
“The day is coming that will set them on fire… but for you who fear my name, there 

will arise the sun of justice with its healing rays.”  Words from 3rd chapter of book 

of Malachi from our first reading today – sisters and brothers, may the Lord give to 

you his peace and his joy.  

 

I have a glass here, and I would ask for your opinion.  What can you tell me about 

the glass you see here?  From their point of view:  

 The pessimist says the glass is half-empty.   

 The optimist says the glass is half-full.   

 The cynic wonders with contempt who drank the other half.   

 The realist says you indeed have a glass. 

 The worrier frets that the remaining half will evaporate by tomorrow. 

 The insomniac will be up all night wrestling with this question.   

 The engineer says you have more glass than is required for the given amount of 

water present. 

 The entrepreneur says there is a T-shirt possibility in here somewhere. 

 Mom says don’t put your glass on the edge of the ambo or you’ll make a mess. 

 

There are many more possible answers, of course, each of them with some 

merit.  I do think it’s interesting to see how our own unique perspective will 

influence how we come to answer even this simple question about a glass of water.  

I wonder what your perspective is then, when it comes to hearing these readings 

about the end times.  As we approach the end of our liturgical year, the readings 

the Church lays out for us are made to prepare us for those final things.  They are 

forming us to look towards that time when it is God who shall at last be all in all 

– when Christ shall reign over all of creation as King, which we will celebrate with 

next-week-Sunday’s feast.  So, what is it that you heard?  Do words like war, 

destruction, famine, plagues, fire, and evildoers jump out at you?  Or did you hear 

the words: do not be afraid, mighty signs, wonders from the sky, healing, security, 

preservation, and justice?  Is your perspective towards the end-times one of fear or 

hope?  Do we have unfinished business?  Do we trust in God?  Or is there 

something else going on in our hearts? 



And yet according to salvation history, we are already living in the so-called “end 

times.”  From the beginning of creation, God has always been at work in the world 

and, even when humanity came along and messed things up, God spoke through 

the prophets and established covenants with us so as to restore us and bring about 

salvation.  But the coming of Jesus Christ has established a new, definitive point in 

history where God’s Kingdom has been established forever.  In that we have access 

to the Kingdom of God already, and that God dwells among us now, and that we 

are currently moving towards that final culmination where God will be all in all, 

says to us that this period of time, right now, in which we are living is the time of 

fulfillment when everything is coming to its ultimate completion and end.    

 

I think the Catholic Christian attitude and perspective towards this is something of a 

hope-filled, realism.  For certainly we do not deny that there is much suffering in 

the world, which comes from a wide range of sources.  There are many terrible 

calamities mentioned in the Gospel today, and for us mortal beings, there is no 

getting around it.  Indeed, we claim the cross as our symbol.  But there is also great 

reason for hope amidst all of this.  As our response today indicates, God is going to 

re-establish justice and rule the peoples fairly.  Thanks be to God!  No more war, no 

more famine; hatred and violence will cease.  Our first reading points out that 

God’s coming justice will be healing.  Jesus tells us do not be terrified.  He promises 

us that not a hair on our heads, all of which has been counted, none of it will be 

destroyed and that through persevering in faith our lives will be secure.  With a 

sense of eagerness, we proclaim in the creed: “I look forward to the resurrection of 

the dead and the life of the world to come.”  Mind you, while we await the coming 

of the heavenly Jerusalem, it is a mistake to think that we are thus entitled to evade 

our earthly responsibilities as St. Paul points out in our second reading; this is to 

forget that precisely because of our hope we are all the more bound to transform 

the realities that make up our lives.  For us who are here, who have faith in God, 

who are diligently working out our salvation on earth, the news of the end times 

actually should bring joy.  While we certainly recognize that our glasses might be 

half-empty indeed because of the suffering we endure, because of the suffering 

we all too often inflict on others, let us also have the courage to press forward in 

Christ Jesus in the great hope that with him, our cup shall runneth over!   



Readings: http://usccb.org/bible/readings/111719.cfm 

Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Lectionary: 159 
Reading 1MAL 3:19-20A  

Lo, the day is coming, blazing like an oven, 

 when all the proud and all evildoers will be stubble, 

 and the day that is coming will set them on fire, 

 leaving them neither root nor branch, 

 says the LORD of hosts. 

 But for you who fear my name, there will arise 

 the sun of justice with its healing rays. 

 
Responsorial PsalmPS 98:5-6, 7-8, 9  

R. (cf. 9)  The Lord comes to rule the earth with justice. 

Sing praise to the LORD with the harp, 

with the harp and melodious song. 

With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

sing joyfully before the King, the LORD. 

R. The Lord comes to rule the earth with justice. 

Let the sea and what fills it resound, 

the world and those who dwell in it; 

let the rivers clap their hands, 

the mountains shout with them for joy. 

R. The Lord comes to rule the earth with justice. 

Before the LORD, for he comes, 

for he comes to rule the earth, 

he will rule the world with justice 

and the peoples with equity. 

R. The Lord comes to rule the earth with justice. 

 

 
Reading 22 THES 3:7-12  

Brothers and sisters: 

You know how one must imitate us. 

For we did not act in a disorderly way among you, 

nor did we eat food received free from anyone. 

On the contrary, in toil and drudgery, night and day 

we worked, so as not to burden any of you. 

Not that we do not have the right. 

Rather, we wanted to present ourselves as a model for you, 

so that you might imitate us. 

In fact, when we were with you, 

we instructed you that if anyone was unwilling to work, 

neither should that one eat. 

We hear that some are conducting themselves among you in a 

disorderly way, 

by not keeping busy but minding the business of others. 

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/111719.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/Malachi/3:19
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/Psalms/98:5
http://usccb.org/bible/2thessalonians/3:7


Such people we instruct and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to work quietly 

and to eat their own food. 

AlleluiaLK 21:28  

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Stand erect and raise your heads 

because your redemption is at hand. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
GospelLK 21:5-19  

While some people were speaking about 

how the temple was adorned with costly stones and votive offerings, 

Jesus said, "All that you see here-- 

the days will come when there will not be left 

a stone upon another stone that will not be thrown down." 

 

Then they asked him, 

"Teacher, when will this happen? 

And what sign will there be when all these things are about to happen?" 

He answered, 

"See that you not be deceived, 

for many will come in my name, saying, 

'I am he,' and 'The time has come.' 

Do not follow them! 

When you hear of wars and insurrections, 

do not be terrified; for such things must happen first, 

but it will not immediately be the end." 

Then he said to them, 

"Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 

There will be powerful earthquakes, famines, and plagues 

from place to place; 

and awesome sights and mighty signs will come from the sky. 

 

"Before all this happens, however, 

they will seize and persecute you, 

they will hand you over to the synagogues and to prisons, 

and they will have you led before kings and governors 

because of my name. 

It will lead to your giving testimony. 

Remember, you are not to prepare your defense beforehand, 

for I myself shall give you a wisdom in speaking 

that all your adversaries will be powerless to resist or refute. 

You will even be handed over by parents, brothers, relatives, and friends, 

and they will put some of you to death. 

You will be hated by all because of my name, 

but not a hair on your head will be destroyed. 

By your perseverance you will secure your lives." 

 

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/luke/21:28
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/luke/21:5

