
“Now a man there named Zacchaeus, who was a chief tax collector and also a 

wealthy man, was seeking to see who Jesus was; but he could not see him because 

of the crowd.”  Words from our Gospel today from the 19th chapter of the Gospel 

according to St. Luke – sisters and brothers, may the Lord give to you his peace and 

his joy. 

I want to share my God moment from this recent week: something sad that 

happened but also profoundly beautiful.  We had our 8th grade retreat last week 

and we asked the kids to describe who they are, what’s going on in their lives.  We 

asked them to complete the following sentence: I am… fill-in-the-blank.  Some 

described themselves saying, “I am athletic,” “I am smart,” “I am happy,” and so on.  

They put said descriptions on a sheet and we put all those slips up on the wall as a 

sort of collage.  One of the students, anonymously - there were no names on any of 

these sheets - posted a sheet that stated “I am… a loser.”  And it’s hard for me to 

read that and it saddens me to think that some of our youth feel that way about 

themselves…  I really appreciate their honesty.  But here’s the beautiful thing.  

Someone else came along and took a marker, and on their sheet of paper, this 

sheet of paper right here, wrote a V over the S.  The word was transformed, it went 

from Loser, to Lover.  In some respects that was what our retreat was about, 

transformation in Chris, that God accepts us for who we are, meets us where we 

are at, and yet sees the better person we can still become.  God wants to transform 

us from losers to lovers.  In light of today’s Gospel, it was something of a Zacchaeus 

moment for our own time.   

In the Gospel story today, we have the man Zacchaeus, who would have rightly 

been considered a loser.  He was a tax collector, and tax collectors took money 

from their own people and gave it away to the Romans who occupied their country.  

Not only were they unpatriotic, they likely cheated people for their own gain and 

charged much higher rates than was warranted, and then they would send out 

bullies to beat you up if you couldn’t pay what they wanted.  Zacchaeus isn’t just a 

tax collector, though, he was the chief tax collector.  When Jesus went to stay at his 

house, everyone in the crowd was upset, and they declare Zacchaeus to be a great 

sinner.  As much as people despised Zacchaeus, he probably despised himself more.  

If Zacchaeus was so happy with his life, then why did he want to see Jesus so badly?  

Why would he need to go out on a limb, quite literally?  What is it that he needed? 



One way of looking at it, is that he needed some new perspective on life.  He was 

sick of seeing himself as the loser that he had become.  He climbed up a tree to get 

a new perspective on things, to see the world differently.  He wanted to see himself 

in a new light, to see Jesus and hope that he could transform his life too, that 

goodness was possible for him.  There are many obstacles in our lives that we can’t 

see around which hinder our perspective on things, and these include more than 

just physical barriers such as crowds for those who are short in stature.  

Sometimes, because of our own limited experience or understanding of something, 

we don’t know of a better way of life.  Some people, for example, are trapped in a 

cycle of poverty or crime because they don’t know any better.  We could say the 

same thing of a child coming from a broken home who is ignorant of healthier 

relationships.  Many people face addictions to drugs or to technology or to pleasure 

and our brains get rewired, so we literally don’t think or behave as normal people 

do.  As I mentioned last week, perhaps we get trapped in comparing ourselves to 

others and so we feel like we’re the losers missing out on life.  Whatever it is, God 

comes along to give us some new perspective for God seeks out and saves what has 

been lost.  Our first reading talks about the mercy of God given to us that we may 

repent, that our lives may be turned around and changed for the better, that we 

can know the power of God’s transformation for ourselves.  Indeed, the lesson 

from our readings is go out and get some perspective.  Make a retreat, take some 

time in silence and prayer, read a spiritual book, connect to a community of faith, 

see the world through the eyes of faith, reach out to Jesus…  

Zacchaeus received a new perspective from Christ and was transformed.  He 

realized that he could no longer be a taker but a giver and so he returned 

everything he had taken and became generous to the poor.  He knew salvation.  

Imagine that Jesus himself actually showed up at your house for dinner.  How 

would that change the conversation at the table?  Would you feel guilty or excited 

or both?  What perspective do you suppose he would introduce into your life and 

that of your family?  What might you decide to do differently as a result of such an 

encounter?  How would your life be changed?  Here is your assignment.  Here is a 

sheet of paper.  Complete the phrase: I am… fill-in-the-blank.  Can we say, I am 

transformed?  The individual who wrote on this slip of paper got some great 

perspective from their fellow student.  May we also see ourselves as God sees each 

one of us; that in God’s eyes, we are not losers but lovers.  



Readings: http://usccb.org/bible/readings/110319.cfm 

Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Lectionary: 153 
Reading 1WIS 11:22-12:2  

Before the LORD the whole universe is as a grain from a balance 

 or a drop of morning dew come down upon the earth. 

 But you have mercy on all, because you can do all things; 

 and you overlook people's sins that they may repent. 

 For you love all things that are 

 and loathe nothing that you have made; 

 for what you hated, you would not have fashioned. 

 And how could a thing remain, unless you willed it; 

 or be preserved, had it not been called forth by you? 

 But you spare all things, because they are yours, 

 O LORD and lover of souls, 

 for your imperishable spirit is in all things! 

 Therefore you rebuke offenders little by little, 

 warn them and remind them of the sins they are committing, 

 that they may abandon their wickedness and believe in you, O LORD! 
Responsorial PsalmPS 145:1-2, 8-9, 10-11, 13, 14  

R. (cf. 1)  I will praise your name for ever, my king and my God. 

I will extol you, O my God and King, 

and I will bless your name forever and ever. 

Every day will I bless you, 

and I will praise your name forever and ever. 

R. I will praise your name for ever, my king and my God. 

The LORD is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger and of great kindness. 

The LORD is good to all 

and compassionate toward all his works. 

R. I will praise your name for ever, my king and my God. 

Let all your works give you thanks, O LORD, 

and let your faithful ones bless you. 

Let them discourse of the glory of your kingdom 

and speak of your might. 

R. I will praise your name for ever, my king and my God. 

The LORD is faithful in all his words 

and holy in all his works. 

The LORD lifts up all who are falling 

and raises up all who are bowed down. 

R. I will praise your name for ever, my king and my God. 
Reading 22 THES 1:11-2:2  

Brothers and sisters: 

We always pray for you, 

that our God may make you worthy of his calling 

and powerfully bring to fulfillment every good purpose 

and every effort of faith, 

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/110319.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/Wisdom/11:22
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/Psalms/145:1
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/2Thessalonians/1:11


that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, 

and you in him, 

in accord with the grace of our God and Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

We ask you, brothers and sisters, 

with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 

and our assembling with him, 

not to be shaken out of your minds suddenly, or to be alarmed 

either by a "spirit," or by an oral statement, 

or by a letter allegedly from us 

to the effect that the day of the Lord is at hand. 

 
AlleluiaJN 3:16  

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him might have eternal life. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
GospelLK 19:1-10  

At that time, Jesus came to Jericho and intended to pass through the town. 

Now a man there named Zacchaeus, 

who was a chief tax collector and also a wealthy man, 

was seeking to see who Jesus was; 

but he could not see him because of the crowd, 

for he was short in stature. 

So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree in order to see Jesus, 

who was about to pass that way. 

When he reached the place, Jesus looked up and said, 

"Zacchaeus, come down quickly, 

for today I must stay at your house." 

And he came down quickly and received him with joy. 

When they all saw this, they began to grumble, saying, 

"He has gone to stay at the house of a sinner." 

But Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, 

"Behold, half of my possessions, Lord, I shall give to the poor, 

and if I have extorted anything from anyone 

I shall repay it four times over." 

And Jesus said to him, 

"Today salvation has come to this house 

because this man too is a descendant of Abraham. 

For the Son of Man has come to seek 

and to save what was lost." 

 

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/john/3:16
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/luke/19:1

