
“I hear the whisperings of many: ‘Terror on every side!  Denounce!  Let us denounce him!’  All 

those who were my friends are on the watch for any misstep of mine.  ‘Perhaps he will be 

trapped; then we can prevail, and take our vengeance on him.’  Words from our first reading 

today from the 20th chapter of the book of the prophet Jeremiah – sisters and brothers, may 

the Lord give to you his peace and his joy. 

As a prophet, the young Jeremiah was called to deliver God’s message to God’s own people, 

but being a prophet is not a popular profession because such a message is often one that 

people who are comfortable do not want to hear.  It is difficult to speak truth to power.  As a 

result of doing so, people began shunning Jeremiah.  He lost his status amongst his colleagues 

in the temple.  The king Zedekiah relieved him of his service in the court.  His friends 

abandoned him, and Jeremiah had to flee from Jerusalem and the mobs there.  This all 

affected Jeremiah greatly.  The next verses after our first reading today, Jeremiah wishes that 

he was dead, wondering “Why did I come forth from the womb to see labor and sorrow, that 

my days should be consumed with shame? You duped me Lord.”  This experience which 

Jeremiah went through which was shared with us in our first reading is an illustration of a 

“cancel culture” at work, where the act of cancelling someone out comes not so much as an 

imposition from authority but rather develops from the grassroots and society at large.  

Canceling and cancel culture have to do with the removing of support for persons in response 

to their objectionable behavior or opinions.  This is something that is increasingly prevalent in 

our own times especially through the use of social media.  For good or ill, recent examples 

include the removal of Chick-fil-A chains, Colin Kapernick’s kneeling during the anthem, the 

calls for defunding Police, or boycotting J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter Series.  There is a lot of 

debate surrounding these issues, certainly, but there is also a debate about the morality of a 

cancel culture itself, partly about how we treat each other, and partly about frustration with 

the lack of real consequences for powerful people.  On the one hand involvement in cancel 

culture is empowering.  To call out someone gives persons the space to express emotion over 

perceived wrongs.  If you don’t have the ability to stop something through [established] 

means, furthermore, what you can do to achieve accountability is refuse to participate.  On 

the other hand, such reactions by their nature often imply that people are incapable of 

compassion and change, while enforcing one’s own brand of vigilante justice through 

harassment and blackmail.  “Aaron Rose, a corporate diversity and inclusion consultant, says, 

‘Mainstream internet activism was [not effecting] the true change I desired.  We were still sad 

and mad.  And the bad people were still bad.  And everyone was still traumatized.’  Motivated 

by the question of ‘how do we truly communicate [and] treat each other like humans,’ Rose 

says he now wants to ‘create more stories of transformation rather than stories of punishment 

and excommunication.’”1   
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My point in bringing up cancel culture today is not to deliver a verdict on this but rather to 

issue a caution.  The act of cancelling is a longstanding tool with upsides and downsides both, 

and the Church herself has used this with great effect to address issues of social justice and 

speaking up for the marginalized while also using it poorly as in the case of the Inquisition.  I 

mention these things today to help us become more aware of the ins and outs of cancel 

culture amidst its increasing prevalence, and should we decide that it is indeed morally 

necessary to employ such means to speak up with regards to issues that are important to us, 

we need to learn to balance this with a sense of love and respect so as to avoid the hurts and 

anxieties it could cause.  Perhaps, it might be equally important going forward to look not just 

at the persons who commit such grievous acts worthy of public shaming, but we should also 

begin to look beyond them with understanding to see the problems in society that drove them 

to act in such a way in the first place.  In so much as we are all sinners, as St. Paul points out, 

we will have to reckon with the nature and reality of sin itself, and how that affects us as much 

as it affects them.  In all instances, the golden rule applies: treat others they way you would 

like to be treated. 

I realize that I am more sensitive to these things.  Maybe it’s my personality, or maybe I am a 

product of my own generation, or maybe it’s because I find myself in a position of “power” 

and “privilege” as a white male who is a priest.  I try to live in integrity and humility and 

inclusion and service, though I still find myself apologizing for who I am regardless of what I 

have or have not done.  I know what it’s like to be Jeremiah.  That’s my own struggle, but I 

have the sinking feeling that us Catholics by and large are the next recipients of the cancel 

culture, that indeed it’s already happening, because of our counter-cultural stances on all sorts 

of things on both sides of the ideological and political fence: abortion, marriage and sexuality 

issues, respect for the marginalized and the dignity of immigrants.  We are called to be 

prophetic.  Being Catholic flies in the face of the prevailing cultural attitudes, and because it is 

difficult for some to respect the teachings of our faith tradition, their frustration will be 

directed towards us as people.  They have a right to be upset over some of these things 

besides, like in the instance of clergy abuse, which I don’t want any part of either.  So, if it’s 

not already, our faith is going to be tested.  In the face of such, Jesus says do not be afraid.  He 

says this for a few reasons:  1) Justice is the Lord’s.  God knows all and God hears the cry of the 

poor and rescues them from the power of the wicked.  You are worth far more to God than a 

few sparrows.  You have not been forgotten!  Do not be afraid.  2) Despite our own 

brokenness and the reign of sin in the world, God’s grace is greater.  There is nothing God 

couldn’t overcome.  The resurrection proves it!  Do not be afraid.  3) Only you are in charge of 

your own soul.  No one else can touch it or take it away from you.  Despite whatever other 

harm may come, by choosing to remain faithful to Jesus, you will preserve your soul for 

eternity where peace and joy remain forever.  Your destiny is in your hands.  God’s grace has 

freed you so.  A comforting thought!  Do not be afraid.  Do not be afraid.    
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Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Lectionary: 94 
Reading 1JER 20:10-13  

Jeremiah said: 

“I hear the whisperings of many: 

‘Terror on every side! 

Denounce! let us denounce him!’ 

All those who were my friends 

are on the watch for any misstep of mine. 

‘Perhaps he will be trapped; then we can prevail, 

and take our vengeance on him.’ 

But the LORD is with me, like a mighty champion: 

my persecutors will stumble, they will not triumph. 

In their failure they will be put to utter shame, 

to lasting, unforgettable confusion. 

O LORD of hosts, you who test the just, 

who probe mind and heart, 

let me witness the vengeance you take on them, 

for to you I have entrusted my cause. 

Sing to the LORD, 

praise the LORD, 

for he has rescued the life of the poor 

from the power of the wicked!” 

Responsorial PsalmPS 69:8-10, 14, 17,  33-35  

R. (14c) Lord, in your great love, answer me. 

For your sake I bear insult, 

and shame covers my face. 

I have become an outcast to my brothers, 

a stranger to my children, 

Because zeal for your house consumes me, 

and the insults of those who blaspheme you fall upon me. 

R. Lord, in your great love, answer me. 

I pray to you, O LORD, 

for the time of your favor, O God! 

In your great kindness answer me 

with your constant help. 

Answer me, O LORD, for bounteous is your kindness; 

in your great mercy turn toward me. 

R. Lord, in your great love, answer me. 

“See, you lowly ones, and be glad; 

you who seek God, may your hearts revive! 

For the LORD hears the poor, 

and his own who are in bonds he spurns not. 

Let the heavens and the earth praise him, 

the seas and whatever moves in them!’‘ 

R. Lord, in your great love, answer me. 
Reading 2ROM 5:12-15  
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Brothers and sisters: 

Through one man sin entered the world, 

and through sin, death, 

and thus death came to all men, inasmuch as all sinned— 

for up to the time of the law, sin was in the world, 

though sin is not accounted when there is no law. 

But death reigned from Adam to Moses, 

even over those who did not sin 

after the pattern of the trespass of Adam, 

who is the type of the one who was to come. 

But the gift is not like the transgression. 

For if by the transgression of the one the many died, 

how much more did the grace of God 

and the gracious gift of the one man Jesus Christ 

overflow for the many. 

AlleluiaJN 15:26B,  27A  

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

The Spirit of truth will testify to me, says the Lord; 

and you also will testify. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
GospelMT 10:26-33  

Jesus said to the Twelve: 

“Fear no one. 

Nothing is concealed that will not be revealed, 

nor secret that will not be known. 

What I say to you in the darkness, speak in the light; 

what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops. 

And do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; 

rather, be afraid of the one who can destroy 

both soul and body in Gehenna. 

Are not two sparrows sold for a small coin? 

Yet not one of them falls to the ground without your Father’s knowledge. 

Even all the hairs of your head are counted. 

So do not be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. 

Everyone who acknowledges me before others 

I will acknowledge before my heavenly Father. 

But whoever denies me before others, 

I will deny before my heavenly Father.” 

 

http://usccb.org/bible/john/15:26
http://usccb.org/bible/matthew/10:26

