
“On that day, a shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse, and from his roots a bud shall 

blossom.  There shall be no harm or ruin on all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be 

filled with knowledge of the LORD.”  Words from the 11th chapter of the prophet Isaiah 

of our first reading today - sisters and brothers, may the Lord give to you his peace and 

his joy. 

So, being that time of year, is anybody dreaming of a White Christmas?  Sure, it might be 

said that Buffalo gets more than its fair share of cold and snow and understandably this 

makes for dangerous driving conditions and other such problems.  But the song, “White 

Christmas” originally sung by Bill Crosby for his sweetheart Marjorie Reynolds in the 

movie Holiday Inn, speaks to a longing in us for the ideal Christmas, perhaps just like 

ones we used to know from the good old days of our childhood.  When we dream of a 

white Christmas, we are dreaming of the day when all is as it should be, when we can be 

together, where all our days would be merry and bright.    

Advent is the great season of hope.  And it came to me the other day that one of the 

distinguishing features of hope is the capacity to dream.  Those who dream have hope.  

Those who no longer dream, who have no vision of what they’d like to see happen, who 

cannot give expression to the deepest longings of their hearts, those who have nothing 

to look forward to, even if only in their dreams – folks like these find themselves in the 

depths of despair.  In this world plagued with many overwhelming struggles, there are 

countless people who are in despair, whose dreams have been shattered.  And yet 

Advent is a time for us to renew our capacity to dream, for Christians are called to be 

dreamers, to be a people of hope, who aspire to transcend the darkness all around us.   

The prophet Isaiah from our first reading is one such dreamer.  Isaiah lived in a difficult 

time.  His people were in exile, living far away from Jerusalem, the holy mountain of the 

Lord.  The covenant made to King David which promised an enduring kingship seemed to 

reach an untimely end as Israel was now under the authority of foreign powers; so that 

vibrant lineage of Jesse’s family tree was reduced to a nothing more than a stump.  

God’s people knew only of a miserable existence of hardship, slavery, and broken 

relationships.  And yet, Isaiah stands as a beacon of hope.  He dreams of such a day 

when the Spirit of the Lord will appear and restore justice.  He dreams of the return of 

the kingship as a shoot comes forth from that stump of David.  He speaks of a day when 

even natural enemies like a lion and a lamb, a child and a snake, could dwell together in 

peace.  He speaks of a day when harm or ruin will be no more.  As it were, Isaiah was 

dreaming of a white Christmas, keeping Israel’s hope alive.  



Enter John the Baptist, who in our Gospel today announces the good news: “the day that 

Isaiah spoke of all those years ago - that day is at hand!  That dream is about to become 

a reality.  One mightier than I is coming and we are to prepare the way of the coming of 

the Lord.  Therefore,” he says, “turn away from your sins and produce good fruit as 

evidence of your repentance.”  As we renew our dream of a white Christmas when all 

our days will be merry and bright, we also need to ask ourselves: what are we doing this 

day to prepare for that day, that such a dream may become a reality? 

By now you have heard that Bishop Malone has submitted his resignation and that Pope 

Francis has granted his request, and so our Diocese will now come under the 

administration of Bishop Edward Scharfenberger.  I haven’t met him personally as of yet, 

but he came to Buffalo this past week to introduce himself and was here earlier this 

(Saturday) morning to listen to the people of Buffalo through the Movement to Restore 

Trust.  In his press conference, he shared some of his own dreams of what he hopes is in 

store for our Diocese.  He spoke of our journeying together in familial terms and 

affirmed that parishes, our parish here at Queen of Heaven, is a family of families where 

its members can come together in faith and where the real mission of the Jesus Christ is 

carried out.  He wants to restore trust but realizes that this is an organic process and 

can’t be forced and has to happen interpersonally.  His own reputation suggests that he 

has been proactive amongst bishops in responding the sufferings caused by the abuse 

crisis, and he spoke of the friendships he has personally formed with survivors of abuse 

over the years.  He seemed to me to be rather candid and open and has no agenda.  He 

wants to listen.  My first impressions of him were rather positive.  Is he the be-all end-all 

solution for our hurting Church – by no means!  But he wants us to be able to dream, to 

be a people of hope, and he is asking us to work with him and with each other to make 

that dream a reality amongst the members of this family that is the Church.  Following 

his lead, do we treat each other like strangers and enemies or do we treat each like 

family?  Do we listen to and receive the sacred stories of each other’s lives or do we end 

up stereotyping people and categorize their behaviors?  How are we doing in building 

and maintaining our personal relationships with others who come across our paths?  Can 

we be open and honest to each other or do we attempt to control other people and 

make them an object of our agenda and talk about them behind their backs?  These are 

important things to consider, and something that each of us can work on our own sphere 

of influence to bring about healing and advance the mission of the Church.  These are all 

great ways to heed the message of St. John the Baptist and prepare for the coming of the 

Lord.  These are things we can do to make our dreams come to fruition and have our 

very own white Christmas.  



Readings: http://usccb.org/bible/readings/120819.cfm 

Second Sunday of Advent 
Lectionary: 4 
Reading 1IS 11:1-10  

On that day, a shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse, 

and from his roots a bud shall blossom. 

The spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him: 

a spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 

a spirit of counsel and of strength, 

a spirit of knowledge and of fear of the LORD, 

and his delight shall be the fear of the LORD. 

Not by appearance shall he judge, 

nor by hearsay shall he decide, 

but he shall judge the poor with justice, 

and decide aright for the land's afflicted. 

He shall strike the ruthless with the rod of his mouth, 

and with the breath of his lips he shall slay the wicked. 

Justice shall be the band around his waist, 

and faithfulness a belt upon his hips. 

Then the wolf shall be a guest of the lamb, 

and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; 

the calf and the young lion shall browse together, 

with a little child to guide them. 

The cow and the bear shall be neighbors, 

together their young shall rest; 

the lion shall eat hay like the ox. 

The baby shall play by the cobra's den, 

and the child lay his hand on the adder's lair. 

There shall be no harm or ruin on all my holy mountain; 

for the earth shall be filled with knowledge of the LORD, 

as water covers the sea. 

On that day, the root of Jesse, 

set up as a signal for the nations, 

the Gentiles shall seek out, 

for his dwelling shall be glorious. 
Responsorial PsalmPS 72:1-2,  7-8,  12-13,  17  

R. (cf. 7)  Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever. 

O God, with your judgment endow the king, 

and with your justice, the king's son; 

he shall govern your people with justice 

and your afflicted ones with judgment. 

R. Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever. 

Justice shall flower in his days, 

and profound peace, till the moon be no more. 

May he rule from sea to sea, 

and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

R. Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever. 

For he shall rescue the poor when he cries out, 

and the afflicted when he has no one to help him. 

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/120819.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/Isaiah/11:1
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/Psalms/72:1


He shall have pity for the lowly and the poor; 

the lives of the poor he shall save. 

R. Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever. 

May his name be blessed forever; 

as long as the sun his name shall remain. 

In him shall all the tribes of the earth be blessed; 

all the nations shall proclaim his happiness. 

R. Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever. 
Reading 2ROM 15:4-9  

Brothers and sisters: 

Whatever was written previously was written for our instruction, 

that by endurance and by the encouragement of the Scriptures 

we might have hope. 

May the God of endurance and encouragement 

grant you to think in harmony with one another, 

in keeping with Christ Jesus, 

that with one accord you may with one voice 

glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Welcome one another, then, as Christ welcomed you, 

for the glory of God. 

For I say that Christ became a minister of the circumcised 

to show God's truthfulness, 

to confirm the promises to the patriarchs, 

but so that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. 

As it is written: 

Therefore, I will praise you among the Gentiles 

and sing praises to your name. 

 
AlleluiaLK 3:4,  6  

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: 

all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
GospelMT 3:1-12  

John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the desert of Judea 

and saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!" 

It was of him that the prophet Isaiah had spoken when he said: 

A voice of one crying out in the desert, 

Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make straight his paths. 

John wore clothing made of camel's hair 

and had a leather belt around his waist. 

His food was locusts and wild honey. 

At that time Jerusalem, all Judea, 

and the whole region around the Jordan 

were going out to him 

and were being baptized by him in the Jordan River 

as they acknowledged their sins. 

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/Romans/15:4
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/luke/3:4
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/matthew/3:1


 

When he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees 

coming to his baptism, he said to them, "You brood of vipers! 

Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 

Produce good fruit as evidence of your repentance. 

And do not presume to say to yourselves, 

'We have Abraham as our father.' 

For I tell you, 

God can raise up children to Abraham from these stones. 

Even now the ax lies at the root of the trees. 

Therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit 

will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 

I am baptizing you with water, for repentance, 

but the one who is coming after me is mightier than I. 

I am not worthy to carry his sandals. 

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 

His winnowing fan is in his hand. 

He will clear his threshing floor 

and gather his wheat into his barn, 

but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." 

 


