
“Such large crowds gathered around Jesus that he got into a boat and sat down, and the 
whole crowd stood along the shore.  And he spoke to them at length in parables, saying: 
‘A sower went out to sow…’”  Words from our Gospel today from the 13th chapter of the 
Gospel according to St. Matthew – sisters and brothers, may the Lord give to you his peace 
and his joy. 
 
So it’s time to put our thinking caps on:   

1) What has eyes but cannot see?  …  A potato or a needle 

2) What has ears but cannot hear?  …  An ear of corn 

3) What has hands but cannot grasp?  …  A clock  
When it comes to the Kingdom of God, there is often more than meets the eye or more to 
the story than we can fathom to hear or more than we can grasp or understand.  Jesus, why 
do you speak in parables?  For us who find it hard to see or to hear of the Kingdom of God 
or understand it, Jesus’ parables, much like a good joke or thought-provoking riddle, make 
us go – AHA, that’s what he meant!  In this way, his parables give us greater insight and 
understanding of the kingdom of God. 
 
Thank you, Jesus, for doing a lot of the work for me today, for as we heard this Gospel 
parable actually comes with an explanation describing how God’s word is to be received 
into our lives, just as seeds are received into various soils.  Understanding what he meant 
should give us pause to ask, so, where do we see ourselves?  How receptive are we to God’s 
word?  What kind of soil does our faith life look like?  The seed sown on the path is the one 
who hears the word of the kingdom without understanding it, and the evil one comes and 
steals away what was sown in his heart.  I remember thinking to myself back in 5th grade 
Math class, “when am I ever going to use this?”  Little did I realize then how important 
those skills were as a foundation to so many other things, for example counting money here 
for the Church or when I am doing some new woodworking project.  I’m using those Math 
skills all the time.  It’s the same thing with faith; many of us may think to ourselves, “Why do 
I need to know all these things about our religion?” except we fail to realize that the Church 
is teaching a way of life and many of us could use these moral lessons and guidance when 
situations later come at us.  How many seeds of faith are lost because we do not understand 
or even want to understand!  And then there is the seed sown on rocky ground, the one 
who hears the word and receives it at once with joy.  But he has no root and lasts only for a 
time.  When some tribulation or persecution comes because of the word, he immediately 
falls away.  Some people think that a life of faith means that all their troubles will disappear, 
except that Jesus never promised this.  Rather, our faith was tailor-made to help us through 
the hardships of this world.  That is why the crucifix is our symbol, because we know that 
God is with us in our sufferings and overcomes them in the end.  There are no shortcuts 
though.  We also have to take up our crosses.  Dig deep, stretch your roots out, we are in 
this for the long haul – through pandemic, through unrest, through scandal and abuse, 
through all manner of hardships that this limited and imperfect world will throw at us.   



The seed sown among thorns is the one who hears the word, but then worldly anxiety and 
the lure of riches choke the word and it bears no fruit.  Sometimes, we think we can have it 
all.  We are pretty prideful as Americans and not very discerning between the many goods 
that are offered to us.  They may be good for us, but are these things the right goods that 
we actually need.  Usually, it’s the latest style of gadget or clothing or product, or we fill our 
résumés with long lists of our undertakings because we’ve been told that we’re missing out 
on life; all the while we have failed to attend to our selves and the people who are most 
important to us.  The rat race of life tires us out as we run from thing to thing and are pulled 
in all sorts of directions, but the fertilizer we need for this kind of exhausted soil is not more 
rest, but wholeheartedness, integrity, humility, patience, simplicity, presence, appreciating 
and prioritizing the important things in life.  That’s how we will bear fruit.   
 
To this point, it seems that most of the seed that was planted by the sower has been 
wasted.  No fruit has come and none would be expected.  More often than not, we find 
ourselves joining with the rest of creation, subject to futility and frustration, longing and 
groaning within ourselves for some semblance of satisfaction amidst our many 
imperfections, as St. Paul describes in our second reading.  But St. Paul goes on to say that 
there is no comparison between the sufferings of the present and the glory that is to come.  
And that is a message of great hope, that no matter how bad things seem, redemption is at 
hand.  That gives me pause, because as I think once again about the parable Jesus offers, it 
makes me realize not how wasteful, but just how generous the sower was.  Who goes 
around planting seeds on pathways, or in bad soil, or amongst thorns?  Though these 
conditions are not great for farming, God hasn’t given up on us in all the various 
predicaments which we find ourselves in.  Indeed, Faith has been sown in our lives 
nonetheless.  God is giving us a chance, preaching his word and sowing seeds in the least 
likely of places, trusting that his word won’t return to him void, but will achieve the end for 
which it was sent – that it will bear great fruit.   
 
The lesson of the Gospel, therefore, might really be, bloom where you are planted.  Isn’t it 
amazing how resilient plants are?  Quite often we see trees over the course of many years, 
bursting through the pavement and cracks in our sidewalks.  And though the soil may be 
rocky, there are wildflowers on mountaintops.  And though thistles run rampant in the 
garden, so too does a plant like pachysandra outgrow and overtake the weeds.  AHA, that’s 
what he meant - bloom where you are planted.  Whoever has ears ought to hear.  Maybe 
you need to understand the teachings of the Church a little better so as to apply them to 
your life.  Maybe you need to learn how to carry your cross after the manner of Christ who 
endured much suffering for our sake, out of love for others.  Maybe we need to learn to go 
after the right things instead of obtaining more things, good as they may be.  Whatever it is, 
transform the situation that you find yourself in – make it good, rich soil, so that after 
hearing the word and understanding it, you too may bear fruit, a hundred or sixty or 
thirtyfold.    



Readings: http://usccb.org/bible/readings/071220.cfm 

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Lectionary: 103 
Reading 1IS 55:10-11  

Thus says the LORD: 

Just as from the heavens 

the rain and snow come down 

and do not return there 

till they have watered the earth, 

making it fertile and fruitful, 

giving seed to the one who sows 

and bread to the one who eats, 

so shall my word be 

that goes forth from my mouth; 

my word shall not return to me void, 

but shall do my will, 

achieving the end for which I sent it. 

Responsorial PsalmPS 65:10,  11,  12-13,  14  

R. (Lk 8:8) The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest. 

You have visited the land and watered it; 

greatly have you enriched it. 

God’s watercourses are filled; 

you have prepared the grain. 

R. The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest. 

Thus have you prepared the land: drenching its furrows, 

breaking up its clods, 

Softening it with showers, 

blessing its yield. 

R. The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest. 

You have crowned the year with your bounty, 

and your paths overflow with a rich harvest; 

The untilled meadows overflow with it, 

and rejoicing clothes the hills. 

R. The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest. 

The fields are garmented with flocks 

and the valleys blanketed with grain. 

They shout and sing for joy. 

R. The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest. 
Reading 2ROM 8:18-23  

Brothers and sisters: 

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are as nothing 

compared with the glory to be revealed for us. 

For creation awaits with eager expectation 

the revelation of the children of God; 

for creation was made subject to futility, 

not of its own accord but because of the one who subjected it, 

in hope that creation itself 

would be set free from slavery to corruption 

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/071220.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/isaiah/55:10
http://usccb.org/bible/psalms/65:10
http://usccb.org/bible/romans/8:18


and share in the glorious freedom of the children of God. 

We know that all creation is groaning in labor pains even until now; 

and not only that, but we ourselves, 

who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, 

we also groan within ourselves 

as we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 

Alleluia 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower. 

All who come to him will have life forever. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
GospelMT 13:1-23 OR 13:1-9  

On that day, Jesus went out of the house and sat down by the sea. 

Such large crowds gathered around him 

that he got into a boat and sat down, 

and the whole crowd stood along the shore. 

And he spoke to them at length in parables, saying: 

“A sower went out to sow. 

And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, 

and birds came and ate it up. 

Some fell on rocky ground, where it had little soil. 

It sprang up at once because the soil was not deep, 

and when the sun rose it was scorched, 

and it withered for lack of roots. 

Some seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it. 

But some seed fell on rich soil, and produced fruit, 

a hundred or sixty or thirtyfold. 

Whoever has ears ought to hear.” 

The disciples approached him and said, 

“Why do you speak to them in parables?” 

He said to them in reply, 

“Because knowledge of the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven 

has been granted to you, but to them it has not been granted. 

To anyone who has, more will be given and he will grow rich; 

from anyone who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 

This is why I speak to them in parables, because 

they look but do not see and hear but do not listen or understand. 

Isaiah’s prophecy is fulfilled in them, which says: 

You shall indeed hear but not understand, 

you shall indeed look but never see. 

Gross is the heart of this people, 

they will hardly hear with their ears, 

they have closed their eyes, 

lest they see with their eyes 

and hear with their ears 

and understand with their hearts and be converted, 

and I heal them. 

http://usccb.org/bible/matthew/13:1


“But blessed are your eyes, because they see, 

and your ears, because they hear. 

Amen, I say to you, many prophets and righteous people 

longed to see what you see but did not see it, 

and to hear what you hear but did not hear it. 

“Hear then the parable of the sower. 

The seed sown on the path is the one 

who hears the word of the kingdom without understanding it, 

and the evil one comes and steals away 

what was sown in his heart. 

The seed sown on rocky ground 

is the one who hears the word and receives it at once with joy. 

But he has no root and lasts only for a time. 

When some tribulation or persecution comes because of the word, 

he immediately falls away. 

The seed sown among thorns is the one who hears the word, 

but then worldly anxiety and the lure of riches choke the word 

and it bears no fruit. 

But the seed sown on rich soil 

is the one who hears the word and understands it, 

who indeed bears fruit and yields a hundred or sixty or thirtyfold.” 

or 

On that day, Jesus went out of the house and sat down by the sea. 

Such large crowds gathered around him 

that he got into a boat and sat down, 

and the whole crowd stood along the shore. 

And he spoke to them at length in parables, saying: 

“A sower went out to sow. 

And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, 

and birds came and ate it up. 

Some fell on rocky ground, where it had little soil. 

It sprang up at once because the soil was not deep, 

and when the sun rose it was scorched, 

and it withered for lack of roots. 

Some seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it. 

But some seed fell on rich soil and produced fruit, 

a hundred or sixty or thirtyfold. 

Whoever has ears ought to hear.” 

 


