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The Crusader                                                                                                                                                           September 15, 2017 
Prayer 

You faithfully answer our prayers with awesome deeds O God our Savior, You 

are the hope of everyone on earth.  Psalm 65:5 

 

Hope 

Our virtue of focus for September is Hope.   

 

 

ISTEP Scores Are in……………………….. 

Ladies and Gentlemen drum roll please.  St Michael Catholic School has 

achieved an A rating from the Indiana Department of Education based on our 

2017 ISTEP+ scores.  We received 99.9 out of 100 points for an overall score.  This 

score was achieved through a performance domain rating and a growth 

domain rating.  Performance domain is determined by averaging the passing 

rate for Language Arts 87.9% and Mathematics 83.6%.  The growth rating is 

determined based on how the students grew from last year to this year.  Our 

points 113.90.  Each category performance and growth are weighted at 50% to 

determine points.  Performance 42.90 points and Growth 56.95 points for a total 

of 99.9 points.  Great job staff, students and parents! 

 

Michaelmas Raffle 

Raffle tickets are available for our parish Michaelmas raffle.  Purchase one ticket 

for $50 with the chance to win $10,000.  Only 500 tickets will be sold. Tickets will 

be available  

after each of the Masses the weekends of September 16/17 and 23/24.  Tickets 

are also on sale in the parish office Monday-Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Don’t 

want to stand in line or make a special trip?  You may also pick up a raffle ticket 

form in the back of church, fill out the information, place it in an envelope with 

a check for $50, and drop it into the pink envelope drop box in the back of the 

church.  We will mail your purchased raffle ticket to you.  You must be 18 or 

older to purchase or win. 
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Imagination Library – Penny Wars 

                            September 18 - 22 

St. Michael School will once again support the 

Imagination Library project.  This year we will have 

Penny Wars as our fundraiser.   

Students are encouraged to bring their pennies or 

other money and put into their classroom bucket.  Our 

goal is $800.  The class who raises the most money will 

receive cotton candy made by our own Cotton 

Candy king Mr. Warner.  If the school exceeds our goal 

the students will be allowed to vote on an all school      

 award.  Go Crusaders? 

UPCOMING EVENTS            

September 19 

Student Council meeting            

3 – 3:30 

 

September 20 

8th Grade Mass at Scecina 

 

September 18 – 21 

Penny Wars 

 

September 20 & 21 

7th CYO Camp 

 

September 25 – 28 

Rosary Making 

 

September 27 

See you at the pole (Flag pole) 

8:30 AM 

 

September 29 

Kindergarten @ IUPUI 

 

September 29 

Michaelmas 

 

September 27 – 29 

5th Bradford Woods 

 

October 2 – 6 

Scholastic Book Fair 

 

October 6 

Grandparents Day 

Early Dismissal 1:30 – No 

Aftercare 

 

Mission Statement 

 Led by the Holy Spirit, 

 St. Michael Catholic School 

encourages our students to 

grow in their Catholic faith, 

achieve academic 

excellence and become 

responsible citizens. 
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Thanks to the third-grade class for preparing our liturgy this week.  Our servers were Jack Murphy, David Hull, 

Michael Thorpe.  Kimmy, Hadley, Shepherd, Meredith, Joshua, Elizabeth, Reece, Addison and Isaac. Cantors for 

the week Abby H., Sophia, Emily S. Brooklyn, Joseph S., and Gavin. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Council Elections 

St Michael Student Council elections took place on Wednesday.  Results will be available on Monday.  I want to 

thank Mr. Duncan for spearheading this electoral process.  Our candidates were: 

Secretary:  Annan Tiede, Mary Ellen Stratman 

Treasurer: Reagan McDonald, Matthew Royster, Sophia Kemp, Taylor Shortridge 

Vice President: Norah Johnson, Jack Drewes 

President: Reagan Hersberger, Abby Mulligan 

 

Sixth Grade Stonehenge 

Finnley Greene and Kirk Knecht represented the sixth-grade students and explained their projects.  Students were 

to determine how Stonehenge might have been built.  Finnley’s theory: a balance on wheels was used to lift the 

huge stones.  Once the stones were lifted the base of the cart could be pulled by animals or people.  To set the 

large stones in place rocks were removed from the one end of the balance system until the large rock was 

lowered into place. Kirk’s theory was that the stones, some of which came from 200 miles away were pulled on 

sleds by oxen and men.  Once the stones arrived at Stonehenge a series of ramps were used to pull the lintels 

into place.  As Kirk reminds us in his introductory paragraph “Stonehenge is a historical mystery that took 1500 

years to build.”  Congratulations to all our 6th grade students on a job well done.  I see a few future engineers in 

this group.   
 

 

  

 

 6th Grade                     6th Grade 

Kirk Knecht          Finnley Greene                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mass This Week 
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Thanks for Everything – Mrs. Hutchinson 

It is with a heavy heart that I announce that our Cafeteria Director Mrs. Hutchinson will be retiring after Fall Break.  

She has chosen to make her personal schedule more flexible to travel with family and friends.  Mrs. Hutchinson, 

you will be missed.  We will let you know when we will celebrate Mrs. Hutchinson’s time at St. Michael.  Watch for 

more information.  No one can ever take the place of another.  We can walk a similar path but cannot replace 

the person.  Mrs. Jenny Thorpe will be transitioning into the Cafeteria Director position under the tutelage of Mrs. 

Hutchinson.  Let’s welcome Mrs. Thorpe into her new role and support her on her new journey. 

 

Class of 2030 

IUPUI a Walk into the Future 

On Friday, September 29th the Kindergarten will go on a field trip to IUPUI. This is part of the Hancock County 

initiative that encourages all kindergarten students to start a College Choice 529 savings account.  Mrs. Schurger 

has sent permission slips home and is looking for chaperones to assist with student supervision.  We will leave St. 

Michael by 9:30 on the 29th and return between 2 and 2:30. Remember all chaperones must have completed 

our Safe and Sacred program to volunteer or chaperone.  (See the information listed below) Don’t wait for the 

last minute to complete this mandatory program. 

 

Safe and Sacred 

Parents, grandparents, and friends of St. Michael Catholic School who would like to volunteer, attend field trips, 

or work as coaches need to complete the Safe and Sacred program and a background check prior to 

interacting with students.  It takes a minimum of 48 to 72 hours for us to receive results from background checks.  

Completing this as soon as possible will keep you from being ineligible for field trips etc.  https://safeandsacred-

archindy.org/login/index.php. 

 

 

CYO Camp and Bradford Woods 

These two annual field trips are just around the corner.  All forms must be signed and returned with the necessary 

fees or your child could be left behind.  Please contact your child’s homeroom teacher to verify your child has 

everything turned in. 

 

Chess Club 

Chess club had an amazing beginning on Wednesday.  Nineteen future grandmasters attended the meeting.  

We will continue with Chess club next week on Wednesday, September 20th from 2:30 – 3:30.  It is not too late to 

sign up!  Please check with the office if you are in 4th – 8th grade and need a permission slip.  Students are not 

allowed to stay unless they have a signed form on file.  We will be moving Chess club into PLC 2 across from the 

gym.  This will give a quieter atmosphere for the students to concentrate on their next move. Parents will need to 

pick up students at 3:30 in the gym. 

 

https://safeandsacred-archindy.org/login/index.php
https://safeandsacred-archindy.org/login/index.php
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Crusader Sports 

Kickball: We are one game from being Division 3 Champs! We will be playing St. Jude.  Both teams have a 6 and 

1 record for the season.  There is a tie-breaking game for this Friday AT ST. JUDE at 6:30.  Players should be at St 

Jude by 5:30. If we beat St. Jude, then we will be Division 3 Champs.  

If we should win on Friday, then we are automatically in the final game of the tournament on Thursday, 

September 21 5:00 PM at Little Flower.  We would play the winner of the Div. 1 vs. Div. 2 game.   

Girls Basketball: Practice for the Cadet A girls’ basketball team begins next week.  Practices are currently 

scheduled to begin on Tuesday, September 19 from 3 – 5PM in the gym.  Practices will continue Friday, 9/22 from 

3 – 5 and Sunday, 9/24 from 5 – 7. 

 

Crusader Alumni Pride 

The Crusader is going to celebrate our alumni that are making a mark on the 

world.  If you have a story about an alumnus of the school send it to Mrs. Hittel at 

rhittel@stmichaelsgrfld.org.   

Congratulations to our outstanding Alumni! 

 

 

 

 

SCECINA NEWS 

Open House 

Mark your calendars for Scecina’s Open House! It will be held from 6:00 – 8:30 p.m. on Thursday, October 12th. 

This is a great opportunity for families to learn more about Scecina, tour the building, and meet all of the faculty 

and staff! Register for Open House by calling the Enrollment Office at 317-352-3287 or by visiting 

www.scecina.org/openhouse.  

Parent Ambassador Team 

The PAT is "a group of dedicated parents of current,  future or past students who call forth parent's God-given 

talents and build relationships to positively impact every student's education in accordance with the Gospel and 

the mission of Scecina Memorial High School." We are most successful when we have an engaged group of 

parents open to sharing some portion of their time, talent and feedback with us.   

Please contact Nick Petrone at LNP3ind@gmail.com or 317-313-6528 so we can build upon the many great 

successes at Scecina.  YOU make the difference! 

 

Scecina continued next page 

School Improvement Goals 

Catholic Identity All students will gain a better understanding of Catholic social justice teachings. 

Math Students will demonstrate greater understand of math processing skills and content vocabulary to more 

accurately compute and solve mathematical problems. 

Language Arts All students will improve their comprehension of both fiction and nonfiction literature. 

Enrollment Increase student enrollment through the implementation of new marketing plan 

 

x-apple-data-detectors://3/
x-apple-data-detectors://6/
x-apple-data-detectors://6/
x-apple-data-detectors://6/
mailto:rhittel@stmichaelsgrfld.org
http://www.scecina.org/openhouse
mailto:LNP3ind@gmail.com
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Scecina continued 

Club 53 

Please join us on Saturday, November 11, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. in the Scecina Gymnasium for a party with a purpose! 

Father Glenn O’Connor of St. Susana Parish will be the master of ceremonies and emcee for Scecina Memorial 

High School’s Club 53 fundraiser. 

Tickets are $50 each through Oct. 31 ($65 each starting Nov.1). Purchase by Oct. 31 to be entered into the Early 

Bird drawing for $500. Tickets include dinner, desserts, late-night pizza, music, the silent auction, 5 local craft 

breweries, Easley wines, domestic beer, and an entry in the $5,000 “Lucky 10” Raffle. 

Scecina Women’s Circle 

We invite all women to learn more about the Scecina Women's Circle. Our first event of the year is a party at the 

Benton House in Irvington on Oct. 5. Learn more at www.scecina.org/scecina-womens-circle 

State Champions Ring Ceremony 

Coaches and members of the 2017 Crusaders softball team will receive State Championship rings at halftime of 

Friday’s football game vs. Roncalli. Let’s get a big Crusader crows out to the game to honor our State Champs! 

The game starts at 7 p.m. at Tech High School. 

Crusaders at Lucas Oil 

The Crusaders play the Cardinal Ritter Raiders at Lucas Oil Stadium on Friday, Oct. 6 at 5:30 p.m. Pre-sale tickets 

are available in the Athletics Office. 

Sports Passes Available 

Scecina sports passes are available in the Athletics Office. They are $75 each or two for $125. Sports passes are 

valid for one admissions to Crusader home athletic events. They are not valid for the City tournaments or post-

season competition. 

 

CATHEDRAL NEWS 

Shadow at Cathedral High School 

Come be a VIP— “Very IRISH Person”—for a day! We invite all 8th grade students to spend a day in the life of one 

of our students, meeting teachers, attending classes and experiencing what being IRISH is all about! Visiting 

students will be hosted by a freshman student who has similar co-curricular interests and/or academic 

abilities. Follow this link to sign up:  http://bit.ly/2x6qeGU or contact Maribeth Cloud at 

mcloud@gocathedral.com.  

  

CYO Girls’ Volleyball 

Celebrate CYO Volleyball! Join Cathedral Girls’ Volleyball Team on September 21st as they compete against 

Yorktown High School. JV begins at 5:30, with Varsity following. All students receive free admission.  

  

CYO Football Night 

Join the Irish Football Team and Fans September 22 for CYO Night. Come meet the team, tailgate with the fans 

and receive free admission to the game (students only). Pre-register at gocathedral.com/cyofootball   

  

Children’s Play 

Cathedral Theatre will present "After the Rain King" at 1 p.m. and 4 p.m. on Sunday, October 1st in the Joseph 

O'Malia Performing Arts Center. Students, use your Cathedral All Access Pass for free admission! For ticket 

information, visit www.gocathedral.com/theatre. 

http://www.scecina.org/scecina-womens-circle
http://bit.ly/2x6qeGU
mailto:mcloud@gocathedral.com
http://gocathedral.com/cyofootball
http://www.gocathedral.com/theatre


 

CRUSADER 

Crusader Happenings  

this week 
 

A Sampling of Sixth Grade Stonehenge Projects 
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                KINDERGARTEN 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 3rd Grade Musketeers have 

joined together and pledge to work 

as one team.  The Musketeers will 

be: 

✓ Respectful/polite 

✓ Safe 

✓ Responsible 

The students have pledged to win 

together and lose together for they 

are All for One and One for all!  You 

will receive more information from 

Ms. Fleming next week. 
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Morning Arrival Procedures 

We will no longer separate our morning arrival procedures by where your name falls in the alphabet.  The 

following are our new procedures.  Please share this information with other adults who may be dropping off your 

child/children each morning.  Extra staff will be out in the morning for a while as we transition.  It is our goal and 

commitment to keep every child safe.  The extra staff will be reminding drivers and students of proper arrival 

procedures.   We can only do that if parents and other adults who drop off children follow these necessary safety 

rules. 

EXPRESS DROP OFF 

 Front of School 

The express drop off area will be for those students who need no assistance for drop off.  Parents are to remain 

in their vehicles.  Students need to quickly exit the vehicle and enter the school building.  Vehicles should pull 

forward to the pole at the north end of the main school building, this will allow more vehicles to enter the circle.  

If your child needs extra time to remove a project from your vehicle you should use the extra time drop off area. 

No one should ever pass another vehicle!  

 

EXTRA TIME DROP OFF 

 Fr. Severin Life Center/Gym Entrance 

The extra time drop off area is for students who need more time exiting their vehicles.  Parents may assist their 

child/children with seatbelts, backpacks, or other items.  Parents are to remain with the vehicle and not walk their 

child/children into the building.  This extra time drop off area will be slower and will require that parents show 

more patience and consideration for other drivers and their children.  No one should ever pass another vehicle! 

***If you need to do more for your child than opening a door, unbuckling, and handing a backpack you should 

choose the walk your child in option.   

 

WALK YOUR CHILD IN 

 Front of School or Fr. Severin Life Center 

If you need to spend time with your child/children and walk him/her into the school building please park on 

Jefferson Boulevard or behind the church.  If you park behind the church you will need to get into the extra time 

drop line with other vehicles when you are ready to leave.  If you park on Jefferson Boulevard and need to enter 

the circle at the front of the building you will need to get in the express drop off line.   No one should ever pass 

another vehicle! 
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IMAGINATION LIBRARY  

                     Fundraiser  
  

When:  September 18 – 22  

Where:  St. Michael Catholic School  

  

  

 

 

 

What are we doing?  

Penny Wars!  Students are encouraged to help support the  

Imagination Library Foundation in Hancock County.  St. Michael Catholic School is committed to raising $800 

for books. The money will be used to purchase books for children beginning at birth.    

How does Penny Wars work?  

  

Students bring in change and drop the change into the bucket in their classroom.  The class with the most 

money wins a cotton candy party.  More importantly the children in Hancock County win. Help us reach our 

$800 goal!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


