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We Welcome! 
Fr. Lawrence Ford, O.F.M. – Parochial Vicar 

The New Kid on the Block! 



 
Fr. Larry is originally from Olean, New York and met the friars, including Fr. Dan, 
through St. Bonaventure University.  He was professed as a friar in 1991 and ordained 
in 1996.  Upon ordination he was assigned to St. Anthony Shrine in Boston to work the 
schedule of masses and confessions and served as the business and operations 
manager.  Staying in Boston, he began doctoral studies while working as a Doctoral 
Fellow in the Lynch School of Education at Boston College.  He worked for a year as a 
program manager at the University of Notre Dame, from where he received an MSA 
degree in 1996.  In the past few years he has served as a friar in residence at Holy Name 
College in Silver Spring, Maryland and most recently at Siena College outside Albany, 



New York. He enjoys playing golf, cheering for college athletics, especially basketball 
and is a Buffalo Bills and Boston Red Sox fan.  Fr. Larry is the oldest of five children 
and his whole family is looking forward to visiting him in New York City.  He is 
looking forward to his New York City adventure and discovering the community at 
Holy Name Parish. 

We Congratulate! 
Ms. Sophia Goitia, our Financial Administrator, and her husband, Mr. 

Rodney Goitia, for their new daughter Noemi. She was born on 
Friday, January 16, 2009.  

Loving God, 
you created all the people of the world 
and you know each of us by name. 

We thank you for Noemi. 
Bless her and her family with your love and friendship 
That she may grow in wisdom, knowledge, and grace. 

May she love her family always 
and be faithful to her friends.  

Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
In the picture, Sophia, Rodney and their three children: Seth (the oldest boy), Aidan (the youngest boy), and Noemi, 

the baby of the family. Que Bonita Familia!      

 
Sophia is the Financial Administrator for Holy Name Parish and also 

the Franciscan Community Center.  She is a graduate of our own Holy 
Name School and received a B.A. from Bernard Baruch College in 
Manhattan.  She is a notary public and is one of the longest serving 

employees of Holy Name.  Bi-lingual, she has held a variety of 
positions during her career at Holy Name. 



Our Children  
We invite all students - male or female - 5th grade through high 
school, who would like to help enhance the worship of our faith 

community serving as Altar Servers at Holy Name Church Besides 
serving in the Altar, altar servers will enjoy parties and receive special 
gifts throughout the year. We are also looking for volunteers among 
the parents to assist with the training, scheduling and supervision of 

our altar servers. One or two parents will be in charge of them in each 
Mass- they will be properly trained to serve in that position.    

To register your child as an altar server at Holy Name Church, or to 
offer assistance in training, or chaperoning altar servers, or for further 

information, please contact Mr. Ted J. Swiecichowski, Esq, our 
Coordinator of Altar Servers, at (212) 631-8670, (646) 207-8595, or 

tswiecichowski@milberg.com 

Our Senior Citizens 
Our senior services program runs year-round, Monday to Thursday, 

from 10AM to 3:15PM at our Franciscan Community Center. In 
addition to a hot lunch served every day at 12:30PM, the seniors 

participate in a number of activities: English as a Second Language 
courses, morning exercise, arts and crafts, computer instruction, 

citizenship classes, immigration workshops, monthly birthday parties 
and bingo. For further information call Ms. Carmen Iris Cruz, 

Coordinator General, or Ms. Iris Real, Assistant Coordinator at 212 
932 8040 (ext 32). 

Holy Name Serving the Community 
Our Food Pantry: Through donations from local churches, 

synagogues, and funding from New York's Office of Domestic 
Violence and Emergency Intervention Services, the Franciscan 

Community Center provides bags of supplemental food to nearly 100 
individuals and families each week throughout the year. These 

individuals are referred to the FCC by local shelters, hospitals, and 
city-subsidized housing to ensure that different people are being 

served each week. For further information please contact Mr. 
Nathanial Davis at 212 932 8040 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

mailto:tswiecichowski@milberg.com


Recognizing the critical need for affordable clothing, appliances, toys, 
etc. in this neighborhood, we established our Thrift Store in 1998. 
Donations are sold to the community at very affordable prices. For 

further information please visit our website 
http://www.fccnyc.org/index_files/ThriftStore.htm, or call Mr. Ralph 

Lusich at 212 932 8040. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The Franciscan Community Center announces that SAT Preparation 
classes will begin January 26 through March 11, 2009. To register, 

please download the forms from our website: www.fccnyc.org. The 
cost is $75.00 (includes registration, materials & books). For further 

information, please contact our office at (212) 932-8040 ext. 39 

Caring for the Sick in our Midst 
If you or a loved one is ill or hospitalized, please contact Sr. Maria 

Teresa de Los Rios, FMM at 212 749 0276 to arrange for home, 
convalescents or hospital visitation and celebration of the Sacrament 

of the Sick.      

People in Mission! 

 

http://www.fccnyc.org/index_files/ThriftStore.htm
http://www.fccnyc.org/


 
Recently Father Matthew took a trip to visit his 90 year-old father in 
Alexanderbaii, which is on the west coast of Africa in the Kalahari 
Desert on the border of Namibia and South Africa.  He is staying with 
Fr. Matthew’s brother, Michael who runs a hospital there and is the 
only doctor for many hours in all directions. 
In addition, Alexanderbaii is a place in which the Catholic faith is very 
strong. However, a priest can only be available for sacraments about 
once a month.  In the meantime, a parish council and catechists 



provide leadership for the community. These leaders teach the faith 
and provide well-attended Word Services on Sundays. 

When they heard that Fr. Matthew was spending time in their 
community they were anxious for the Eucharist.  On Sunday, January 
18th Father had the privilege of baptizing six babies at the celebration 

Mass.  Father said, “The faith of the community was palpable the 
minute I approached the steps of the chapel.”  From inside beautiful 

hymns poured forth into the surrounding desert. Clustered around the 
door of the chapel, which used to be a rugby field house, were the 

parents, godparents and babies waiting to be ceremoniously called in 
to be part of the community.  This continued until Father processed to 

the chapel door with the well-trained candle bearing altar servers 
accompanied by the baptism preparation team.  A loud knock at the 
door prompted one of the catechists to open the door.  “What name 
have you given your child?” Father asked.  The name of each baby 
was pronounced clearly.  Then Father asked “What do you want of 

God’s church.”  Together, the parents and godparents loudly 
pronounced, “Entrance into the church”.  At that point they were led 

into the worshipping space accompanied by shouts, clapping and 
hymns. Father Matthew said in his comments to the congregation that 
his parishioners at Holy Name of Jesus in New York City always pray 
for the members of the church around the world.  After the Mass, one 

of the senior members of the congregation approached Father and said, 
“Please tell the people in New York that we are praying for them too!” 

 
Father Matthew is a native New Yorker, growing up in the College 
Point section of Queens before entering the Franciscan Order in 1964. 
A graduate of St. Francis College, Brooklyn, most of his full time 
ministry has been in the field of education.  Early in his career was 
spent at the secondary level as teacher and administrator in Brooklyn 
and Long Island.  Fr. Matthew was ordained to the priesthood in 1979 
by the then Bishop Theodore McCarrick. After completion of his 
training at New York Medical College specializing in the field of 



clinical anatomy, Father Matthew has been on the faculty of the 
medical school since the early 1980’s where he is presently the 
director of Medical Gross Anatomy.  He teaches medical students and 
resident physicians in the surgical subspecialties.  In addition he is 
involved in the medical ethics curriculum. Father Matthew is very 
happy to be part of the vibrant friar community at Holy Name of Jesus 
and especially looks forward to weekend Eucharistic celebrations with 
the wonderfully diverse members of the Holy Name parish.  

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Liturgy Committee will meet on Wednesday, February 18 @ 
6:30 in the Friary. If you are interested in being a member of this 

committee please contact Ms. Ciara Diseta at 410 627 6757 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Adult Faith Formation Committee will meet on Tuesday, 
February 24 in the Convent Parlor at 4pm (Committee members only).  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Finance Council will meet on Wednesday, January 28th at 6:00 
PM in the Conference Room of the Parish Office (Committee 
members only). If you are interested in being a member of this 

committee please contact Fr. Daniel at 212 749 0276 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Some pictures of our annual 
Martin Luther King Day Interfaith Peace Walk 

on Monday, January 19, 2009 

 



 

 

 



 
Our Peace and Justice Committee reports that the Martin Luther King 

Jr. Interfaith Peace Walk was a highly successful event this year 
thanks to the great organization and publicity by the Committee 

chaired by Tony Lopresti. There was a great attendance with more 
people and faith communities participating than ever. Word apparently 
spread and there are even additional communities expressing interest 

in joining this event next year. 
It began at 2:00PM and concluded with an Interfaith Prayer Service at 

4:00PM at Holy Name Church. Funds were collected for The List 
Project (www.thelistproject.org) which primarily assists Iraqis who 

have aided the US and various NGOs (e.g., interpreters, engineers, etc) 
and who now are in significant danger. Several participants made 

individual pledges/donations on the day of the walk. The Interfaith 
Prayer Service included presentations by Mel Lehman and Cathy 

Breen about the plight of Iraqi refugees, who number in the millions; 
Grannies musical interlude; and Children’s Choir(s) musical interlude. 

The West Side Peace and Justice clergy read excerpts from MLK’s 
writings and from corresponding scripture texts.  

Besides Holy Name, St Michael’s Episcopal Church (99 between 
Amsterdam and Broadway), West End Presbyterian Church (105 & 

Amsterdam Ave), and Advent Lutheran Church (93 & Broadway) also 
participated in the Walk. 



------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
If you are interested in being a member of our Stewardship 

Committee please contact Mr. Mike Archer at 212 579 7868 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Growing in Faith 
 

             HOLY NAME OF JESUS PARISH  
                      Amsterdam at West 96th Street 

                       invites you to join us for our series of: 
 

 

TUESDAY EVENING LENTEN VESPERS 
 AND REFLECTIONS, 2009      

Schedule for the evening 
 
6:30 pm Vespers  
 St. Mary of the Angels Chapel   
       Entrance on 96th Street 
 
7:00 pm Simple soup/salad supper  
               Reflection immediately following supper 
 

Lenten theme “Those who are well do not need a physician, but the  
        sick do.  I did not come to call the righteous but the sinner” Mk 2: 17. 

 

ARE YOU LISTENING? 
 

Mar 3     The call of Matthew the tax collector  
                  Fr. Matthew Pravetz, OFM, Holy Name Parish 

 

Mar 10  The woman with the alabaster jar 
Sr. Mary Petrosky, FMM, Spiritual Director, St. Francis of Assisi 

 

Mar 17  The healing of the leper 
   Jack Gerrity, Co-Coordinator, RCIA, Holy Name Parish 
 

Mar 24  The woman taken in adultery 
Joseph Nuzzi, Pastoral Associate, St. Francis of Assisi 

 
 

Mar 31  Communal Reconciliation Service   
     Reflection: The healing of the centurion’s servant  
      Janet Curley, Holy Name Parishioner 
     Opportunity for individual confession.   Simple soup/salad supper follows. 
      

                 
 

All are welcome!     Bring a friend!     Free will offering. 
¡Todos están invitados!     ¡Traiga un amigo!    Donación libre. 

Tous sont les bienvenus!   Venez avec un ami!   Contribution laissee a votre discretion. 
 

Brought to you by the Holy Name Parish Adult Faith Formation Committee 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Our Websites 



We are glad to inform you that our new Holy Name Parish Website 
(www.holynamenyc.org) is now in operation.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Please visit our Holy Name of Jesus School Website 

(http://www.holyname.com) for further information on our programs 
and activities. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Visit our Franciscan Community Center Website 
(http://www.fccnyc.org/index.htm) for further information on our 

programs and activities. 

Party Time  
The Holy Name Contemporary Adult Group invites all to their 

monthly wine and snacks after mass--- Following 5:30 PM 
Contemporary Mass on Sundays February 8th and February 22nd at St. 

Mary of Angels chapel---96th street between Amsterdam and 
Broadway. 6:30-8:30 PM.  

This group will have a planning meeting on Thursday January 29th at 
7:00 PM in the Conference Room of the Rectory. For further 

information about these events please contact Ms. Colette Prophet at 
917 744 7254.   

Check us out: Blog: 
http://holynamecontemporaryadultsnyc.blogspot.com/ Facebook: 

group-Holy Name Contemporary Adults 
The Holy Name Contemporary Adult Group is for people in their 

20s through 40s and is based at Holy Name Church on the Upper West 
Side of Manhattan. We engage in social, spiritual and service activities 

that build community and strengthen our relationship with God. We 
are a vibrant part of the Holy Name community 

Ministerio Hispano  
Todos aquellos interesados en pertenecer al Coro Hispano de Holy 

Name por favor comunicarse con el Padre Gonzalo Torres al teléfono 
212 749 0276 (ext 20) o con Dimitry, el director del Coro Hispano, 
después de la Misa en español. Muy pronto estaremos convocando a 

todos los candidatos para ensayos.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Food Sales: The Society of La Altagracia will have its food sale on 
Sunday, February 1st, the Society of La Guadalupe on February 8th, 

http://holynamenyc.org/
http://www.fccnyc.org/index.htm
http://holynamecontemporaryadultsnyc.blogspot.com/


and the Society of the Sacred Heart (Sagrado Corazón) on February 
15th, from 9:00AM to 2:00PM in the school cafeteria. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

RITE OF ACCEPTANCE AND WELCOME 

This Tuesday, January 27, 2009 we joyfully welcomed Nahum Cruz 
from our community who is to be received into the Order of 

Catechumens.  In the months ahead, he will prepare for his initiation 
into our Christian faith through the Sacraments of Baptism, 

Confirmation, and Eucharist.  We also greeted Alejandra De Jesus and 
Lina Castillo who, already one with us in Baptism now wish to 

complete their Christian initiation in the Church through the reception 
of the Sacraments of Confirmation and First Eucharist.  They were 

introduced by Ms. Mary Widhalm, our Director of RCIA, and received 
by Fr. Gonzalo de Jesus Torres, OFM. Sr. Maria Teresa de Los Rios, 

FMM and Ms. Veronica Soto, General Coordinator of Faith 
Formation, served as madrinas (godmothers). Nahum, Alejandra and 
Lina belong to our Hispanic Community. Nahum and Alejandra are 
also being prepared for the Sacrament of Matrimony. On the day of 
their wedding they will baptize their one year old son Bruce in the 

picture below. 
O God of mercy, we thank you for these your servants.  You have sought 
and summoned them in many ways and they have turned to seek you.  
You have called them today and they have answered in our presence: we 

praise you, Lord, and we bless you! 
 

 



We need your help! 
Please check our weekly bulletin for opportunities for involvement 
in the ministries of Holy Name Church, Holy Name School and the 

Franciscan Center. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

If you know of someone in our parish who would like to receive our 
newsletter, please help us by collecting their names and e-mail 

addresses and send them to Fr. Gonzalo at 
holynameparish96@aol.com 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Raising Funds for the Parish  

You can drop off your 50/50 raffle at the Church for the month of 
February. For January, the money collected was tallied and a 
drawing took place on Tuesday, January 27th. Reminder: For those 
parishioners who do not receive contribution envelopes, they will be 
available at the Parish Office. The winner will be announced in the 
Bulletin on the 4th Sunday of the month. Remember, Everyone can 
participate .  
 
Monthly Parish 50/50:  Our 50/50 raffle of this month drawing 
totaled $400.00 and the winner of half the monies is Julia McCants. 
Congratulations! Thank you to all who participated. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
We are trying to organize our ministry of ushers. The primary 
duties and responsibilities of ushers at Holy Name include greeting 

and welcoming parishioners as they enter the church, help them to find 
seats, taking up the collection and wishing everyone a good day at the 

conclusion of the Eucharistic Celebration.  
If you are interested in participating in this ministry, please join us in a 

short meeting this Sunday, February 1st after all the Masses in the 

mailto:holynameparish96@aol.com


Conference Room next to the main Sacristy, or contact Fr. Gonzalo at 
212 749 0276 (ext 20) 

 

Mass Schedule 
Please check out website for Mass schedule, as well as times for the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, Eucharistic Adoration, and Novenas: 

http://www.holynamenyc.org/index.php/liturgy/mass_schedule- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Feast of St. Blaise is on Tuesday, February 3rd. Throats will be 
blessed after the 7:00A.M. and 12:00Noon. Masses.  

------------------------------------------------------- 
Mass Schedule for Ash Wednesday- February 25th  

We will have Masses at 7am (English), 9pm (Español), 12 
Noon (English), and 7:00 pm (English). Ashes will be 

distributed throughout the day.    

Let us pray…  
Our deepest sympathy is extended to the families of those who died 
this past month, especially Jorge Martinez and Jaime Bonilla. Please 
join us in praying that their souls and the souls of all the faithful 
departed, through the mercy of God, may rest in peace now and 
forever.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Pray for our Sick: We wish to pray for all the sick members of our 
Parish family especially Carolyn Christopher, Maggie Donachie, 
Susan Concato, Jill Frisch, Esmeralda Ramirez, Connie 
Christopher, Margaret Mosunic, Ana DeLuis, Leone Villegas, 
Leonardo Ruiz, Clarence Loftin, Frances Peteroski, Ernesto 
Jimenez, Bernardo Echeverri, and Thomas Kemmeth. If you 
would like to add someone you know who is ill or if someone needs a 
priest to visit in the Hospital, please call the Parish office at 212-749-

http://www.holynamenyc.org/index.php/liturgy/mass_schedule-


0276. 
-----------------------------------------------------------

Our Lady of Perpetual Help NOVENA, sponsored by our Filipino 
Community, continues to be held every Wednesday at 5:30 

p.m.  Please enter the church through the ramp side (the gate is 
unlocked).  SEE YOU THERE!  Likewise, please join this group 

every Saturday after the 9:00 a.m. Mass for the recitation of the rosary. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Secular Franciscans are lay men and women who strive to follow the 
Gospel way of life according to the teachings of St. Francis. Formally 
known as the Third Order of St. Francis, the Secular Franciscans form 
a world-wide solidarity of brothers and sisters serving the Church and 

Society through prayer and apostolate. For information please call 
James Stitt, SFO at 914-654-2826, Madge Cooke, SFO at 212-866-

3094, or by email PEGGYSFO@YAHOO.COM 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Holy Name Centering Prayer Group gathers every Tuesday 
from 7:00pm-9:00pm in the Main Church. All are welcome to join 
us in this quiet prayer. No prior experience with Centering Prayer is 

required. For further information please contact Ms. Georgetta 
Richards at 212 222 5729 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Franciscan Come and See Weekend to be Held  
at St. Francis of Assisi Church 

 

If you are a man between 21 and 40 years of age interested in the 
Franciscan way of life, you are invited to visit our sister parish of St. 

Francis of Assisi Church, 135 West 31st Street, for a weekend of 
hospitality, prayer, discernment and fraternity. Join the Franciscan 

Friars on February 20-22 to see how they live and where they minister, 
pray and celebrate the Eucharist with them, and meet the student 

friars. “Come and See” if Franciscan life is for you! To register or for 
further information, please contact the Franciscan Vocation Ministry, 

Franciscan Friars of Holy Name Province, at 1800-677-7788 or 
vocation@hnp.org. Registration is required by February 16th. 

mailto:PEGGYSFO@YAHOO.COM


Readings for the Coming Weekends 
February 1, 2009: Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Reading 1: Dt 18:15-20 
Reading II: 1 Cor 7:32-35 

Gospel: Mk 1:21-28 
“If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.” 

 
February 8, 2009: Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Reading 1: Jb 7:1-4, 6-7 
     Reading II: 1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-23  

Gospel: Mk 1:29-39 
“Let us go on to the nearby villages that I may preach there also. 

For this purpose have I come” 
 

February 15, 2009: Sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
Reading 1: Lv 13:1-2, 44-46 
Reading II: 1 Cor 10:31-11:1 

Gospel: Mk 1:40-45  
“I do will it. Be made clean.” 

 
In Christ, 
Your editor, 
   

Fr. Gonzalo de Jesus Torres, OFM 
Holy Name of Jesus Church-Friary 

207 West 96th Street 
New York, NY 10025 

Tel: 212 749 0276 (Ext 20) 
Holynameparish96@aol.com 
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