine Haven and Fr. Bill Taylor 
First Reading - Isaiah 9:1-6   
The prophet Isaiah lived 750 years before Christ.  
In his time, the northern Jewish kingdom of Israel was 
laid waste by the armies of Assyria.  Today’s passage 
offers the conquered people hope for a glorious future  
under a wonderful king.  Christians have seen Jesus  
as fulfilling this prophecy. 
 

Second Reading - Titus 2:11-14   
The letter to Titus was written about 30 years after 
Paul’s death, and was written in Paul’s name, a  
practice common in the ancient world.  Titus was a 
traveling companion of Paul, and later was in charge  
of a Christian community on the island of Crete.  

  

  Welcome Visitors! 
 

           Merry Christmas  
            and welcome to 
       Holy Family Parish! 
 

 If you’re from out of town and just visiting,   
 we’re glad you joined us!   
 

 If you’re local and chose to celebrate   
 Christmas Mass with us, we welcome you  
 as well and hope you’ll join us again soon!   
 

 Check out www.holyfamilymiddletown.com  
 to find out more about Holy Family Parish.   
 We encourage you to find us on Facebook -  
 Holy Family Parish - Middletown and to call  
 513-422-0602 if we can be of assistance. 

RCIA - Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Are you interested in learning about the 
Catholic faith?  If so, RCIA is for you!  
RCIA meets in the St. John’s Rectory at  
11:30 a.m. on Sundays leading up to Easter.   
If you’d like more information or are interested in the 
RCIA classes, please call the office 513-422-0602 or 
email Kathi at kathi@holyfamilymiddletown.com.  

Are You Expecting Your First Baby?   
What an exciting time!  So many things to  
take care of before your due date.… 
gathering baby clothes and baby gear,  
taking a childbirth class, and keeping all 
your doctor’s appointments.  If you plan to  
have your baby baptized, why not include  
the Holy Family Parish Baptism Preparation Class in 
your prearrangements?  These classes are held  
quarterly in March, June, September and December.  
Just watch future bulletins for the actual date, time and 
location and call the office 513-422-0602 to register.   

 

 Happy 90th Birthday  Norma Reardon! 
 Norma   ̶ pictured her with her  
 daughter Jayne and granddaughter  
 Keara  ̶  celebrates  this big birthday  
 this Thursday,  December 29th!   
 

 Happy Birthday 
       Norma!  



On the last day of school before Christmas break, the Elf  
was found in the school chapel, leaving this message: 
My prayer for you as I leave is that the joy,  
excitement, and anticipation that you felt  
looking forward to seeing the elf each day is only  
a fraction of the joy, excitement, and anticipation you feel 
waiting for the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  
I wish you all a wonderful Christmas and a blessed 2023!  

Coming in 2023! 
Jan 19th - Feb 27th 
Holy Family, Holy Name, 
and Our Lady of Sorrows 
parish members will be  
invited to participate in 
an anonymous survey 
that will ask us to reflect on our own spiritual growth 
and enable us to provide feedback on our parish’s 
efforts to help us grow. 
  All responses will be confidential and the parish will  
only receive information about the community as a 
whole, providing insights into the level of missionary 
discipleship in the parish in addition to the effective-
ness of the Mass experience, preaching and other  
aspects of the parish.  The online survey  ̶  which takes 
10-15 minutes  ̶  will be accessed via a link that will be 
available January 19th - February 27th.  A paper copy of 
the survey will be available at the doors of the churches 
or you can call the parish office 513-422-0602 to have 
one mailed to you.   

We hope to get the highest response rate possible as  
this information will be invaluable in helping our priests 
and parish leaders gain a sense of where to focus their 
evangelization efforts and in helping each of us strive  
to be the best disciples we can be.   We’ll receive the 
results this spring/summer and we’ll share what we 
have learned with our entire Family of parishes. 

Thanks to Amy Gray, Mike Kramer, 
and Marty Mulhall and the  
Soloists, Choirs, and Musicians  
for Beautiful Music this Christmas! 
The lists below don’t include all of the wonderful music  
for all five Christmas Masses here at Holy Family, but  
it is a highlight of the prelude hymns and vocalists...  

 

Prelude - 3 PM Christmas Eve Mass at St. John 
Wood of the Cradle - Steve Ifcic 
Christmas Lullaby - Steve Pearce 
Mary, Did You Know? - Steve Pearce 
Christmas Hymn - Steve Pearce 
Here With Us - Jeff Nye 
When Love Was Born - Theo Cox 
Almost There - Dee Dee Mosko 
Silent Night - Harper Wolf 
various - Choir 
 

Prelude - 4:30 PM Christmas Eve Mass at Holy Trinity 
Mary, Did You Know? – Eva Greer & Marty Mulhall 
Breath of Heaven – Eva Greer & Marty Mulhall 
Sweet Little Jesus Boy – Marty Mulhall 
Hush My Babe, Lie Still and Slumber – Eva Greer 
 

Prelude - Midnight Christmas Eve Mass at Holy Trinity 
Mary, Did You Know? – Eva Greer & Marty Mulhall 
Sweet Little Jesus Boy – Marty Mulhall 
Adeste, Fideles – Don Keighley & Marty Mulhall 
various - Choir 

Mrs. Dawn Pickerill, Principal of St. John XXIII, Started Each School Day  
from Dec 1st - 16th as the ‘Elf on the Shelf’ to Surprise Students!  



by Dawn Pickerill / Principal 
 

Traditional Values.  Exceptional Education. 
St. John XXIII Catholic School represents 150 years of 
Catholic Education dedicated to encouraging and  
developing well-rounded, self-confident and compas-
sionate children and young adults who lead successful, 
mindful, service-driven lives. Our school community is 
the foundation on which our core principles of faith  
and hard work bind us together as a family.  
 

If you are interested in a Catholic education that pro-
vides a challenging, structured and thoughtful learning 
environment led by highly qualified and experienced 
teachers, contact Principal Dawn Pickerill 513-424-1196. 
 

Open House Sunday,  January 29, 2023 
Our annual open house for prospective families is on 
January 29, 2023 from noon until 3:00pm. Those wishing 
to visit the school and get a tour by one of our staff or 
board members may RSVP through our website 
www.stjohn23school.org. 
 

We serve students from age three through 8th grade. 
We offer half-day preschool with a full-day option  
(until 6pm). We have before and after school care for 
our students in grades kindergarten through eighth.  
Students may be dropped off as early as 6:30am and 
picked up as late as 6:00pm. 
 

Students who need additional support through an  
IEP or 504 plan can receive this from one of our four  
intervention specialists, our speech pathologist,  
and/or our occupational therapist. 
 

We offer a gifted and talented program for  
Language Arts and Science, and we are one of the  
only schools in the Archdiocese that allows students  
to leave 8th grade having high school credits in both  
Algebra I and Geometry. 
 

Word of mouth is our #1 marketing tool, so please keep 
sharing the good news about our wonderful school! 
 

 

 

     From our school to your homes – Merry Christmas! 

           How Much Do YOU Know  
             About the Catholic Faith? 
 
 

Special Christmas Quiz!  
 

             Find the answers on the last page! 

1.  Incarnation means  
     (a)  all nations will bow to Jesus   
     (b)  carnations will be used to celebrate Christmas 
     (c)  God took on human flesh 
     (d)  the Virgin Mary is among us 
 

2.  The Christmas Season ends with the feast of  
     (a)  the Lord’s Supper  
     (b)  Thanksgiving  
     (c)  the Archangels  
     (d)  the Baptism of the Lord  
 

3.  Jesus’ first visitors were  
     (a)  the shepherds   
     (b)  the little drummer boy and his guitarist 
     (c)  the innkeeper 
     (d)  Herod’s soldiers  
 

4.  This solemnity celebrates the magi from the east   
      giving homage to the infant Jesus.   
     (a)  Holy Trinity  
     (b)  Tres Leches  
     (c)  Immaculate Conception 
     (d)  Epiphany 
 

5.  How did the magi find the baby Jesus?  
     (a)  followed the GPS on their camels  
     (b)  found Bethlehem on Google Maps   
     (c)  followed the star 
     (d)  asked the locals for directions to the             
            Church of the Nativity 
 

6.  A “crèche” is a 
     (a)  holy vessel used at Mass 
     (b)  priest’s vestment 
     (c)  container for consecrated hosts 
     (d)  Nativity scene 
 

7.  Traditionally, the 12 Days of Christmas refers to  
     (a)  the time between Christmas and Epiphany 
     (b)  the last twelve days of Advent 
     (c)  an Advent calendar 
     (d)  the O Antiphons 

http://www.stjohn23school.org


   Answers to the Special Christmas Faith Quiz  
1. (c)  Christmas celebrates the mystery of the Incarnation - when God took on human flesh. “The Word became 
flesh to be our model of Holiness” and “The Son of God became man so that we might become God” 
(CCC 459 and 460). 

2. (d)  The Christmas Season lasts until the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, when we celebrate Jesus being 
baptized by his cousin, John, in the Jordan River. 
  3. (a)  In terms of their social status, shepherds then were similar to today’s homeless population.   
4. (d)  The visit by the three kings (the wise men or the magi ), traditionally celebrated on January 6th, revealed 
even more deeply that the child born to Mary was the Son of God. 
5. (c)  Matthew 2:1-2 describes how the magi came to Jerusalem after seeing a star in the east that indicated 
the birth of a great king. 
6. (d)  Saint Francis of Assisi (1181-1226) began the custom of having a Nativity scene at Christmas.  The word 
derives from the place where he arranged it: Greccio in Italy. 
7. (a)  Epiphany used to be fixed on January 6th, and Christmas was celebrated for the whole 12 days.  

Middletown Arts Center  
Classes & Workshops 
Session One: January 3rd - February 16th 
Youth Painting, Calligraphy with Brush Pens, 
Teen Ceramics, Understanding Your Digital  
Camera, Weaving - Basket Tote, Kids Clay, Teen 
Drawing, Youth Drawing, Oils and Acrylics, Enam-
eling, Fiber Arts, Painting Fundamentals, Explore 
Cartooning, and much more!  You can download 
the entire schedule, register for a class, or join 
the email list at www.middletownartscenter. 
com, or if you prefer, simply call 513-424-2417.   
MAC's mission: to enrich our community by fostering 
creative expression through education, exhibition, 
and collaboration. 

Retrouvaille… A Lifeline for Married Couples    

Friday - Sunday, January 6th - 8th 
Thinking about separation or divorce?   
Is your marriage or that of a relative or friend heading  
for divorce?  Do you know how to save that marriage?   
Or do you feel helpless?  Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vī)  
is designed to help troubled marriages regain their health.   
The program is highly successful in saving hurting marriages.  
For confidential information or to register call 513-486-6222 
or go to www.HelpOurMarriage.com.   

A Weekend of Discovery…A Lifetime of Love!!  
Friday - Sunday, March 3rd - 5th 
Looking for the perfect Christmas gift for your spouse? 
Give the gift of yourself, better communication, more 
romance, and a weekend to be alone with your spouse. 
The next Marriage Encounter Weekend is March 3-5, 2023  
at Our Lady of the Holy Spirit Center in Cincinnati, Ohio.  
Apply today at https://esharing.org/applyWeekend.php. 
For more questions or more details contact: Andy & Melanie 
Reinersman at 859-653-8464 or application@esharing.org  
or visit esharing.org.   Make your good marriage great!  

Children’s Worship Bulletins - New Weekly! 
Help your youngster get more out of Mass!  
Bulletins are available in two  
age groups: 3+ and 7+.   
Pick up your free copy  
at the doors of the church!  

Attention Lifelong Learners!  Are You Ready to Learn Something New? 
The University of Dayton Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (UDOLLI) is accepting registrations for 
its Winter Program.  The program begins January 17 and offers over 79 seminars with no exams,  
grades or formal education required.  A single registration fee of $80 entitles you to register for as many of the 
seminars as you wish.  To read our catalog online, visit go.udayton.edu/udolli.  For more information or to be 
added to our mailing list please call the Office of Special Programs and Continuing Education at 937-229-2347. 

 Join us in Praying the Rosary in the St. John Center on Wednesday Nights at 7 PM  
 During the colder months, join fellow parishioners and friends in praying the Rosary in the  

 St. John Center on Wednesday nights at 7:00 p.m.   “The Rosary is spiritual medicine.”  Pope Francis 






