
                    DECEMBER 24, 2023 ~ FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 25          8:00AM 
†Jose ‘Capo’ Tovias 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 26          8:00AM 
†Alberta Goertz  †George B Saenz 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 27    8:00AM 
†Pilar Aguirre 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 28       8:00AM 
Parishioners of St. Mary’s  

FRIDAY, DECEMBER  29             8:00AM 
†Sebestian Valdivia 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 30       5:00PM 
†Leo & Gerald Szydek  

†Remigio & Margarita Piña 
†Anthony Scamardo 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31           9:00AM 
Parishioners of St. Mary’s 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31           11:00AM 
†Sebastian Valdivia  †Juan Lopez 

Stewardship of Treasure Report/  

Reporte de MayordomÍa:   

December 16-17, 2023 
Amount Needed Weekly:$3,600.00 

Children’s Collection: $42.01 
 Actual Collection: $5,140.01 

Above Actual Collection: $1,540.01 
“Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you!” 

 (Luke 1:28)  
After Jesus, we look to Mary as an ideal 
steward. Her entire life was lived in obedi-
ence to God’s call. Mary teaches us to live 
with joy for all we have been given. Just as 
the moon reflects the light of the sun, Mary 
reflects the light of Christ. Like Mary, we are 
called to reflect Christ’s light to the world 
through our gratitude and generosity.  

Thank you for your support & generosity! 

Readings for the Week 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 25: 
Christmas Day 

 
 
 

Isaiah 52:7-10,  Hebrews 1:1-6  
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 26: 

Feast of St Stephen 
ACTS 6:8-10; 7:54-59  

 WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 27: 
Feast of St John 

1 John 1:1-4,  John 20:1A AND 2-8  

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 28: 
Feast of the Holy Innocents 
1 John 1:5-2:2,  Matthew 2:13-18  

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 29: 
Fifth Day in the Octave of  

Christmas 
1 John 2:3-11,  Luke 2:22-35  

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 30: 
Sixth Day in the Octave of  

Christmas 
1 John 2:12-17,  Luke 2:36-40  
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31: 

 
 
 
 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary 
&  Joseph 

Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14, 
Colossians 3:12-21  ,Luke 2:22-40   

We pray for our sick  

parishioner’s!  

Si usted deseaque   

oremos por su familiar enfermo! 
Alfonso Alvarado, Jr.           Suzanne Moltz 
Sandra Anthony  Leslie Nolan 
John Charles Fazzino Maria Pompa  

Marilyn Frenzel  Megan Ruiz 

Monica Aguirre Jones Mary Joyce Scamardo 
Lesleigh Jutson  Dennis Zeig 
Jesse Lopez    
Names will remain for 2 months, after 2 months 
names will be removed.  Please call the Church office 
to re-add a name to the list.  

Lector/Lectores Schedule 
Saturday, December 30: 5pm– B Nigliazzo 

Sunday, December 31: 9am– A Stanush 
11am– Jesus Puente 

Sanctuary Candle  
  burns in Loving Memory 

of †George B. Saenz 
from Hope Saenz 

 
 
"Starting in 2022 and for the next three years, 
every Catholic diocese, parish, school, aposto-
late, and family are invited to be a part of  
renewing the Church by enkindling a living  
relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ in the Holy 
Eucharist."-    
  USCCB 

“The liturgy is an act that founds the whole 
Christian experience and, therefore, also 
prayer. It is event, it is happening, it is  
presence, it is an encounter with Christ.”  

-Pope Francis 
La liturgia es un acto que funda la total  
experiencia Cristiana y, aún más, También 
la oración. Es un acontecimiento en el que 
acontece, es una presencia, es un encuen-
tro con Cristo. - Papa Francisco  
  

 

 

 

FRIENDLY REMINDER:  

“Whoever, therefore, eats the bread and 
drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy 
manner will be guilty of profaning the body 
and blood of the Lord… For anyone who 
eats and drinks without discerning the body 
eats and drinks judgment on himself  

[I Cor. 11:27-29].”     

Christmas Mass Schedule 
December 24:  

6pm: Short Christmas Program 
6:30pm: Christmas Eve Mass 

December 25: 
8am: Christmas Day Mass 

January 1: 
8am: New Years Day Mass 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
   WE LOOK FORWARD TO  

WORSHIPPING GOD WITH YOU 

THIS CHRISTMAS! 

      !ESPERAMOS ADORAR A 

DIOS CON USTEDES ESTA  

NAVIDAD! 

IN MEMORIAM  
Please pray for the eternal re-

pose of the soul of  
+Joe Stratta, a parishioner who died 

recently. On behalf of St. Mary’s 
Church, we extend our prayerful sym-

pathy to his family.  
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, 

and let perpetual light shine upon 
them. May they rest in peace. Amen  

The office will  

reopen on  

Thursday,  

December 28. 



                     24 DE DICIEMBRE DE 2023~ CUARTO DOMINGO DE ADVIENTO  

   DIOCESAN CATHOLIC 

YOUTH CONFERENCE 2024:  

All High School students are in-

vited to celebrate their faith at 

the 2024 DCYC, February 3- 4, 

at the Waco Convention Center. 

Hundreds of young Catholics from across the diocese will gather 

for a dynamic weekend packed with keynote speakers, smaller 

workshops, praise & worship, and fun free-time activities. DCYC 

also offers many sacramental opportunities such as Reconcilia-

tion, Adoration, daily Mass and Sunday Mass. This year’s theme 

is “And I have given them the glory, you gave me, so that they 

may be one, as we are one.” [John 17:22]  

       ADVENT  
GIVING TREE  We would like to 

thank all those who contributed to our Advent Giving 
Tree. You stepped up and purchased gift and gift cards for moth-
ers in need. It is truly a meaningful way to share God’s gifts and 
blessings especially with those in need during the Christmas  
season. All your GIFTS will be forwarded to:  

“Walking with Moms” in the Brazos Valley.  

 CSA STATUS REPORT AS OF 
December 22, 2023  

REPORTE DE DE CSA A PARTIR DEL 22 DE DEC. 2023  
Parish goal| Meta parroquial.………………………….….$7,000  
Total pledged| Total comprometido.……………...….$16,981 
% of goal pledged|% de meta comprometida.……..243%  
Number of pledges|Número de compromisos..…..46 

Fourth Sunday of Advent  
Our Advent time is almost over. We have watched in hope for 
the coming of Christ at the end of time. We have seen the pres-
ence of Christ and God’s Kingdom among us wherever justice 
and peace triumph over violence and alienation. Now we focus 
on Mary and the intimacy of birth. Carrying any child requires 
courage, faith and trust. Every mother wonders about the future 
of her child. God transforms all of human history by becoming 
human through Mary’s “Yes!” Like her, will we allow the very 
fullness of God’s love to fill us and our world this year? Do we 
have her faith, her courage and her trust? 

Cuarto Domingo de Adviento  
Nuestro Adviento casi se termina. Hemos esperado la venida 
de Cristo al final de los tiempos. Hemos visto la presencia de 
Cristo y del Reino de Dios entre nosotros donde sea que la jus-
ticia y la paz triunfan sobre la violencia y la separación. Ahora 
nos enfocamos en María y la intimidad del nacimiento. Llevar a 
cualquier niño en el vientre requiere de valor, fe y confianza. 
Cada madre se pregunta sobre el futuro de su hijo. Dios trans-
forma toda la historia humana al convertirse en humano a tra-
vés del ¡Sí! De María. Como ella, ¿permitiremos que la totali-
dad del amor de Dios nos llene a nosotros y a nuestro mundo 
este año? ¿Tenemos su fe, su valor y su confianza? 

The best prayer that Catholics have is the MASS… which is 

the greatest gift of all.  

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS -- This year, 
Christmas is the day after the Fourth Sunday of Advent. So, 
how are we called to meet our holy days of obligation? One is 
expected to attend a Mass that fulfills the obligation for the 
Fourth Sunday of Advent and one that fulfills the obligation for 
Christmas. A Mass can only fulfill one obligation. Therefore, to 
fulfill our holy days of obligation, we are to attend two Masses. 
 

EL CUARTO DOMINGO DE ADVIENTO Y NAVIDAD -- Este año, 
Navidad es el día después del Cuarto Domingo de  
Adviento. Así que, ¿Cómo estamos llamados a cumplir con 
nuestros días santos de obligación? Se espera que uno 
asista a una Misa para cumplir con la obligación del Cuarto  
Domingo de Adviento y a una Misa que cumpla la obligación de 
la Navidad. Una Misa puede cumplir únicamente con una  
obligación. Por lo tanto, para cumplir con nuestros días santos 
de obligación, debemos asistir a dos Misas. 

Message from Bishop Vázquez  
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ: As we  

celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, let  
us rejoice! At Christmas we reflect on the mystery of the Lord’s  
incarnation and his presence among us. Like the humble shepherds, 
let us come to the manger to adore the infant Lord with hearts full of 
gratitude. As we celebrate the Eucharist this Christmas season, may 
you and your loved ones be filled with hope, peace, and joy. I offer you 
God’s blessings now and in the New Year!  -- Bishop Joe S. Vázquez 
 

Mis Estimados Hermanos y Hermanas: Mientras celebramos el 

nacimiento de nuestro Señor y Salvador, Jesucristo, ¡regocijémonos! 
En Navidad reflexionamos sobre el misterio de la encarnación del Se-
ñor y su presencia entre nosotros. Como los humildes pastores, acer-
quémonos al pesebre para adorar al Niño Señor con corazónes lleno 
de gratitud. Mientras celebramos la Eucaristía en esta temporada navi-
deña, que ustedes y sus seres queridos se llenen de esperanza, paz y 
alegría. Les ofrezco las bendiciones de Dios ahora y en el nuevo año.  
  -- El Obispo Jose S. Vásquez 

   Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 2024! 


