
“Master, it is good that we are here.”  Words from our Gospel today from the 9th chapter 

of the Gospel according to St. Luke – sisters and brothers, may the Lord give to you his 

peace and his joy.  

When I was at the seminary, Msgr. Lee would always take the first ten minutes of his 

homiletics class to have us share our “God Moments” from the past week with the rest of 

the class.  God moments are those times when we have encountered the presence of 

God at work in context of our very lives.  I wanted to share with you today some of my 

God moments from the past week and from my priesthood so far.  [Here is me posing 

with Sarah and Steve Funderburk – it’s the first wedding that I presided over.  And then 

this is Lucy’s Baptism.  Lucy was born with a heart condition and we were saying some 

extra prayers for her and indeed she is alive and healthy today.  This is the ordination of 

my best friend, Fr. Jerry Skrzynski.  It was an honor for me to vest him that happy day and 

to share with him this great ministry.  This is me with the Knights of St. John marching in 

the St. Patrick’s Day parade from last year.  Their brotherhood of faith is awesome, and I 

look forward to being with them once again this weekend.  Here, these scouts from our 

troop received religious awards at the cathedral downtown; there are several more 

receiving awards next month and I can’t say how proud I am of their accomplishments 

and growth in their lives of faith.  Here I am with the Schneggenburgers and with 

Matthew, who was recently honored as our altar server of the year.  God has blessed us 

with many wonderful servers and ministers here at the parish.  This is Eucharistic 

Adoration and Benediction with hundreds of youth from our Diocese at the annual youth 

convention just two weeks ago.]  Two highlights from my past week that I don’t have 

pictures for…  I was walking down the school hallway to go to celebrate daily Mass this 

past Monday and a couple of our second graders were putting things away in their 

backpacks.  They then proceeded to skip on down the hallway ahead of me to join the 

rest of their class in the classroom.  I don’t know if it’s against the rules to go skipping 

down the hallway when it’s safer and more dignified to walk, but I thought to myself: 

they are happy.  This is how it should be.  This is what kids should be doing.  All is right in 

the world – praise God!  And then last Friday I stopped home on my day off to go out 

with my family for a Lenten fish fry.  And when I opened the door, I heard Mom and Dad 

laughing in the kitchen as they were cleaning the house together.  Mom and Dad haven’t 

been able to spend a lot of time together lately with their busy schedules, so Mom is 

taking off on Fridays during Lent to spend more time together.  Coming back to a happy 

home was important for me to see and be a part of.  Thanks for bearing with me as I 

shared some of these moments where I knew God’s grace was at work, and thankfully 

there are many more of such happy moments where I could say, “Master, it is good that I 

am here.”   



We all go through ups and downs, through highs and lows as we make our way through 

life.  Whereas our Lenten journey last week took us through the desert wastelands of our 

lives, today’s Gospel brings us up the mountain of transfiguration.  We often refer to the 

highlights of our lives as mountaintop experiences.  Indeed, from the mountain summit, 

we are provided with some of the most amazing sights and can see for many miles 

around.  There is nothing quite like being ‘on top of the world,’ which lends itself to a 

new perspective on our surrounding environment and on life.  It is no coincidence that, in 

the Scriptures, mountaintops were considered sacred places upon which God was to be 

encountered.  It was on the mountaintop that Peter, James, and John witnessed the 

transfiguration of Jesus, that is, they received a vision of Jesus not merely as a human 

being but as the divine Son of God present in their very midst.  They declared, “It is good 

that we are here.”  Indeed, what a privilege it must have been to have the glory of God 

revealed right in front of their eyes.  Having received a glimpse of eternity, they wanted 

to dwell in that happy moment forever.  And yet despite all they had seen, they told 

nobody about it and remained silent.      

When Msgr. Lee asked us to share our God moments every week, I began to spend more 

time contemplating about how God was being transfigured before me and revealing his 

presence in my life.  At first, I admit I did this so that I would have something to share 

with the class, but as I spent more and more time reflecting upon my God moments from 

week to week, I realized that God was always working in the world, and not just in my life 

but in the lives of the people around me.  I have no doubt that God is working in the lives 

of each of us here, but many of us don’t recognize God’s presence, or after such 

awesome encounters remain silent about such things and don’t share what we’ve 

experienced.  Today gives us the opportunity to ask ourselves, “What are my God 

moments?”  Those moments when we can declare, “Lord, it is good that we are here.”  I 

would challenge us all to reflect upon our lives and recognize the moments that God 

makes himself known to us because he is being transfigured before us every day.  But 

then we also have the opportunity to share our God moments with the people around us.  

After Mass, many of us talk about our experience of the Eucharist in the car ride home, or 

when we go out for dinner or brunch at Christe’s afterwards some of us tell our friends, 

“this is what Fr. Greg or Fr. Luke talked about this weekend at Church.”  Hopefully, we 

can go forth from today and say to one another, “hey, something wonderful happened to 

me the other day, and I want to share this God-given moment with you.”  Hopefully, all of 

us will have the blessing of many mountaintop experiences during our lifetime where we 

recognize the presence of God as he is transfigured before us.  But sharing these 

experiences with others in turn will lead to the transfiguration of the world.    



Readings: http://usccb.org/bible/readings/031719.cfm  

Second Sunday of Lent 
Lectionary: 27 
Reading 1GN 15:5-12, 17-18  

The Lord God took Abram outside and said,  

"Look up at the sky and count the stars, if you can. 

Just so," he added, "shall your descendants be." 

Abram put his faith in the LORD,  

who credited it to him as an act of righteousness. 

 

He then said to him,  

"I am the LORD who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans  

to give you this land as a possession." 

"O Lord GOD," he asked,  

"how am I to know that I shall possess it?" 

He answered him,  

"Bring me a three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old she-goat,  

a three-year-old ram, a turtledove, and a young pigeon." 

Abram brought him all these, split them in two,  

and placed each half opposite the other;  

but the birds he did not cut up. 

Birds of prey swooped down on the carcasses,  

but Abram stayed with them. 

As the sun was about to set, a trance fell upon Abram,  

and a deep, terrifying darkness enveloped him. 

 

When the sun had set and it was dark,  

there appeared a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch,  

which passed between those pieces. 

It was on that occasion that the LORD made a covenant with Abram, 

saying: "To your descendants I give this land,  

from the Wadi of Egypt to the Great River, the Euphrates." 
Responsorial PsalmPS 27:1,  7-8, 8-9, 13-14.  

R. (1a)  The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

The LORD is my light and my salvation; 

whom should I fear? 

The LORD is my life's refuge; 

of whom should I be afraid? 

R. The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

Hear, O LORD, the sound of my call; 

have pity on me, and answer me. 

Of you my heart speaks; you my glance seeks. 

R. The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

Your presence, O LORD, I seek. 

Hide not your face from me; 

do not in anger repel your servant. 

You are my helper: cast me not off. 

R. The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/031719.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/Genesis/15:5
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/Psalms/27:1


I believe that I shall see the bounty of the LORD 

in the land of the living. 

Wait for the LORD with courage; 

be stouthearted, and wait for the LORD. 

R. The Lord is my light and my salvation. 
Reading 2 PHIL 3:17—4:1  

Join with others in being imitators of me, brothers and sisters,  

and observe those who thus conduct themselves  

according to the model you have in us. 

For many, as I have often told you  

and now tell you even in tears,  

conduct themselves as enemies of the cross of Christ. 

Their end is destruction. 

Their God is their stomach;  

their glory is in their "shame." 

Their minds are occupied with earthly things. 

But our citizenship is in heaven,  

and from it we also await a savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

He will change our lowly body 

to conform with his glorified body  

by the power that enables him also  

to bring all things into subjection to himself. 

 

Therefore, my brothers and sisters, 

whom I love and long for, my joy and crown,  

in this way stand firm in the Lord. 

OrPHIL 3:20—4:1  

Brothers and sisters: 

Our citizenship is in heaven,  

and from it we also await a savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

He will change our lowly body 

to conform with his glorified body  

by the power that enables him also  

to bring all things into subjection to himself. 

 

Therefore, my brothers and sisters, 

whom I love and long for, my joy and crown,  

in this way stand firm in the Lord, beloved. 
Verse Before The GospelCF. MT 17:5  

From the shining cloud the Father's voice is heard: 

This is my beloved Son, hear him. 
GospelLK 9:28B-36  

Jesus took Peter, John, and James  

and went up the mountain to pray. 

While he was praying his face changed in appearance  

and his clothing became dazzling white. 

And behold, two men were conversing with him, Moses and Elijah,  

http://usccb.org/bible/philippians/3:17
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/Philippians/3:20
http://usccb.org/bible/matthew/17:5
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/luke/9:28


who appeared in glory and spoke of his exodus  

that he was going to accomplish in Jerusalem. 

Peter and his companions had been overcome by sleep,  

but becoming fully awake,  

they saw his glory and the two men standing with him. 

As they were about to part from him, Peter said to Jesus,  

"Master, it is good that we are here; 

let us make three tents, 

one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah." 

But he did not know what he was saying. 

While he was still speaking,  

a cloud came and cast a shadow over them,  

and they became frightened when they entered the cloud. 

Then from the cloud came a voice that said,  

"This is my chosen Son; listen to him." 

After the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. 

They fell silent and did not at that time  

tell anyone what they had seen. 

  



View from the Mountaintop 
Second Sunday of Lent: March 17, 2019 

 

I. Opening Prayer: “Journey to Easter Prayer” 
 

Lord Jesus, you are the Way, the Truth, and the Life.   
 

As we gather to reflect on your journey to the cross and anticipate the glory of your resurrection, 

we ask that you send your Spirit to guide our hearts and minds on our Journey to Easter.   
 

We know that it is you who are always journeying forward with us in both the desert moments 

and mountaintop experiences of our lives, that you show us the way, and that it is by your Cross 

and Resurrection that we are set free from our sins and are reconciled to Our Father.   
 

May our journey with you this Lenten Season be a transformative experience that will help us to 

grow into an ever closer and deeper relationship with you, because it is through you that we are 

brought home.   
 

We ask this in your Most Holy Name.  Amen. 

 

II. Creating the Space 

As this is only the second time the group will have met, help them to be reacquainted, introducing 

any new members to the group if necessary.  Remind group members that this is a safe space 

where they will be accepted and their confidentiality respected.  As the group gathers together, it 

might be helpful to ask how each member is doing on their own respective Journey to Easter since 

last week’s meeting.  It might be interesting also to hear how members have spent or plan to 

spend St. Patrick’s Day and/or St. Joseph’s Day or if they have any other traditions or life events 

that normally happen around this time of the year.  

    

III. Theme and Weekend Scripture Readings 

The theme for this week is “View from the Mountaintop.”  We often refer to the highlights of our 

lives as mountaintop experiences.  Indeed, from the mountain summit, we are provided with 

some of the most amazing sights and can see for many miles around.  There is nothing quite like 

being ‘on top of the world,’ which lends itself to a new perspective on our surrounding 

environment and on life.  It is no coincidence that, in the Scriptures, mountaintops were 

considered sacred places upon which God was to be encountered.  It was on the mountaintop 

that Peter, James, and John received a new vision of Jesus as he was transfigured before them.  

And as Abraham entered into a Covenant with God, he was privileged to look out over the vast 

land, knowing that his descendants - to be as numerous as the stars in the sky - will come to dwell 

there.  Hopefully, all of us will have had many mountaintop experiences during our lifetime.  May 

we always come to treasure views such as these.  The Sunday readings for this week are taken 

from Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18, Psalm 27, Philippians 3:17-4:1, Luke 9:28-36.  Have the Gospel read 

aloud and then allow time for some silent reflection before beginning Faith Sharing. 

 

IV. Discussion Questions for Faith Sharing 



- Is there a word, phrase, or image from the Gospel reading that stuck out to you?  Why do you 

think that is the case?  What do you think God is trying to speak to you?  

 

- What are some of the mountaintop experiences of your life?  Curiously, while Peter, James, and 

John thought it ‘was good to be here’, they told no one about what they had seen.  Do you share 

your mountaintop experiences with others or have you generally kept such things to yourself?  

Why is that the case? 

 

- In some ways, God remains hidden from us, but in other very powerful ways, we can see and 

recognize God distinctly in our lives, as Peter, James, and John did as they witnessed Jesus’ 

transfiguration upon the mountain.  Share about such a time in your own life, when God was 

made known to you.  What was that like? 

 

- As a result of Abraham’s and Paul’s respective encounters with God - mountaintop experiences in 

their own right - they began conducting their lives in a new way.  How have your mountaintop 

experiences influenced your life’s journey?  Have they given you any new perspectives or ways of 

thinking about the rest of the world?  Has being a Christian changed anything of your life?   

 

- Are there any mountains coming up or mountains that you are currently climbing in your journey 

of life?  What do you anticipate them to be like?  Are you afraid of these metaphorical mountains 

or are you excited to reach the top?  Why is that? 

 

- Many would say that the views from the mountaintop in our Scripture Passages of this weekend 

are a foreshadowing of Easter on this earth and point to Easter’s coming joys.  Do you agree?  

What do you think is similar or different?  Do any of your own experiences point to and reflect the 

joys of Easter? 

 

V. Reminders 

Remind the group about the next meeting along with any other considerations for time and space 

 

VI. Closing Prayer 

Conclude in prayer, providing the opportunity for individual members to offer prayers of 

thanksgiving, petition, and adoration in the group setting as they feel comfortable.  It may be 

good to gather these prayers and praises into one using a common, well-known prayer such as 

the Our Father, Hail Mary, and/or Glory Be. 

 


