
Then Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment, so that those who do not see might 
see.”  Words from our Gospel today from the 9th chapter of the Gospel according to St. John – 
sisters and brothers, may the Lord give to you his peace and his joy. 

One of the recent sensations in the National Hockey League is that emergency goaltenders, 
like Zamboni Driver David Ayres for Carolina and Accountant Scott Foster for Chicago have 
come off the street and been called into NHL action, when the team’s regular goaltenders 
unfortunately got hurt and had to leave the game.  This happened to me just a couple of 
weeks ago.  Many of you know that I am a hockey player and that I get out about once a week 
to play pick-up roller hockey here in West Seneca.  Our regular goalie wasn’t feeling well and 
called off a couple hours before we were scheduled to play, so I made my start in net that 
evening as our team’s starting goalie.  It was pretty fun and a nice change of pace from my 
normal position of defenseman.  But the opposing team isn’t going to make things easy for 
you.  One of the tactics teams do to generate offense is something called screening the goalie.  
The opposing team will have a player stand right in front of the goalie, blocking his view so 
that the goalie is virtually blind and cannot see the shot coming to make the save.  To defend 
against screens, the team needs to clear out the defenders who are in the way, and the goalie 
needs to find ways to look beyond these players in front of him to see the action unfolding all 
around the ice to anticipate the play and be ready to make the save.   

Sometimes in life, we are made blind to the things happening all around us, just like a 
goaltender who is being screened and cannot see.  Such blindness prevents us from fulfilling 
our various roles and becoming the persons God intended us to be.  And this blindness 
manifests itself in many ways: maybe we are ignorant or with our faces glued to computer 
screens and our phones, we cannot see or listen to the needs of others which are clearly being 
expressed to us; it might be that we are afraid of something and so we turn away and block 
that situation from our minds and hearts; or we may even feel that we are too good for 
something or someone, and our air of superiority and the critical judgments we make blind us 
to the good works of others; perhaps we are unconsciously carrying around resentment or 
holding grudges against someone.  This blindness doesn’t just happen in individuals – 
communities can be blind too.  Americans in general are blinded to the harsh realities of third 
world countries as well as the many graces their way of life affords.  The abuse crisis of our 
Diocese is in part because of a sweep-it-under-the-rug attitude from years ago.  As for us, I feel 
Queen of Heaven needs more outreach.  I know that there are organizations and folks here 
who do serve those on the margins, but I get the feeling that our parish is not as close to the 
poor as we ought to be.  We keep them at arm’s length as we donate to their cause, but we 
need more closeness to the poor.  It’s a blind spot that we have as a parish and because we, 
myself included, are blind here, I don’t have an answer, but I know that we need this and I 
would like for us to draw closer to the poor.  Because these are our blind spots in our lives, we 
don’t even realize how we are affecting the relationships we have with God and each other.  



Like a hockey goalie seeing a play develop through a screen, our readings call us to look 
beyond and to see as God sees.  In our first reading, God instructs Samuel not to judge by 
appearances but to look beyond.  I do have to laugh a little bit at God’s instructions here, 
because just as God says this, David arrives on the scene making a splendid appearance.  But I 
should clarify that this outward description is really a manifestation of David’s inner character.  
We are told that, “not as man sees does God see, because man sees the appearance but the 
Lord looks into the heart.  Indeed, to everyone else, David was not a viable candidate for 
kingship.  Samuel thought to himself, it must be one of Jesse’s first seven sons.  Even to his 
own father’s mind, David is but an afterthought.  Yet God looks beyond and sees that David’s 
heart is so much like his own.  Like any other king, David had many ups and downs in his rule, 
but because of the goodly character which God saw in him, David is considered the greatest 
king ancient Israel ever had.  Seeing our deepest self is what God does.  It is the same in the 
gospel - he sees the blind man for who he really is.  Others look at him and think only of what 
terrible thing he could have done to deserve being blind, and if it wasn’t him, then surely his 
parents are great sinners, as if that’s the way sin works (by the by, it doesn’t work that way).  
But Jesus sees the man’s blindness, and yet looks beyond, he looks deeper into the person in 
front of him, recognizing instead an occasion for divine action and blessing and welcome to 
this poor, rejected man.  We too need to take off our spiritual blinders and see as God sees. 

No, we don’t always like to acknowledge our blindness and it’s not always easy to compensate 
for our blind spots, but others can help us out.  Just as a goalie cannot see through a screen on 
his own, but needs help from his teammates to clear out the opposing players from shooting 
lanes and remove screening players, so we need people to help us through those blind spots in 
our lives.  They can open our eyes to reality and help us adjust to the ways in which we need 
to grow.  We know of course that Jesus comes to our defense, Christ enlightens our way.  He 
came so that those who are blind may see.  Because of Jesus, the blind man of our Gospel not 
only received his physical sight, but his faith moved out of darkness into light.  In his journey of 
coming to see, he realized that Jesus was more than a man, indeed, more than a prophet, but 
he came to believe that Jesus is the Lord our God, and as such he worshipped Jesus and 
standing in the light, gave witness to the truth.  Whereas the Pharisees, Samuel, and the 
parents even in our readings were increasingly blind to the truth, we ought to align ourselves 
with Christ and help others to see past their blindness and come into the light of truth.  When 
we share our story, and what we’ve learned from experience, and how our faith in Jesus has 
expanded our vision, we can help others in turn move out of their own blindness…   

I’d like to say for the record that I stopped 82 of 101 shots.  My pride is blinding me a little bit 
here because I am boasting that I held my own, but the reality is that 19 goals against over a 
couple hours of gameplay is not a great stat for goalies, but I can’t imagine how much worse 
the score would have been if I couldn’t see and didn’t have the help of my teammates.  More 
importantly, therefore, in life may we come to see as God sees, and may we be of help to each 
other in overcoming our collective blindness so as to open our eyes to the light Christ brings.   



Readings: http://usccb.org/bible/readings/032220.cfm 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Lectionary: 31 
Reading 11 SM 16:1B, 6-7,  10-13A  

The LORD said to Samuel: 

“Fill your horn with oil, and be on your way. 

I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, 

for I have chosen my king from among his sons.” 

As Jesse and his sons came to the sacrifice, 

Samuel looked at Eliab and thought, 

“Surely the LORD’s anointed is here before him.” 

But the LORD said to Samuel: 

“Do not judge from his appearance or from his lofty stature, 

because I have rejected him. 

Not as man sees does God see, 

because man sees the appearance 

but the LORD looks into the heart.” 

In the same way Jesse presented seven sons before Samuel, 

but Samuel said to Jesse, 

“The LORD has not chosen any one of these.” 

Then Samuel asked Jesse, 

“Are these all the sons you have?” 

Jesse replied, 

“There is still the youngest, who is tending the sheep.” 

Samuel said to Jesse, 

“Send for him; 

we will not begin the sacrificial banquet until he arrives here.” 

Jesse sent and had the young man brought to them. 

He was ruddy, a youth handsome to behold 

and making a splendid appearance. 

The LORD said, 

“There—anoint him, for this is the one!” 

Then Samuel, with the horn of oil in hand, 

anointed David in the presence of his brothers; 

and from that day on, the spirit of the LORD rushed upon David. 

Responsorial PsalmPS 23: 1-3A,  3B-4, 5,  6.  

R. (1)  The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

beside restful waters he leads me; 

he refreshes my soul. 

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

He guides me in right paths 

for his name’s sake. 

Even though I walk in the dark valley 

I fear no evil; for you are at my side 

With your rod and your staff 

that give me courage. 

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

You spread the table before me 

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/032220.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/1samuel/16:1
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in the sight of my foes; 

you anoint my head with oil; 

my cup overflows. 

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

Only goodness and kindness follow me 

all the days of my life; 

and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 

for years to come. 

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
Reading 2EPH 5:8-14  

Brothers and sisters: 

You were once darkness, 

but now you are light in the Lord. 

Live as children of light, 

for light produces every kind of goodness 

and righteousness and truth. 

Try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. 

Take no part in the fruitless works of darkness; 

rather expose them, for it is shameful even to mention 

the things done by them in secret; 

but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 

for everything that becomes visible is light. 

Therefore, it says: 

  

“Awake, O sleeper, 

and arise from the dead, 

and Christ will give you light.” 

Verse Before The GospelJN 8:12  

I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 

whoever follows me will have the light of life. 

GospelJN 9:1-41  

As Jesus passed by he saw a man blind from birth. 

His disciples asked him, 

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, 

that he was born blind?” 

Jesus answered, 

“Neither he nor his parents sinned; 

it is so that the works of God might be made visible through him. 

We have to do the works of the one who sent me while it is day. 

Night is coming when no one can work. 

While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 

When he had said this, he spat on the ground 

and made clay with the saliva, 

and smeared the clay on his eyes, 

and said to him, 

“Go wash in the Pool of Siloam” —which means Sent—. 

So he went and washed, and came back able to see. 

http://usccb.org/bible/ephesians/5:8
http://usccb.org/bible/john/8:12
http://usccb.org/bible/john/9:1


His neighbors and those who had seen him earlier as a beggar said, 

“Isn’t this the one who used to sit and beg?” 

Some said, “It is, “ 

but others said, “No, he just looks like him.” 

He said, “I am.” 

So they said to him, “How were your eyes opened?” 

He replied, 

“The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes 

and told me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ 

So I went there and washed and was able to see.” 

And they said to him, “Where is he?” 

  

He said, “I don’t know.” 

They brought the one who was once blind to the Pharisees. 

Now Jesus had made clay and opened his eyes on a sabbath. 

So then the Pharisees also asked him how he was able to see. 

He said to them, 

“He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and now I can see.” 

So some of the Pharisees said, 

“This man is not from God, 

because he does not keep the sabbath.” 

But others said, 

“How can a sinful man do such signs?” 

And there was a division among them. 

So they said to the blind man again, 

“What do you have to say about him, 

since he opened your eyes?” 

He said, “He is a prophet.” 

Now the Jews did not believe 

that he had been blind and gained his sight 

until they summoned the parents of the one who had gained his sight. 

They asked them, 

“Is this your son, who you say was born blind? 

How does he now see?” 

His parents answered and said, 

“We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. 

We do not know how he sees now, 

nor do we know who opened his eyes. 

Ask him, he is of age; 

he can speak for himself.” 

His parents said this because they were afraid 

of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed 

that if anyone acknowledged him as the Christ, 

he would be expelled from the synagogue. 

For this reason his parents said, 

“He is of age; question him.” 

So a second time they called the man who had been blind 

and said to him, “Give God the praise! 

We know that this man is a sinner.” 

He replied, 



“If he is a sinner, I do not know. 

One thing I do know is that I was blind and now I see.” 

So they said to him, 

“What did he do to you? 

How did he open your eyes?” 

He answered them, 

“I told you already and you did not listen. 

Why do you want to hear it again? 

  

Do you want to become his disciples, too?” 

They ridiculed him and said, 

“You are that man’s disciple; 

we are disciples of Moses! 

We know that God spoke to Moses, 

but we do not know where this one is from.” 

The man answered and said to them, 

“This is what is so amazing, 

that you do not know where he is from, yet he opened my eyes. 

We know that God does not listen to sinners, 

but if one is devout and does his will, he listens to him. 

It is unheard of that anyone ever opened the eyes of a person born blind. 

If this man were not from God, 

he would not be able to do anything.” 

They answered and said to him, 

“You were born totally in sin, 

and are you trying to teach us?” 

Then they threw him out. 

When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, 

he found him and said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 

He answered and said, 

“Who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 

Jesus said to him, 

“You have seen him, 

the one speaking with you is he.” 

He said, 

“I do believe, Lord,” and he worshiped him. 

Then Jesus said, 

“I came into this world for judgment, 

so that those who do not see might see, 

and those who do see might become blind.” 

Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this 

and said to him, “Surely we are not also blind, are we?” 

Jesus said to them, 

“If you were blind, you would have no sin; 

but now you are saying, ‘We see,’ so your sin remains. 

or 

Jn 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38 

  

As Jesus passed by he saw a man blind from birth. 

http://usccb.org/bible/john/9:1


He spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva, 

and smeared the clay on his eyes, 

and said to him, 

“Go wash in the Pool of Siloam” — which means Sent —. 

So he went and washed, and came back able to see. 

His neighbors and those who had seen him earlier as a beggar said, 

“Isn’t this the one who used to sit and beg?” 

Some said, “It is, “ 

but others said, “No, he just looks like him.” 

He said, “I am.” 

They brought the one who was once blind to the Pharisees. 

Now Jesus had made clay and opened his eyes on a sabbath. 

So then the Pharisees also asked him how he was able to see. 

He said to them, 

“He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and now I can see.” 

So some of the Pharisees said, 

“This man is not from God, 

because he does not keep the sabbath.” 

But others said, 

“How can a sinful man do such signs?” 

And there was a division among them. 

So they said to the blind man again, 

“What do you have to say about him, 

since he opened your eyes?” 

He said, “He is a prophet.” 

They answered and said to him, 

“You were born totally in sin, 

and are you trying to teach us?” 

Then they threw him out. 

When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, 

he found him and said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 

He answered and said, 

“Who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 

Jesus said to him, 

“You have seen him, and 

the one speaking with you is he.” 

He said, 

“I do believe, Lord,” and he worshiped him. 

 


