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The Crusader                                                                                                                                                           September 22, 2017 
Prayer 

God of all seasons, we thank you for Autumn. 

We thank you 

for the touch of coolness in the air that gives us a new burst of energy, 

for the coloring of trees that shows the creativity of the Divine Artist, 

for the falling leaves that reveal the strength of the branches, 

for the hues of fields that bring peace to our souls, 

for the smiles on pumpkins that bring joy to children, 

for the fall harvest which that brings us gratitude for the bounty of our land, 

for this change of seasons that reveals the circle of life.  

God of all seasons, as you transform the earth, transform us by your Spirit. 

Amen 

 

Hope 

Our virtue of focus for September is Hope.  According to Wikipedia hope is 

defined as: Hope is one of the three theological virtues in Christian tradition. 

Hope being a combination of the desire for something and expectation of 

receiving it, the virtue is hoping for Divine union and so eternal happiness. While 

faith is a function of the intellect, hope is an act of the will.  Teachers will be 

choosing those students are best exemplify the virtue of hope next week.  

Parents of the students of the month will be invited to join our morning assembly 

on Wednesday, October 4th.  Our virtue for October will be temperance.   

 

Michaelmas Raffle 

Raffle tickets are available for our parish Michaelmas raffle.  Purchase one ticket for 

$50 with the chance to win $10,000.  Only 500 tickets will be sold. Tickets will be 

available after each of the Masses on 23/24.  Tickets are also on sale in the parish 

office Monday-Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Don’t want to stand in line or make a 

special trip?  You may also pick up a raffle ticket form in the back of church, fill out 

the information, place it in an envelope with a check for $50, and drop it into the 

pink envelope drop box in the back of the church.  We will mail your purchased 

raffle ticket to you.  You must be 18 or older to purchase or win. 

License #143039 

 

Mass This Week 

Thanks to the second-grade class for preparing our liturgy this week.  The readers were 

Otto Sickels, Nash Berty, and Niamh Estrara. Petitions were read by Coraline Burke, 

Sam Busby, and Olivia Bradshaw.  Gift bearers for the week were Will Flench, Cailyn 

Plebanski, Kyle Gregoire and Madelyn Fox.  Our cantors for this week were Abby M., 

Annan, Cecelia, Matthew, Kayden, and Reese. Our servers were Michael Sitzman, 

Joseph Shininger, and Owen Sickels. 

 

Michaelmas – St. Michael Chaplet 

Please join us on September 29th at 2:30 as we pray the St. Michael Chaplet. Students 

will be led by parish ACT team at 2:30 in the church.  Benediction will follow.  Thank 

you to Petty Ellenberger for leading us. 

  

UPCOMING EVENTS            

September 25 – 28 

Rosary Making 

 

September 27 

See you at the pole (Flag pole) 

8:30 AM 

 

September 29 

St. Michael Chaplet at 2:30 

Kindergarten @ IUPUI 

 

September 29 

Michaelmas 

 

September 27 – 29 

5th Bradford Woods 

 

October 2 – 6 

Scholastic Book Fair 

 

October 6 

Grandparents Day 

Early Dismissal 1:30 – No 

Aftercare 

 

October 7 – 22 

Fall Break 

 

October 23 

First Quarter Report Cards Sent 

home 

 

October 24, 27 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 

 

Mission Statement 

 Led by the Holy Spirit, 

 St. Michael Catholic School 

encourages our students to 

grow in their Catholic faith, 

achieve academic 

excellence and become 

responsible citizens. 

  

 

Please see reminder under Arrival procedures!  
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See You at the Pole 

The See You at the Pole ceremony is Wednesday, September 27th at 8:30 in front of flag pole.   Families and students 

should be in place by 8:20AM.  As in the past, the 8th grade has planned the ceremony, and Fr. Aaron will attend.  The 

8th grade asks that you have students bring individual prayers (on narrow slips of construction paper) to be collected 

at the ceremony and offered up at the mass on the 29th.  Ceremony should last around 30 mins.  If rain, we will meet in 

gym.  

Rosary Making  

Monday, Sep 25: 

• 8:15-9:00:  7th grade 

• 9:00-9:45:  1st grade 

• 9:45-10:30:  6th grade 

• 11:15 11:55:  8th grade 

• 12:45-1:30:  4th grade 

• 2:15-2:45:  5th grade 

 

Thursday, Sep 28: 

• 10:15-11:00:  KG 

• Noon-12:45:  3rd grade 

• 12:45-1:15:  2nd grade 

 

Penny Wars for Imagination Library 

Our goal for the Penny Wars was $800.  The students at St. Michael did an amazing job!  We raised over $1200.  Since 

the students went above and beyond our goal the top three classes will receive cotton candy.   

First Place with $248.68 Pre-Kindergarten 

Second Place with $232.82 Third Grade 

Third Place with $224.14 Kindergarten 

Thank you parents, students and grandparents for all of your help. 

Grandparents Day 

Grandparents day is nearing.  As the grandparents are trying to plan their day here at St. Michael the following 

information may be helpful.  Please make sure that the grandparents RSVP!  Reservations should be made through the 

school office.  RSVPs are required so we can ensure we have enough food and know who is in the building. 

8:30 - School Mass - Grandparents and Special Guests invited 

9:30 -  10:30 - Group #1 (Split based on alphabet) Eat brunch and Visit the Book Fair; Group #2 -Tour classroom and 

school and visit book fair 

10:30- 11:30 - Group #2 Eat brunch and Visit the Book Fair; Group #1 - Tour classroom and school and visit the book fair 

1:30 PM - Dismissal 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj326XE-bjWAhVCyoMKHcsuD3IQjRwIBw&url=http://www.rosarymakersguide.org/ponybeadrosary.htm&psig=AFQjCNFO5DOUvaui6Imt-5fgvPo03mXZTg&ust=1506175051029781
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Grandparents may take the children out early, if they choose, after our scheduled events that includes brunch, a tour 

and the book fair.  Students must be signed out in the office prior to leaving. Please note that there will not be after 

school care on October 6th. 

Seventh Grade CYO Camp 
 

Our 7th grade students spent Wednesday and Thursday this week at Camp 

Rancho Framasa.  Here is a debrief with Amy and Cole. 

 

High ropes:  Wearing a harness Amy and others walked across the high 

ropes.  Don’t worry parents, the students wore safety harnesses.   

Cole talks about being pulled up by a rope and then let go and would 

swing back and forth. 

Night Hike:  Students hiked without the use of flashlights or any other lights.  

On the hike, everyone got in a circle. Once in the circle two students were 

put in the middle representing a bat and a moth.  The purpose was for the 

bat to find the moth and tag him/her.  Students experimented with 

covering one eye and the other one could see a light.  Then using both 

eyes the students determined which eye could see in the dark better.  The 

eye that had been covered and was used to the dark was able to see better in the dark, Amy and Cole said. 

Camouflage: A tree was called Eagle’s Nest.  Everyone would have a finger on the tree.  One student with eyes closed 

was touching the tree.  Students would hide.  Once the countdown was over the “Eagle” opened his eyes and while 

continuing to touch the tree had to seek out the other students.  Each round the students had to get closer.  At the 

end of the round whichever student made it back to the tree became the next eagle. 

Compass:  Students used a compass to find food hidden in the woods.  Once the food was found the students made 

a fire and cooked lunch.  The outside gourmets cooked chicken for chicken burritos. 

Canoeing/Kayaking:  A small pond/river was on the property.  Students had fun racing and splashing each other.  

Good thing it was a warm day! 

Our class:  Each student has his/her own talents and these were noticeable at camp.  The students became closer as 

a class.   

 
 

 

 

 

Student Council Elections 

St Michael Student Council elections results: 

Secretary:  Annan Tiede 

Treasurer: Sophia Kemp 

Vice President: Norah Johnson 

President: Reagan Hersberger 

 

Ladies Club and Gentlemen Club Officers 

Congratulations to our officers for the 2017 – 2018 school year! 

Ladies Club    Office    Gentlemen 

Lauren Silcox    President   Jack Murphy 

Mary Ellen Stratman   Vice President   Owen Sickels 

Emma Rennier    Treasurer   Shane Libby 

Mackenzie Willett   Secretary   Charlie Schenck 



 

CRUSADER 

     At Large   Michael Sitzman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Field Trips 

Field trips are a great experience for our children to learn outside of the traditional school setting.  We are grateful 

for all the parents, grandparents, and others who wish to chaperone.  A mandatory requirement for all volunteers 

or chaperones is to complete a background check and Safe and Sacred.  If you have not checked the status 

of your background check/Safe and Sacred, or have never completed one please use the information below 

to ensure you are able to go on the trip.  We are not allowed to let anyone go on a field trip without current 

information on file.   

For students to qualify to attend a field trip a permission slip for the field trip must be turned in prior to the 

homeroom teacher.  We cannot accept phone calls, emails or handwritten notes.  A email with a scanned copy 

of the St. Michael field trip form is acceptable. 

 

Safe and Sacred 

Parents, grandparents, and friends of St. Michael Catholic School who would like to volunteer, attend field trips, 

or work as coaches need to complete the Safe and Sacred program and a background check prior to 

interacting with students.  It takes a minimum of 48 to 72 hours for us to receive results from background checks.  

Completing this as soon as possible will keep you from being ineligible for field trips etc.  https://safeandsacred-

archindy.org/login/index.php. 

 

 

Class of 2030 

IUPUI a Walk into the Future 

On Friday, September 29th the Kindergarten will go on a field trip to IUPUI. This is part of the Hancock County 

initiative that encourages all kindergarten students to start a College Choice 529 savings account.  Mrs. Schurger 

has sent permission slips home and is looking for chaperones to assist with student supervision.  We will leave St. 

Michael by 9:30 on the 29th and return between 2 and 2:30.  

 

Crusader Sports 

Kickball: The 3rd & 4th girls team played an amazing game against St. Jude.  The Crusader girls lost in the bottom 

of the 7th.    Congratulations to the coaches, players and parents on a great season. 

 

Girls Basketball: Practice for the Cadet A girls’ basketball team begins next week.  Practices are currently 

scheduled: 

Friday, 9/22 from 3 – 5  

Sunday, 9/24 from 5 – 7 

Tuesday, 9/26 from 7 – 8:30 

School Improvement Goals 

Catholic Identity All students will gain a better understanding of Catholic social justice teachings. 

Math Students will demonstrate greater understand of math processing skills and content vocabulary to more 

accurately compute and solve mathematical problems. 

Language Arts All students will improve their comprehension of both fiction and nonfiction literature. 

Enrollment Increase student enrollment through the implementation of new marketing plan 

 

https://safeandsacred-archindy.org/login/index.php
https://safeandsacred-archindy.org/login/index.php
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Thursday, 9/27 from 7 – 8:30 

 

Crusader Alumni Pride 

The Crusader is going to celebrate our alumni that are making a mark on the world.  If you have a story about an 

alumnus of the school send it to Mrs. Hittel at rhittel@stmichaelsgrfld.org.   

Congratulations to our outstanding Alumni! 

 

Crusader Happenings  

this week in Pictures 
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 Fun times with good friends 
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Class of 2019 
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Open House 

Mark your calendars for Scecina’s Open House! It will be held from 6:00 – 8:30 p.m. on Thursday, October 12th. 

This is a great opportunity for families to learn more about Scecina, tour the building, and meet all of the faculty 

and staff! Register for Open House by calling the Enrollment Office at 317-352-3287 or by visiting 

www.scecina.org/openhouse.  

Crusaders at Lucas Oil Stadium 

The Crusaders will play Cardinal Ritter Raiders at Lucas Oil Stadium on Friday Oct. 6th at 5:30 p.m. Pre-sale tickets 

available in the Athletic Office. 

Club 53 

Please join us on Saturday, November 11, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. in the Scecina Gymnasium for a party with a purpose! 

Father Glenn O’Connor of St. Susana Parish will be the master of ceremonies and emcee for Scecina Memorial 

High School’s Club 53 fundraiser. 

Tickets are $50 each through Oct. 31 ($65 each starting Nov.1). Purchase by Oct. 31 to be entered into the Early 

Bird drawing for $500. Tickets include dinner, desserts, late-night pizza, music, the silent auction, 5 local craft 

breweries, Easley wines, domestic beer, and an entry in the $5,000 “Lucky 10” Raffle. 

Sports Passes Available 

Scecina sports passes are available in the Athletics Office. They are $75 each or two for $125. Sports passes are 

valid for one admissions to Crusader home athletic events. They are not valid for the City tournaments or post-

season competition. 

Scecina Women’s Circle 

We invite all women to learn more about the Scecina Women's Circle. Our first event of the year is a party at the 

Benton House in Irvington on Oct. 5. Learn more at www.scecina.org/scecina-womens-circle 
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CRUSADER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shadow at Cathedral High School 

Come be a VIP—“Very IRISH Person”—for a day! We invite all 8th grade students to spend a day in the life of one 

of our students, meeting teachers, attending classes and experiencing what being IRISH is all about! Visiting 

students will be hosted by a freshman student who has similar co-curricular interests and/or academic 

abilities. Follow this link to sign up:  http://bit.ly/2x6qeGU or contact Maribeth Cloud at 

mcloud@gocathedral.com.  

  

Children’s Play 

Cathedral Theatre will present "After the Rain King" at 1 p.m. and 4 p.m. on Sunday, October 1st in the Joseph 

O'Malia Performing Arts Center. Students, use your Cathedral All Access Pass for free admission! For ticket 

information, visit www.gocathedral.com/theatre. 

  

Parent Preview Day 

Cathedral High School invites interested parents to attend a Parent Preview Day this fall on any of the following 

dates: October 5, October 17, November 15, November 29, December 4 or January 17. Interact with school 

leaders, attend a class, and tour campus with a current student. To learn more and/or to pre-register, visit 

www.gocathedral.com/parentpreview. 

  

High School Placement Test at Cathedral High School 

Cathedral High School will administer the High School Placement Test on Saturday, October 14th at 8:30 a.m. 

While students are taking the exam, the Enrollment Management staff will offer "Coffee with Cathedral" to share 

information regarding academics, counseling and more. Families can preregister by visiting 

www.gocathedral.com/placementtest. 

  

Cathedral High School Fall Open House 

Cathedral High School invites students and families to attend our fall Open House from 5:30-8 p.m. on Thursday, 

November 9th. Enjoy a student-led campus tour, meet teachers in all departments, interact with all coaches and 

club moderators, and hear student performances during a school welcome program. Learn more and/or pre-

register at www.cathedralopenhouse.com. 

  

Items of Interest for St. Michael School 

Cathedral High School invites all East Deanery 6th, 7th & 8th grade students and families to attend an information 

night from 7:00-8:30 p.m. on Sunday, October 8. Cathedral High School will host this event at Brunette Park, the 

school’s new athletic campus located at 9802 Little League Drive in Indianapolis. Come learn about faith life, 

academics, service, social life and more! Please RSVP by October 5 to the Cathedral Enrollment Management 

Office at (317) 968-7370 or via email at mcloud@gocathedral.com. Or, if this date does not work for your family, 

visit www.gocathedral.com/infonights to see additional dates! Learn more about Cathedral at 

www.gocathedral.com. 

 

 

 

. 

http://bit.ly/2x6qeGU
mailto:mcloud@gocathedral.com
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http://www.cathedralopenhouse.com/
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http://www.gocathedral.com/infonights
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Morning Arrival Procedures 

We will no longer separate our morning arrival procedures by where your name falls in the alphabet.  The 

following are our new procedures.  Please share this information with other adults who may be dropping off your 

child/children each morning.  Extra staff will be out in the morning for a while as we transition.  It is our goal and 

commitment to keep every child safe.  The extra staff will be reminding drivers and students of proper arrival 

procedures.   We can only do that if parents and other adults who drop off children follow these necessary safety 

rules. 

EXPRESS DROP OFF 

 Front of School 

The express drop off area will be for those students who need no assistance for drop off.  Parents are to remain 

in their vehicles.  Students need to quickly exit the vehicle and enter the school building.  Vehicles should pull 

forward to the pole at the north end of the main school building, this will allow more vehicles to enter the circle.  

If your child needs extra time to remove a project from your vehicle you should use the extra time drop off area. 

No one should ever pass another vehicle!  

*****************************************************Reminder*********************************************************** 

If you are using the Express Drop off for morning arrival you need to be prepared to drop your child off quickly.  If 

you need to finish conversations or assist your child in anyway please use the Extra Time drop off at the Fr. Severin 

Life Center/Gym entrance. One minute or less how quickly students should be dropped off out front. 

EXTRA TIME DROP OFF 

 Fr. Severin Life Center/Gym Entrance 

The extra time drop off area is for students who need more time exiting their vehicles.  Parents may assist their 

child/children with seatbelts, backpacks, or other items.  Parents are to remain with the vehicle and not walk their 

child/children into the building.  This extra time drop off area will be slower and will require that parents show 

more patience and consideration for other drivers and their children.  No one should ever pass another vehicle! 

***If you need to do more for your child than opening a door, unbuckling, and handing a backpack you should 

choose the walk your child in option.   

WALK YOUR CHILD IN 

 Front of School or Fr. Severin Life Center 

If you need to spend time with your child/children and walk him/her into the school building please park on 

Jefferson Boulevard or behind the church.  If you park behind the church you will need to get into the extra time 

drop line with other vehicles when you are ready to leave.  If you park on Jefferson Boulevard and need to enter 

the circle at the front of the building you will need to get in the express drop off line.   No one should ever pass 

another vehicle! 


