
“Do you think they were more guilty than everyone else who lived in Jerusalem?  

By no means!  But I tell you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as they did!"  

Words from our Gospel today from the 13th chapter of the Gospel according to 

St. Luke – sisters and brothers, may the Lord give to you his peace and his joy. 

Many of the cars that come out nowadays have a Global Positioning System, a 

GPS unit built right into the car.  It’s standard equipment along with the backup 

camera and anti-lock brakes and an automatic transmission.  At one point, we 

were saying “we’ll never need accessories like these” and now we just can’t 

seem to live without them.  So here we are, coming to Church today, driving 

along in our fancy vehicles with all these really nice accessories or using the GPS 

on our phone, and we hear a little voice coming over the system, “turn right in 1 

mile; turn right in 100ft; turn right,” and then, the next thing we hear is: 

“Recalculating Route.”  “Recalculating.”  I know you meant to take the scenic 

route this time, but if there is ever any heavy traffic, or construction, or tolls, or 

if we’ve missed our turn, the GPS charts us a new course to get us to our 

destination on time.  If you’re anything like me when it comes to driving, then 

you’ve probably heard that little voice suggesting a new route plenty of times. 

Similar to a GPS, our conscience residing in the depths of our hearts is at all 

times monitoring our choices to see where we are going as we make our way 

through life.  Whereas our inner GPS is programmed to direct us to our heavenly 

destination, it is easy to end up taking the scenic route as we go through our 

day-to-day routine, as we travel from place to place, and as we make our way 

from one thing to the next.  And yet if we go astray or a truly better course of 

travel comes up, the voice of our innermost being pronounces on God’s behalf, 

“Recalculating,” much like that discerning GPS device in our cars, signaling to us 

that we must change our current route if we want to make it to our heavenly 

destination.  Indeed, this is what Jesus was talking about in the Gospel today 

when he indicated that his listeners need to repent, that is quite literally, to turn 

around and find the way once again and do some “recalculating.”   

 

 



The 18 people who tragically died when the Tower of Siloam fell were not bad 

people.  Jesus makes it clear that God was not punishing them for any 

wrongdoing.  I imagine the collapse of that ancient tower as reported in the 

Gospel today was an accident like any other; nobody ever imagined that it would 

crumble or else people would have avoided that dangerous tower.  But 

sometimes, an unexpected event like that can completely throw us off course, 

whether it’s a death in the family or receiving notice that you will be laid off 

from work or perhaps someone you know has been just diagnosed with cancer 

or whether it’s the news of a tragedy like the Boeing airplane crash in Ethiopia or 

the shooting at the mosque in New Zealand.  It should be said that life’s surprises 

don’t always have to be tragic.  ‘Love at first sight’ has led couples to a whole 

new life together that neither could have imagined on their own or the birth of a 

child and that child’s development and one day their leaving home will definitely 

lead to some recalculating as a family.  As it is, Moses was simply tending his 

Father-in-law’s flock when God suddenly appeared to him in the burning bush, 

recalling for Moses the plight of his fellow Israelites and sending him back to 

Egypt for their deliverance.  Talk about recalculating – Moses figured that he was 

lucky to have escaped the hardships of Egypt with his life, but his encounter with 

God drastically altered his life’s course.  In such moments, our inner GPS gives us 

a progress report on our journey, “exit the highway in 0.5 miles; turn left at the 

fork; recalculating; your destination is on the right.”  Our GPS is giving us some 

good advice.   

We who are here have not been claimed by the tower of Siloam.  We who are 

here yet have the opportunity to examine how we’re doing on our life’s journey 

to our heavenly homeland.  We who are still behind the wheel of life, listening to 

our inner GPS units can do some recalculating.  If there is a particular sin we are 

struggling with, now is the time to make amends and exit that highway to hell.  If 

God is calling us to a great vocation to the family or ministry or to some noble 

endeavor, now is the time to turn left at the fork.  If there is an opportunity to be 

generous and bear good fruit in the lives of those around us, now is our chance 

to do some recalculating and help them.  Now is the time to repent and change 

course for the Kingdom of God is at hand.  Our GPS is giving us some good 

advice, for our heavenly destination is always on the right.    



Readings: http://usccb.org/bible/readings/032419-yearc.cfm  

Third Sunday of Lent – Year C Readings 

Lectionary: 30 
Reading 1EX 3:1-8A, 13-15  

Moses was tending the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, 

the priest of Midian. 

Leading the flock across the desert, he came to Horeb, 

the mountain of God. 

There an angel of the LORD appeared to Moses in fire 

flaming out of a bush. 

As he looked on, he was surprised to see that the bush, 

though on fire, was not consumed. 

So Moses decided, 

“I must go over to look at this remarkable sight, 

and see why the bush is not burned.” 

 

When the LORD saw him coming over to look at it more closely, 

God called out to him from the bush, “Moses! Moses!” 

He answered, “Here I am.” 

God said, “Come no nearer! 

Remove the sandals from your feet, 

for the place where you stand is holy ground. 

I am the God of your fathers, “ he continued, 

“the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of Jacob.” 

Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 

But the LORD said, 

“I have witnessed the affliction of my people in Egypt 

and have heard their cry of complaint against their slave drivers, 

so I know well what they are suffering. 

Therefore I have come down to rescue them 

from the hands of the Egyptians 

and lead them out of that land into a good and spacious land, 

a land flowing with milk and honey.” 

 

Moses said to God, “But when I go to the Israelites 

and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ 

if they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what am I to tell them?” 

God replied, “I am who am.” 

Then he added, “This is what you shall tell the Israelites: 

I AM sent me to you.” 

 

God spoke further to Moses, “Thus shall you say to the Israelites: 

The LORD, the God of your fathers, 

  

the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of Jacob, 

has sent me to you. 

 

“This is my name forever; 

thus am I to be remembered through all generations.” 

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/032419-yearc.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/Exodus/3:1


Responsorial PsalmPS 103: 1-2,  3-4,  6-7, 8, 11.  

R. (8a)  The Lord is kind and merciful. 

Bless the LORD, O my soul; 

and all my being, bless his holy name. 

Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

and forget not all his benefits. 

R. The Lord is kind and merciful. 

He pardons all your iniquities, 

heals all your ills, 

He redeems your life from destruction, 

crowns you with kindness and compassion. 

R. The Lord is kind and merciful. 

The LORD secures justice 

and the rights of all the oppressed. 

He has made known his ways to Moses, 

and his deeds to the children of Israel. 

R. The Lord is kind and merciful. 

Merciful and gracious is the LORD, 

slow to anger and abounding in kindness. 

For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

so surpassing is his kindness toward those who fear him. 

R. The Lord is kind and merciful. 

Reading 21 COR 10:1-6,  10-12  

I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters,  

that our ancestors were all under the cloud  

and all passed through the sea,  

and all of them were baptized into Moses  

in the cloud and in the sea. 

All ate the same spiritual food,  

and all drank the same spiritual drink,  

for they drank from a spiritual rock that followed them,  

and the rock was the Christ. 

Yet God was not pleased with most of them,  

for they were struck down in the desert. 

 

These things happened as examples for us,  

so that we might not desire evil things, as they did.  

Do not grumble as some of them did,  

and suffered death by the destroyer. 

These things happened to them as an example,  

and they have been written down as a warning to us,  

upon whom the end of the ages has come. 

Therefore, whoever thinks he is standing secure  

should take care not to fall. 

 

Verse Before The GospelMT 4:17  

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/Psalms/103:1
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/1Corinthians/10:1
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/matthew/4:17


Repent, says the Lord; 

the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

GospelLK 13:1-9  

Some people told Jesus about the Galileans 

whose blood Pilate had mingled with the blood of their sacrifices. 

Jesus said to them in reply,  

"Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way  

they were greater sinners than all other Galileans? 

By no means! 

But I tell you, if you do not repent, 

you will all perish as they did! 

Or those eighteen people who were killed  

when the tower at Siloam fell on them— 

do you think they were more guilty  

than everyone else who lived in Jerusalem? 

By no means! 

But I tell you, if you do not repent, 

you will all perish as they did!" 

 

And he told them this parable:  

"There once was a person who had a fig tree planted in his orchard,  

and when he came in search of fruit on it but found none, 

he said to the gardener, 

'For three years now I have come in search of fruit on this fig tree  

but have found none. 

So cut it down. 

Why should it exhaust the soil?' 

He said to him in reply, 

'Sir, leave it for this year also,  

and I shall cultivate the ground around it and fertilize it;  

it may bear fruit in the future. 

If not you can cut it down.'" 

  

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/luke/13:1


Where Are We Going? 
Third Sunday of Lent: March 24, 2019 

 

I. Opening Prayer: “Journey to Easter Prayer” 
 

Lord Jesus, you are the Way, the Truth, and the Life.   
 

As we gather to reflect on your journey to the cross and anticipate the glory of your resurrection, 

we ask that you send your Spirit to guide our hearts and minds on our Journey to Easter.   
 

We know that it is you who are always journeying forward with us in both the desert moments 

and mountaintop experiences of our lives, that you show us the way, and that it is by your Cross 

and Resurrection that we are set free from our sins and are reconciled to Our Father.   
 

May our journey with you this Lenten Season be a transformative experience that will help us to 

grow into an ever closer and deeper relationship with you, because it is through you that we are 

brought home.   
 

We ask this in your Most Holy Name.  Amen. 

 

II. Creating the Space 

By this session, the members of the group should have a good respect for and understanding of 

each other.  As the midway point of the program, it would be appropriate to ask how Lent is 

going for everyone and how everyone is doing with his or her own respective Lenten practices.  If 

they are not satisfied with their Lenten Journey thus far, that’s OK.  As it is, this session provides a 

good opportunity to make any necessary adjustments.   

   

III. Theme and Weekend Scripture Readings 

The theme for this week is “Where Are You Going?”  Hopefully, all of us could answer this 

question by claiming heaven as our ultimate destination.  We need to ask ourselves this question 

from time to time, however, since it is easy to forget life’s purpose in the day-to-day routine of 

ordinary life.  Like a good coach, St. Paul exhorted the complacent Corinthians not to lose their 

focus if they wanted to reach their heavenly goal.  At other times, an unexpected event can 

completely throw us off course.  Moses was simply tending his Father-in-law’s flock when God 

appeared to him in the burning bush, recalling for Moses the plight of his fellow Israelites and 

sending him back to Egypt for their deliverance.  At all times, the voice of our conscience is 

monitoring where we are going.  If ever we lose our way, our innermost being pronounces, 

“Recalculating” much like a discerning GPS device, signaling to us that we must change our 

current trajectory.  Indeed, this is what it means to repent: to turn around and find our way once 

again.  Unlike those who tragically perished when the Tower of Siloam fell, it’s not too late to 

change our lives.  The master has given us another chance to repent from where we are going so 

that we may yet bear fruit that will last.  The Sunday readings for this week are taken from 

Exodus 3:1-8, 13-15, Psalm 103, 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12, and Luke 13:1-9.  Have the Gospel 

read aloud and then allow time for some silent reflection before beginning Faith Sharing. 

 

IV. Discussion Questions for Faith Sharing 



- Is there a word, phrase, or image from the Gospel reading that stuck out to you?  Why do you 

think that is the case?  What do you think God is speaking to you?  

 

- St. Paul warns the Corinthians about deceit - that many people who thought they were doing well 

for themselves were in reality heading for a fall.  In what ways do we deceive ourselves?  Are 

there things that we are still working on?  What supports do we have or could we reach out 

towards to help us in this regard?   

 

- God did not give up on the fruit tree but asks that it be cultivated yet another year.  What 

important work could bear fruit in your life right now if you have more confidence in God’s loving 

care?  Looking at your current trajectory, what needs changing in your life right now?  How will 

you invite God into that change? 

 

- Just as we are called to conversion, so also we are sent to help lead others to salvation, like Moses 

who was sent to Egypt and the gardener who was sent to tend to the fig tree in this weekend’s 

Gospel.  Who needs our assistance?  Is God sending you to any place, person, or community in 

particular?  Where is your discernment leading you on your journey?  

 

- Throughout the program so far, we’ve talked a lot about journeys.  Do you often think about 

heaven as the ultimate destination of your own journey?  Where are you going?  How do you 

think lives would be changed if heaven remained at the forefront of people’s hearts and minds?  

Does the Journey to Easter mean anything to you in this regard? 

 

V. Reminders 

Remind the group about the next meeting along with any other considerations for time and space 

 

VI. Closing Prayer 

Conclude in prayer, providing the opportunity for individual members to offer prayers of 

thanksgiving, petition, and adoration in the group setting as they feel comfortable.  It may be 

good to gather these prayers and praises into one using a common, well-known prayer such as 

the Our Father, Hail Mary, and/or Glory Be. 


