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Dear Parents,  

    

  Welcome to a new school year.  I hope you all had a wonderful summer  

  

  Our lunch times will be changing this year.  Grades PreK-3 will eat at 11:30 am, 4-8 at 

12:15pm.  Prices are the same as last year and are as follows.  A lunch costs $2.85 and includes milk, 

an entrée, one serving of fruit and one serving of vegetables.  Milk costs $.40 for those who bring 

their lunch or have a second one with the tray lunch.  Sides, such as a salad or fruit, cost $.55.  An 

entrée, such as a slice of pizza or a burger, costs $1.70.  An entrée without the bun will be $1.00.  If 

your child brings their lunch but would like to purchase one menu item, such as a tossed salad, they 

can do that by letting us know when they come to lunch that day.  We will continue with the a la 

carte items for middle school again this year.  We will have the naked juices ($2), go-gurts (.50), 

chocolate and blueberry muffins (.60), Izze drinks ($1.00) and the cheese sticks ($.50) to start with but 

I may add more items throughout the year.  

  

  Now here is some important information regarding lunch payments.  

  

Our financial policy with regards lunch accounts is:  

All lunch accounts must always have a positive balance. We will no longer allow students go into 

the negative.  If your student comes through at lunch and has a negative balance they will be 

informed that payment must be sent in to school by the following school day before they can 

purchase additional food.  All negative balances from last year must be paid before the first day of 

school.  

  

All lunch payments must go through the school office.   

All payments must be made by check.  There is no way to track cash if it is lost.   

Please include your child’s name on the check  

Please do not include any other payment with your lunch check.  

  

  Lunch notices are sent via email so please make sure you have your current email on file at 

school.  Notices are send home on Wednesday or Thursday every week.  Please read the notice 

carefully.  If there is a negative sign in front of your child’s balance you owe that amount.  If there is 

not a negative sign that is the balance your child has in their account.  If at any time you have a 

question about your child’s account please contact me immediately.  Your child may ask any day 

what their current balance is as they come through the line.  

  

  



Once you receive a lunch notice, the account number on it is your child’s number for the rest 

of the school year, so please include this number on future payments. Please be aware it will not 

necessarily be the same as you have had in past years.  You may write one check for siblings but 

please indicate how you want it split between accounts.  If no instructions are received I will split it 

as best I can.  

  

Every month the menu is posted on our website under the Family tab and on Jupiter plus it 

will be sent home via an email.  Please print off a copy at home so your child knows what is being 

served that day.  Younger students like to know what is being served especially if you have a picky 

eater who may want to pack a lunch instead.  It saves disappointment during the lunch time.  

  

  

You will notice this year again I have not attached a Free and Reduced lunch application.  

Instead they are now on the school website.  Go to Families then to the Cafeteria menu and 

information.  You will find both the application and a letter with instructions.  Please make sure you 

fill it out completely and sign in the appropriate places.  Be sure to look on the application for 

textbook assistance and complete if necessary.  Please print off a copy of the application and send it 

immediately to the school if you think you might be eligible for free or reduced meals.  If you have 

received free or reduced meals in the past, please fill out the application again as we must have one 

on file for each year.  If you need me to send a copy home I am more than willing to do that.  Please 

let me know immediately if you need one so we can get you in the system as soon as possible.  If your 

student is eligible for Free or Reduced meals that will include one full tray as explained above.  Any 

extras are charged at the a la carte rates 

  

  

Again this year we have the “Offer Versus Serve” option at our school.  That gives your 

student some choices on their tray.  At this point I would rather grades 4-8 use this option as I feel the 

younger grades need to continue trying all the items offered on the tray.  Offer versus serve means 

they can decline up to 2 items on a given day and it still count as a reimbursable lunch.  For example 

if your child does not like carrots they can decline them.  I will offer them double fruit if they wish.  

Please keep in mind if your student declines an item they will still be paying the full price for the 

lunch.  We had great success with our new salad bar for the last couple of years for grades 4 and 

above and will continue to offer new items throughout the year so your student has more choices  

  

  

If your student has a special dietary requirement that has been determined by a doctor I will 

need a copy of that doctor’s diagnosis in writing to have on file in the cafeteria.  I can email you that 

form if you need one.  Please contact me and I can send it to you immediately.  If I do not have a 

doctor’s statement I cannot make exceptions for your student’s lunch.  

  

  

  

  

  



As we are part of the national School Lunch Program we ask that you not bring fast food into 

the cafeteria during the lunch serve.  You are always welcome to come eat lunch with your child.  

You may either buy the lunch we have that day or you may bring a sack lunch from home.  If you 

have grandparents or other family members that wish to come we would love to see them also we 

just ask that you please pass on this information to them.  An adult meal costs $3.70 

  

  

As always if you have any questions at any time about your child’s account please do not 

hesitate to contact me.  

  

  

Maura Hutchinson  

462-6380  

mhutchinson@stmichaelsgrfld.org   


