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Charity 

 

During the month of November our focus will be on the virtue of 

charity.  Wikipedia defines the virtue of charity as, “The Catechism of 

the Catholic Church defines "charity" as "the theological virtue by 

which we love God above all things for his own sake, and our 

neighbor as ourselves for the love of God.  Students of the month for 

November will be announced on Monday, December 4th.   
 

 

Crusader the week of 11/27 

There will be no Crusader next week.  We will send home a list of updates 

if there is anything new. 

 

Progress Reports 

We are reaching the halfway point for the second semester.  The official 

day for progress reports is Tuesday, November 21st.  Remember this is just a 

snapshot of the second quarter.  Students have 4 ½ weeks until the end of 

the quarter.  Turning grades in on time, being at school every day and 

trying one’s best everyday will make a difference in grades. 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS            

November 21 

No aftercare 

November 21 

Progress Reports 

November 22-24 

No School Thanksgiving Break 

November 30 

8th Grade to shadow at Scecina 

December 3 

Advent Begins 

December 6 

St. Nicholas Celebration 7:00 PM 

December 15 

Baby Shower for Jesus 

December 19 

Christmas Program 7:00 PM 

December 20 

No aftercare 

End Second Quarter 

December 21 – January 3 

Christmas Break 

December 29 

Parish Christmas Concert 

January 5 

Report Cards Sent Home 

 

More Information about 

meetings to follow:  All meetings 

are from 6 – 6:30 

January 9 

Prek – 2 Parent Meetings 

January 10 

3 – 5 Parent Meetings 

January 11 

Middle School Parent Meetings 

January 15 

MLK Day No School 

January 16 – 26 

Winter NWEA Map testing 

 

Mission Statement 

 Led by the Holy Spirit, 

 St. Michael Catholic School 

encourages our students to 

grow in their Catholic faith, 

achieve academic 

excellence and become 

responsible citizens. 
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Veteran’s Day 

Thanks, our own veteran Lieutenant Colonel Duncan, United States Airforce, for working with our 

students on our Veteran’s Day Program.  As the parent of a Marine and a daughter of a veteran I felt 

honored to be a part of this event.  Our guest speaker, Captain Gordon Papke, was drafted into the 

Army in 1945.  He talked to students and staff about life in Japan during the war and his life experiences 

with the Japanese.  First grade students gave red, white, and blue ribbons and cards to the veterans 

in attendance.  Thanks to the Brandywine Winds and Mrs. Ellenberger for the beautiful music that 

blessed us all. (see pictures in the Crusaders Happenings in pictures section) 

 

Grading & Attendance 

Grading is something that is a debate in many households.   Is an A the ultimate in grades or is my child 

trying his/her best but receiving less than an A the ultimate?  Are grades even necessary?  This great 

debate is not one for us to tackle today, but one that will go on and on.  The question of how to best 

assess a child’s understanding of what is being taught has plagued education since the beginning of 

time.  It can drive us all to distraction and hopefully to pray for guidance.  As we move forward I would 

like to implement the following: 

1. A vacation during a scheduled school day is an unexcused absence. 

2. If a trip is planned during school, and we receive a minimum of 1 weeks’ notice the child can 

make up the work and test in advance for credit.   

3. If the teacher does not have the opportunity to prepare the work for the child the teacher and 

the parents can work out the logistics of completion. 

4. The teacher is not required to “pre-teach” the lessons that would be missed. 

5. This begins with the 2nd quarter.   

 

This is not a get out of school free policy.  Absences are recorded daily and an attendance report is 

sent to the state each semester.  The following is information about how absenteeism effects 

students. (https://mes.millingtonschools.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=28009491). 

 

Chronic Absenteeism Statistics 

• Absenteeism in kindergarten can affect whether a child develops the grit and perseverance 

needed to succeed in school. 

• Absenteeism in preschool and kindergarten can influence whether a child will be held back in 

third grade. 

• Research proves that students who are chronically absent in kindergarten and first grade are 

far less likely to read proficiently by third grade. 

• For every day of school missed, it takes three days to make up what was taught. 

• By the sixth grade, if a student continues to be chronically absent, it is a leading indicator of 

whether he or she will drop out of high school. 

• In the ninth grade, chronic absences are a better indicator than test scores of a student’s 

likelihood to graduate from high school. 

• Kindergarten and first-grade classes often have absenteeism rates as high as those in high 

school.  Many of these absences are excused, but still add up to lost time in the classroom. 

• Students who attend school regularly are more likely to graduate and find good jobs.  In fact, a 

high school graduate makes on average $1 million more than a dropout over a lifetime. 
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• A student who misses 10 days or more during a school year is 20 percent less likely to graduate 

from high school and 25 percent less likely to ever enroll in college. 

• Chronic absence can affect a student’s ability to earn a living.  Dropouts are less likely to 

succeed in a career, and even those who do graduate will not do well at work without good 

attendance habits. 

• Skipping school may sound fun, but doing so can have serious consequences including jail time, 

fines or even the loss of a driver’s license. 

• Absenteeism in the first month of school can predict poor attendance throughout the school 

year.  Half the students who miss 2-4 days in September go on to miss nearly a month of school. 

• An estimated 5 million to 7.5 million U.S. students miss nearly a month of school each year. 

• Poor attendance can influence whether children read proficiently by the end of third grade or 

be held back. 

• By 6th grade, chronic absence becomes a leading indicator that a student will drop out of high 

School. 

• Research shows that missing 10 percent of the school, or about 18 days in most school districts, 

negatively affects a student’s academic performance.  That’s just two days a month and that’s 

known as chronic absence. 

• The academic impact of missing that much school is the same whether the absences are 

excused or unexcused.  Suspensions also add to lost time in the classroom. 

• When students improve their attendance rates, they improve their academic prospects and 

chances of graduating. 

• The mortality rate of high school dropouts is over two times greater than that for adults with some 

college education. 

 

 

Did You Know? 

• Chronic absenteeism means missing 10% or more of school days in a year. 

• 5 to 7.5 million students are chronically absent each year. 

• Students who are chronically absent are less likely to succeed academically and more 

likely to drop out of school. 

• Attending school every day increases your chances of success in school and in life. 

 

Did You Know? 

_____________________________________________________ 

A student is chronically absent if he or she misses as few as two days of school a month. 

 

2 DAYS PER MONTH X 9 MONTHS = CHRONIC ABSENCE 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CRUSADER 

Weather Delays 

When inclement weather arrives, we will be following Greenfield Central’s weather decisions. On 

occasion this will mean a two-hour delay.  We realize that two-hour delays are very difficult for our 

working families and would like to be of assistance by offering before care at the regular time of 7AM.  

School will officially begin at 10AM.  All delays and cancellations will be posted on the local television 

stations. 

 

 

 

eLearning Days 

Thanks to everyone who completed our eLearning Survey.  The results of the survey show that our 

families can handle an eLearning Day.  We have completed all the necessary training and submitted 

the application for eLearning.  This past week we received notification from the state that we are 

approved to utilize this type of learning environment.  For St. Michael Catholic School this would take 

place the day that school is closed and replace the need for a snow make-up day.  Teachers are 

working with students to help them learn how to access eLearning material.  More detailed information 

will be sent home to help parents and students understand what is expected and how the schedule 

for the day will work.   

One concern for the eLearning day was the printing option.  Very little, if any, material will need to be 

printed on the eLearning day.  Most of the work will be in the digital environment and therefore, turned 

in digitally.  Some answer responses may be written on paper and turned in on the next day of school.  

If you have individual concerns please contact me, Mrs. Hittel. 

Mass this week 

The third-grade hosted mass this week. Our readers were Kevin-Michael Wilson and Michelle Schafer.       

Students reading the petitions were Hannah Royster, Henry McDonald and Tyelar Kihlstrum.  Gift bearers 

for the week Sam Schenk, Camila Benevides Molina and Skyla Waggoner.  Our fabulous cantors 

Michael Thorpe, Henry Thorpe, Matthew Hentz, Gavin Jack, Joe Hankins and Joseph Shininger.  Servers 

for the week Lucy Lyons, Kirk Knecht and Emily Schafer 

Parish News 

Please consider St. Michael Catholic Church & School when making year-end 

donations.  As you begin year-end tax planning, take advantage of the charitable tax 

deduction for gifts made before December 31 and consider the variety of gift options 

available to you. Your gift to our parish can make a great difference to us and help 

you as well. To assist you with year-end tax planning, St. Michael will hold a special 

Creative Giving Seminar on Thursday, December 7th, at 7:00 p.m. in the PLC Room #2. 

Led by St. Michael parishioner Ron Dezelan and a panel of   financial and legal 

professionals, this 1-hour seminar will offer timely information about year-end tax benefits.  As always, 

work closely with your tax and legal advisors to determine how any particular strategy will affect your 

overall tax situation.  To attend the Creative Giving Seminar, please RSVP to Mary Frances 

Phillips at 317-462-4240 or campaign@stmichaelsgrfld.org.  Contact Ron Dezelan at rdez1967@gmail.com 

mailto:campaign@stmichaelsgrfld.org
mailto:Rdez1967@gmail.com
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or 317-508-8163 (cell) for more information about year-end financial planning.  Thank you for financially 

supporting the many ministries of St. Michael Church & School! 

School Events 

Parents, for the most up to date calendar information please check out our school webpage.  Go to 

calendar and click on school calendar.  You can also use the following link: 

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/lsoltes@stmichaelsgrfld.org/School/calendar.html 

 

Safe and Sacred 

 

Parents, grandparents, and friends of St. Michael Catholic School who would like to volunteer, attend 

field trips, or work as coaches need to complete the Safe and Sacred program and a background 

check prior to interacting with students.  It takes a minimum of 48 to 72 hours for us to receive results 

from background checks.  Completing this as soon as possible will keep you from being ineligible for 

field trips etc.   

https://safeandsacred-archindy.org/login/index.php. 

 

 
A Christmas Ballet 

St. Michael students are once again in the spotlight.  Join 

Anson Murphy, Avery McCarley, Kimmy Klinck, Ava Sickels, 

Kaydra Osmundson, Tricia Schneider, Audrey Pechin, Abigail 

Mulligan—(All dancing)and Owen Sickels--Tech 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/lsoltes@stmichaelsgrfld.org/School/calendar.html
https://safeandsacred-archindy.org/login/index.php
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STUDENTS REPORTING THE NEWS 

 
7th Grade Has Been Active! 

by Taylor Shortridge          November 12, 2017 

 

The seventh grade has already had such an action-packed year! The most important trip taken was 

to CYO camp. Most recently, the seventh grade went to Scecina High School. They toured the school, 

and went to the mass. During the mass, Veterans were honored, as well as their children and other 

family members. We are looking forward to the many more activities the seventh grade will be 

participating in this year, and are hoping that you are as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confirmation 

by Charlie Schenck          November 12, 2017 

 

Confirmation is a beautiful sacrament in which a person promises to become a Christian/Catholic for 

their entire life. When a person is Confirmed, they are blessed by a priest with oil; it takes around two 

hours. After this sacrament, there is a ceremony which will take place in the gym. During this ceremony, 

the people who were just Confirmed celebrate their new life with God. 
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Girls' Basketball 

by Sarah Shininger  

November 12, 2017 

 

Our girls' basketball team practices at 

least twice a week. They have great 

work ethic, and intend to keep getting 

better and better. The girls on this team 

are the age group from 7th to 8th 

grade. The girls playing basketball in 

the year of 2017-2018 are: Sarah Shininger, Annan Tiede, Taylor Shortridge, Audrey Pechin, Sophia 

Kemp, Lauren Silcox, Lucy Lyons, and Zoe Castle. Keep working hard Crusaders! 

 

 

Red Ribbon Week 

 

by Ethan Lovins      November 12, 2017 

 

The first week back to school after fall break went smoothly. We have been 

celebrated Red Ribbon Week. “Your Future is Key so Stay Drug Free” is the 

theme. The students signed a pledge promising to stay drug free. We learned 

about St. Maximilian Kolbe, prayed about being drug free, and tied red ribbons 

on trees and door handles 

 
 

Crusader Sports 
 

Reminder about sign ups!  

Just wanted to send out a reminder-in order for your daughters to participate in CYO volleyball, they 

must be registered on the CYO website BEFORE November 23rd or they will not be allowed to 

participate. CYO volleyball is for girls in the 4th through 8th grade. 

 To register, go to www.cyoarchindy.org, and then click on the Athletics tab, and then Participants 

Registration. There will be a list of sports that your child can register for - if you think that they are going 

to be interested in several sports, go ahead and register them for those sports also.  

 The deadline for volleyball registration is November 23rd, 2017, so there is only a couple weeks to 

register for this sport - please don't delay. 

 If you have any questions at all, please contact me at typeggy@sbcglobal.net or 317 891-1764.  

School Improvement Goals 

Catholic Identity All students will gain a better understanding of Catholic social justice teachings. 

Math Students will demonstrate greater understanding of math processing skills and content vocabulary to more 

accurately compute and solve mathematical problems. 

Language Arts All students will improve their comprehension of both fiction and nonfiction literature. 

Enrollment Increase student enrollment through the implementation of new marketing plan 

 

http://www.cyoarchindy.org/
mailto:typeggy@sbcglobal.net
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5/6A 

Holiday Basketball Tournament 

St. Michael 5/6A boys’ basketball team will play on Friday, November 24th in a tournament here in the 

Fr. Severin Life Center.  The boys will compete against athletes from Holy Spirit, Our Lady of Lourdes and 

Little Flower.  The first game for our Crusaders is 9AM.  Our team will also play at 1PM and 2PM. 

 

 

 

Gym  Schedule Nov 20th thru Nov 26th 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

 Aftercare 3-5 Aftercare 3-5 Aftercare 3-5 

Aftercare   

3-5:30 

Aftercare 3-

5     

 

Jim 5/6 B 

Practice 3-5 

Jim 5/6 B 

Practice 3-5 
open 3-5:30         

 

Brian 5/6 A 

Practice 5:30-7 

Brian 5/6 A 

Practice 5:30-7 

Brian 5/6 A 

Practice 3-5 
gym closed gym closed 

gym 

open 

gym 

closed 

 

Dan 4th 

Practice 5:30-7 

Brian 5/6 A 

Practice 5:30-7 
open 5:30-7 Thanksgiving 

St Michaeel 

Holiday    

eagle 

scouts 

 

Ty Cadet boys 

practice 7-8:30 

Ty Cadet boys 

practice 7-8:30 

Ty Cadet boys 

practice 6:30-

8:30   

Basdetball 

tourney     

 

Mason H.S. 

Practice 8-9:30 

Mason H.S. 

Practice 8-9:30 
          

        

 

Cadet A Tobar 

Practice         

 

4th Burkhart 

Practice        

 

56B Hicks  

Practice        

 

4th Real 

Practice        

 

Cadet B Hays 

Practice       

 

56B Palmer 

Practice        

 

Cadet B Mayer 

Practice       

 

56A Flora  

Practice        

         

         

 

56B Vball 

Palmer 1030-

12       

 

56B2 Vball 

Duncan 530-7       

 

Cadet B Vball 

Crumlin 530-7       
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Crusader Alumni Pride 

This week’s alumni pride focuses on Christopher Joven. 

 

The Crusader is going to celebrate our alumni that are making a mark on the world.  If you have a 

story about an alumnus of the school send it to Mrs. Hittel at rhittel@stmichaelsgrfld.org.   

Congratulations to our outstanding Alumni! 

Chris Joven 

mailto:rhittel@stmichaelsgrfld.org
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Take the High School Placement Test 

All students applying for freshman admission to Scecina are required to take the High School Placement Exam. 

The next test will be offered on December 2nd, 2017 from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. Please call KJ Fallon at 317-356-6377 

extension 1317 to register. 

Fall play: Fame 

"Fame" is a 1980 American teen musical drama. It chronicles the lives and hardships of students attending the 

High School of Performing Arts in New York City, from their auditions to their freshman, sophomore, junior and 

senior years.  

Dates and Times:  

Friday, November 17 - 7 p.m., Cafeteria  

Saturday, November 18 - 7 p.m., Cafeteria 

Sunday, November 19 - 1 p.m., Cafeteria 

Go to scecina.org/theatre to reserve your ticket. 

Football Semi-State Championship 

The Crusaders football team plays Southridge Saturday at Arsenal Tech for the Semi-State Championship. 

Kickoff is 2 p.m. 

Pianist Needed 

Scecina could use a pianist for its weekly Masses on Wednesday mornings. If you could volunteer for this 

ministry, please contact Amy Noser, Director of Campus Ministry, at anoser@scecina.org.  

Cafeteria Opening 

The Crusader Cafe is seeking a sub to work in the kitchen. Please contact cafeteria manager Julie Brown, 317-

403-3567. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:anoser@scecina.org
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Shadow at Cathedral High School 

Come be a VIP— “Very IRISH Person”—for a day! We invite all 8th grade students to spend a day in the 

life of one of our students, meeting teachers, attending classes and experiencing what being IRISH is 

all about! Visiting students will be hosted by a freshman student who has similar co-curricular interests 

and/or academic abilities. Follow this link to sign up:  http://bit.ly/2x6qeGU or contact Maribeth Cloud 

at mcloud@gocathedral.com.  

  

Fall Play 

Cathedral High School Theatre will present "The Rose and the Rime" from November 17-19th at the 

Joseph O'Malia Performing Arts Center on the campus of Cathedral. Show times are 7:30 p.m. on 

November 17 and 18th, and 3 p.m. on November 19th. For more information and to order tickets, visit 

www.gocathedral.com/theatre. 

  

Parent Preview Day 

Cathedral High School invites interested parents to attend a Parent Preview Day this fall on any of the 

following dates: November 29, December 4 or January 17. Interact with school leaders, attend a class, 

and tour campus with a current student. To learn more and/or to pre-register, visit 

www.gocathedral.com/parentpreview. 

  

High School Placement Test 

Cathedral High School will administer the High School Placement Test on Saturday, November 18th, 

and December 2nd at 8:30 a.m. While students are taking the exam, the Enrollment Management staff 

will offer "Coffee with Cathedral" to share information regarding academics, counseling and more. 

  

Financial Aid Information Night 

Cathedral High School invites you to attend a Financial Aid Information Night on Tuesday, December 

5th at 7:00 p.m. in the A.K. Shiel Student Life Center Commons (lower level). Register now at 

gocathedral.com/financialaidnight. 

 

 

 

http://bit.ly/2x6qeGU
mailto:mcloud@gocathedral.com
http://www.gocathedral.com/theatre
http://www.gocathedral.com/parentpreview
http://gocathedral.com/financialaidnight
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Crusader Happenings  

this week in Pictures 
 

Fall Music Festival 
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Veteran’s Day 
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Thanks to Captain Papke and all our Veterans. 

Your honor and sacrifice keep us free! 

 

 


