
"Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives the one who sent me.  

Amen, I say to you, he will surely not lose his reward.”  Words from our Gospel today from the 

10th chapter of the Gospel according to St. Matthew – sisters and brothers, may the Lord give to 

you his peace and his joy.   

We live in a world full of hostility.  Our society seems to be increasingly full of fearful, defensive, 

aggressive people anxiously clinging to their possessions and inclined to look at their surrounding 

world with suspicion, always expecting an enemy suddenly to appear, intrude, and do harm.  It is 

unfortunate that the prevailing assumption is that strangers are a potential danger and that it is 

up to them to disprove it.  In a world full of strangers, estranged from their own past, culture and 

country, from their neighbors, friends and family, from the deepest self and their God, we are 

witnessing a painful search for a hospitable place where life can be lived without fear and where 

community can be found.  Although many, we might even say most, strangers in this world easily 

become the victim of a fearful hostility, it is possible for men and women and obligatory for 

Christians to offer an open and hospitable space where strangers can cast off their strangeness 

and become our fellow human beings.  The movement from hostility to hospitality is hard & full of 

difficulties.  It involves taking up our cross and dying to our old ways, but still, that is our vocation. 

At first, the word hospitality might evoke the image of soft sweet kindness, tea parties, bland 

conversations, and a general atmosphere of coziness, and yet hospitality is one of the deepest and 

richest biblical terms we have.  Old and New Testament stories not only show how serious our 

obligation is to welcome the stranger, but they also tell us that guests are carrying precious gifts 

with them, which they are eager to reveal to a receptive host.  When Abraham received three 

strangers at Mamre and offered them water, bread, and a fine tender calf, they revealed 

themselves as the Lord announcing that Sarah his wife would give birth to a son.  When the 

widow of Zarephath offered food and shelter to Elijah, he revealed himself as a man of God 

offering her an abundance of oil and meal and raised her son from the dead.  In today’s first 

reading, the pagan woman of the Shunem made up a permanent guest room for the prophet 

Elisha to stay at during his many travels.  She is rewarded not because of her faith, but her 

kindness toward the prophet.  When the two travelers to Emmaus invited the stranger who had 

joined them on the road to stay with them, he made himself known in the breaking of the bread 

as their Lord and Savior.  When hostility is converted to hospitality then fearful strangers can 

become guests revealing to their hosts the promise they are carrying with them.  Then, in fact, the 

distinction between host and guest proves to be artificial and evaporates in the recognition of the 

newfound unity and communion between persons.  Thus, biblical stories help us realize that not 

only is hospitality an important virtue, but hospitality reprioritizes and elevates our relationships 

so that each person can reveal their most precious gifts and bring new life to each other.   

Indeed, the term hospitality should not be limited to its literal sense of receiving a stranger into 

our house – although it is important never to forget or neglect that – but more so, hospitality 

must be seen as a fundamental attitude toward our fellow human beings, which can be expressed 

in a variety of ways.  In its deepest sense, hospitality means the creation of a free space where the 



stranger can enter and become a friend instead of an enemy.  Hospitality is not to change people, 

but to offer them space where change can take place.  It is not bring men and women over to our 

side, but to offer freedom not disturbed by dividing lines.  It is not a method of making our God 

and our own way into the criteria of happiness, but the opening of an opportunity for others to 

find God along the road they were meant to follow.  Someone who is filled with ideas, concepts, 

opinions, and convictions cannot be a good host.  There is no inner space to listen, no openness to 

discover the gift of the other.  It’s not difficult to see how those who ‘know-it-all’ can kill a 

conversation and prevent an interchange of ideas.  A good host not only has to be poor in mind 

but also poor in heart.  When our heart is preoccupied with prejudices, worries, jealousies, there 

is little room for a stranger.  In a fearful environment it’s not easy to keep our hearts open to a 

wide range of human experiences.  We must die to ourselves to open up space for others. 

When it comes to creating a space for another, the emphasis usually lies in the notion of 

receptivity.  Indeed, really honest receptivity means inviting the stranger into our world on his or 

her terms, not on ours.  When we say, “you can be my guest if you believe what I believe, think 

the way I think, and behave as I do,” then we offer love under a condition or for a price, which 

easily leads to exploitation, making hospitality into a business or even lead to violence in thought, 

word, and deed.  In the Gospel, Jesus talks about receiving people for who they are, and not who 

we would like them to be.  Prophets often come with an uncomfortable message.  Righteous 

people can make us jealous of the goodness they seem to possess.  Receiving a little one can often 

be a lot of work – just ask the parents of a newborn child.  But if we can receive them for who 

they are, we will find ourselves blessed accordingly.  If we look at the cost only, it is easy to forget 

why we are hospitable in the first place and the goodness that comes from it.  May we never 

forget the joy that comes from receiving!  Yet it should be mentioned that receptivity is only one 

side of hospitality and the creation of space for our guests.  The other side, equally important, is 

confrontation.  We are not hospitable when we leave our house to strangers and let them use it 

any way they want; after all, an empty house is more of a ghost house, making the stranger feel 

uncomfortable.  When we say, “you are welcome ‘here,’” what is it about being ‘here’ that sets it 

apart from anywhere else?  Confrontation thus offers the guest boundaries within which they can 

feel safe, even while differing worlds and worldviews collide.  Furthermore, to be receptive to the 

stranger in no way implies that hosts in turn become neutral ‘nobodies’.  Real exchange and 

authentic dialogue is not possible between a somebody and a nobody.  So, confrontation also 

offers the guest a frame of reference and a point of orientation within which community can be 

built.  Indeed, it is important that we are known as disciples, and can likewise be received as such, 

for in this way, we God’s presence may be mediated to each other.  In the end, receptivity without 

confrontation leads to a bland neutrality that serves nobody.  Confrontation without receptivity 

leads to an oppressive aggression which hurts everybody.  They have to remain in careful balance.  

Unfortunately, we are seeing both extremes play out on the world stage: bland neutrality where 

differences are not celebrated and oppressive aggression where differences are not tolerated.  

Like the woman at Shunem, help be a part of the movement to convert hostility into hospitality.  

Amen, I say to you, you will surely not lose you reward.i  



 

Readings: http://usccb.org/bible/readings/062820.cfm 

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Lectionary: 97 
Reading 12 KGS 4:8-11,  14-16A  

One day Elisha came to Shunem, 

where there was a woman of influence, who urged him to dine with her. 

Afterward, whenever he passed by, he used to stop there to dine. 

So she said to her husband, “I know that Elisha is a holy man of God. 

Since he visits us often, let us arrange a little room on the roof 

and furnish it for him with a bed, table, chair, and lamp, 

so that when he comes to us he can stay there.” 

Sometime later Elisha arrived and stayed in the room overnight. 

Later Elisha asked, “Can something be done for her?” 

His servant Gehazi answered, “Yes! 

She has no son, and her husband is getting on in years.” 

Elisha said, “Call her.” 

When the woman had been called and stood at the door, 

Elisha promised, “This time next year 

you will be fondling a baby son.” 

Responsorial PsalmPS 89:2-3,  16-17,  18-19  

R. (2a) For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 

The promises of the LORD I will sing forever, 

through all generations my mouth shall proclaim your faithfulness. 

For you have said, “My kindness is established forever;” 

in heaven you have confirmed your faithfulness. 

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 

Blessed the people who know the joyful shout; 

in the light of your countenance, O LORD, they walk. 

At your name they rejoice all the day, 

and through your justice they are exalted. 

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 

You are the splendor of their strength, 

and by your favor our horn is exalted. 

For to the LORD belongs our shield, 

and the Holy One of Israel, our king. 

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
Reading 2ROM 6:3-4,  8-11  

Brothers and sisters: 

Are you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into his death? 

We were indeed buried with him through baptism into death, 

so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 

by the glory of the Father, 

we too might live in newness of life. 

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/062820.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/2kings/4:8
http://usccb.org/bible/psalms/89:2
http://usccb.org/bible/romans/6:3


If, then, we have died with Christ, 

we believe that we shall also live with him. 

We know that Christ, raised from the dead, dies no more; 

death no longer has power over him. 

As to his death, he died to sin once and for all; 

as to his life, he lives for God. 

Consequently, you too must think of yourselves as dead to sin 

and living for God in Christ Jesus. 

Alleluia1 PT 2:9  

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation; 

announce the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
GospelMT 10:37-42  

Jesus said to his apostles: 

“Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, 

and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 

and whoever does not take up his cross 

and follow after me is not worthy of me. 

Whoever finds his life will lose it, 

and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 

"Whoever receives you receives me, 

and whoever receives me receives the one who sent me. 

Whoever receives a prophet because he is a prophet 

will receive a prophet’s reward, 

and whoever receives a righteous man 

because he is a righteous man 

will receive a righteous man’s reward. 

And whoever gives only a cup of cold water 

to one of these little ones to drink 

because the little one is a disciple— 

amen, I say to you, he will surely not lose his reward.” 

 

i Homily influenced and quoted from the movement from hostility to hospitality as found in: Henri Nouwen, Reaching Out, 
DoubleDay Press, NY, 1975. 
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