
 

A Vision for Our Lady of Peace Family of Parishes 
 

One thing I’ve been hearing I need for this Family of Parishes model to succeed is a guiding vision.  I’ve had that 

vision since about October, but I haven’t had words to express it until now.  Before I say “here is the vision” let 

me preface it by saying that it’s not a complete manifesto for running a parish.  I assume I don’t have to write 

about what we already understand and are doing.  This Catholic ship is going to continue to be what it has been.  

The vision is a needed course correction to keep it off the rocks and bring it to safe and profitable ports,  

profitable for our Lord Jesus Christ and His mission, not just our own wants and likes, that is.  That last part is 

what makes the vision good fodder for Lent.  Let’s look at the vision itself. 
 

The first and greatest concern of Our Lady of Peace Family of Parishes and later Parish is now and should always 

be coming to know our Lord better, deeper and in a more personal way.  This will be the goal of every level of 

the parish.  This will include all the people of our parish, people with families, middle aged and retirees, our 

youth and young adults, our elderly and shut-ins, and people with disabilities.  Implementation is its own stage 

and certainly an ongoing concern, but finding or inventing effective ways and methods to help our people  

approach Jesus is another part of our vision.  A third part is becoming a people who are missionary disciples.   

To borrow the old image of leading a horse to water, we can't make people drink or control how much is in the 

trough, but we must become effective at telling others how sweet and satisfying we found the Lord when we 

drank his life-giving water.  We are not expecting everyone to become street preachers, but anyone can learn  

to share their own story of God impacting their life and how to make an invitation to those who are intrigued.  

When we do invite those souls who are searching to "come and see," we have to have in place a way for them 

to experience the community of faith that will help them meet Jesus.  There is program called ALPHA that is  

designed to provide an experience of community and an introduction to Jesus Christ. 
 

Please notice that there are no timelines and only a few hints at “how to.”  The vision begins to map out how 

we can reflect more deeply on our faith in Jesus Christ and allow that to stir into flame the faith that already  

exists.  It then speaks of reaching out to others and telling them of faith.  That part may seem new.  However, 

this is what the Holy Spirit prompts every disciple to do, to tell of the wonders and power the Lord has shown  

in his or her life.  We will work on making that easier for the individual and provide a ready path for those who 

see in our people and community a “something” missing in their lives that they want to attain—our Lord Jesus.  

We will do this one step at a time and allow each person to come along at his or her own pace.   

“Your own pace” is a sacred conversation between you and the Lord. 
 

At the same time we do all this, we will also be bringing together the administrative workings that will make us 

one parish which the Archdiocese requires us to do.  We will talk much more extensively about all of this.   

This is only a vision.  It’s not even supposed to be an introductory outline.  That will come later.   

Even the archdiocesan planners aren’t that far along yet. 
 

May your Lenten preparations toward Easter be fruitful in coming to know the Lord and your faith in greater 

depth.  God bless you! 
 

Yours in Christ,    

 

Fr. Paul      


