
Dear members of the Oneida Catholic Parishes, 

On Wednesday, May 13, the bishop issued new guidelines for our worship during the 

week and on the weekend.  Please refer to the bishop’s press release online at: 

https://www.gbdioc.org/docman/resource-and-support/communications/700-holy-

communion-distribution-press-release/file.  And his guidelines for all the parishes as well:  

https://www.gbdioc.org/docman/divine-worship/701-distribution-of-holy-communion-outside-

the-mass-rite-of-distribution/file.  These guidelines are effective Pentecost and will be in effect 

for the foreseeable future regardless of what any government does.  It is my responsibility to do 

what the bishop requires so I will do that and it should work fine. 

There is both good and bad news.  The good news is that people will be coming for 

communion after mass on Saturday at St. Joseph Parish or Sunday at Immaculate Conception, 

but the bad news is that they cannot come for the whole mass.  The good news is that we can 

have daily mass but with no more than 9 people including me.  The bishop has told us that he is 

genuinely concerned about the lives of people and not helping to spread the virus.  He has been 

told by the experts that the peak for the virus will be in July in northern Wisconsin.  With that in 

mind, he wants to provide a means to participate more fully in the mass without endangering 

people anymore.  On to the specifics… 

Our parishes will begin to offer these prescribed communion services after the 

streamed masses the weekend of Pentecost.  To do that, we will need plenty of help.  I still do 

not have the people to help stream masses in the churches at Saint Joseph.  Melina can only 

help for a little while longer at Saint Joseph.  It is not difficult or complicated but means you 

must be present at the mass itself.  We will also need help directing people for the masses at 

the doors and in the parking lot.  Please let me know if you can do that service or help in any 

way (pastoroneidacatholic@gmail.com).  I will give the information to the appropriate people. 

The parish leadership continues to complete all the behind the scenes requirements with 

equipment and supplies while probably needing help with cleaning, etc. 

The most basic thing in this new situation is that we all make up our minds to do our 

best, work together and help each other to have the best experience possible.  With that in 

mind, we will all be wearing masks in church whenever we step within the doors or a group 

function.  We will also hand sanitize as we enter and leave.  We will follow all the guidelines (as 

outlined on the back of this letter) that are set out for us and cooperate with those who are 

helping to usher the people in the use of the guidelines.   When in church, we will not touch 

anything that we do not have to touch and always try to practice safety procedures which keep 

the virus from spreading.  We will approach the mass and reception of communion as 

reverently as possible while making the most of our time spiritually in church. 

Please do not hesitate to email/call me with your questions.  We want to help make this 

process a good one.  I am confident as we have done so well.  Now, please read the other side. 

Reverend David C. Ruby, Pastor 


