
“A voice came from the heavens, saying, ‘This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 

pleased.’”  Words from our Gospel today from the 3rd chapter of the Gospel according 

to St. Matthew – sisters and brothers, may the Lord give to you his peace and his joy. 

Our liturgical calendar is a little bizarre at this time of year, where our timeline of 

biblical events has skipped around a little bit in the readings over the past few weeks.  

After Jesus was born on Christmas day, we journeyed with the Holy Family as they 

fled to Egypt to escape Herod’s wrath.  But then we find ourselves all of a sudden 

back in Israel on the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God, where Mary and Joseph 

presented Jesus in the temple of Jerusalem.  Last week, we reversed the clock once 

more and returned to the manger scene of Bethlehem so that we could celebrate the 

feast of the Epiphany with the magi.  But now, all of a sudden, we skip ahead today to 

when: Jesus is all grown up, leaves the many Hidden Years of his time in Nazareth 

behind, and comes to the Jordan River to be baptized.   

And if the timeline of events wasn’t confusing enough, there is then the puzzling 

question of John the Baptist from our Gospel today: “I need to be baptized by you, 

and yet you are coming to me?”  That question has always stuck with me, and I too 

wondered why Jesus needed to be baptized - because John’s baptism was meant for 

the forgiveness of sins, and as we know, Jesus was sinless.  In some ways, I am still 

pondering these mysteries in my heart (like Mary I suppose), but I’m going to give it 

my best shot to try to help us understand what was going on here.   

Jesus’ response to John today is telling.  He says, “Allow it now, for thus it is fitting for 

us to fulfill all righteousness.”  Another way of thinking about righteousness is coming 

into right relationship, that everything about such a righteous relationship is good and 

virtuous, and that mutual harmony exists between the parties in question.  In other 

words, “allow it now, so that we can come into right relationship with God.  Removing 

the barriers of sinfulness is one way of coming into right relationship and that was 

what John the Baptist was about.  And while Jesus didn’t need forgiveness for any sins 

he had committed, as a human being like us he still needed to enter into and claim for 

himself the relationship with God that is rightly his.  And as Jesus is baptized, God 

indeed affirms this relationship, saying “this is my son.”  At Christmas Jesus was 

acclaimed by the lowly shepherds; at Epiphany he was acclaimed by the magi; today 

at his Baptism, Jesus is acclaimed by God himself as God declares of him, “this is my 

beloved son, with whom I am well pleased.”  And so righteousness is fulfill as Jesus 

claims his relationship with God and his status as God’s son is made known.   



Furthermore, it is no coincidence that in the moment Jesus is revealed as the Son of 

God, that he likewise begins his public ministry.  By coming to be baptized and by 

associating himself with the sort of renewal and the establishment of right 

relationship that John represents, he is consciously entering into God’s plan of 

salvation that has been unfolding throughout history: beginning with the covenants 

and thereafter promised through the prophets, culminating with the preparations of 

John the Baptist.  As the begotten Son of God, he came into the world for a reason; he 

has work to do.  Acts of the Apostles makes that clear: “You know what has happened 

all over Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism, how God anointed Jesus of 

Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power.  He went about doing good and healing all 

those oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.”  Through his baptism, Jesus not 

only claimed his status but he also claimed his destiny.  He was revealed as the Son of 

God who has come into the world as Savior and Lord, and as such is commissioned 

into ministry for our sake.  That is what is so pleasing to God.  As Jesus entered into 

God’s plan of salvation, he unlocked the fount of baptism for us all by which we fulfill 

all righteousness and come ourselves into right relationship with God once again.   

Thus, when we participate in the sacrament of Baptism, we ourselves are welcomed 

into God’s family.  Through Jesus’ baptism we too are called beloved sons and 

daughters by the Father.  We claim our status as God’s own.  By virtue of the fact that 

we are now established the relationship that God always intended to have with us 

from the beginning of time as his children, our sins are also forgiven, as a sort of 

consequence of this baptismal grace of being in right relationship with God.  And 

that’s a beautiful thing we celebrate today.  But as God’s children, we are also 

commissioned into the family business.  We have been put on this earth for a reason.  

What is your reason?  What does God have in store for you in this life?  What is your 

baptismal call all about?  What are you being sent to do as a child of God, that only 

you as a child of God can be about?  That is something each of us can only answer for 

ourselves, and as we strive to find and live out that answer, all righteousness will be 

fulfilled and everything else will fall into place... 

In place of the creed, today, on the feast of the Baptism of the Lord, I would like for us 

to renew once again the promises we made at our own baptism.  As we renounce sin 

and claim our status as sons and daughters of our heavenly Father, may we be 

strengthened in this relationship with God that is ours, so as to be about our 

respective baptismal call and fulfill all righteousness in our own lives.  



Readings: http://usccb.org/bible/readings/011220.cfm 

The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 

Lectionary: 21 
Reading 1IS 42:1-4, 6-7  

Thus says the LORD: 

Here is my servant whom I uphold, 

my chosen one with whom I am pleased, 

upon whom I have put my spirit; 

he shall bring forth justice to the nations, 

not crying out, not shouting, 

not making his voice heard in the street. 

a bruised reed he shall not break, 

and a smoldering wick he shall not quench, 

until he establishes justice on the earth; 

the coastlands will wait for his teaching. 

I, the LORD, have called you for the victory of justice, 

I have grasped you by the hand; 

I formed you, and set you 

as a covenant of the people, 

a light for the nations, 

to open the eyes of the blind, 

to bring out prisoners from confinement, 

and from the dungeon, those who live in darkness. 
Responsorial PsalmPS 29:1-2,  3-4, 3, 9-10  

R. (11b)  The Lord will bless his people with peace. 

Give to the LORD, you sons of God, 

give to the LORD glory and praise, 

Give to the LORD the glory due his name; 

adore the LORD in holy attire. 

R. The Lord will bless his people with peace. 

The voice of the LORD is over the waters, 

the LORD, over vast waters. 

The voice of the LORD is mighty; 

the voice of the LORD is majestic. 

R. The Lord will bless his people with peace. 

The God of glory thunders, 

and in his temple all say, “Glory!” 

The LORD is enthroned above the flood; 

the LORD is enthroned as king forever. 

R. The Lord will bless his people with peace. 
Reading 2 ACTS 10:34-38  

Peter proceeded to speak to those gathered 

in the house of Cornelius, saying: 

“In truth, I see that God shows no partiality. 

Rather, in every nation whoever fears him and acts uprightly 

is acceptable to him. 

You know the word that he sent to the Israelites 

as he proclaimed peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all, 

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/011220.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/42:1
http://www.usccb.org/bible/psalms/29:1
http://www.usccb.org/bible/acts/10:34


what has happened all over Judea, 

beginning in Galilee after the baptism 

that John preached, 

how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth 

with the Holy Spirit and power. 

He went about doing good 

and healing all those oppressed by the devil, 

for God was with him.” 
Alleluia MK 9:7  

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

The heavens were opened and the voice of the Father thundered: 

This is my beloved Son, listen to him. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

GospelMT 3:13-17  

Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan 

to be baptized by him. 

John tried to prevent him, saying, 

“I need to be baptized by you, 

and yet you are coming to me?” 

Jesus said to him in reply, 

“Allow it now, for thus it is fitting for us 

to fulfill all righteousness.” 

Then he allowed him. 

After Jesus was baptized, 

he came up from the water and behold, 

the heavens were opened for him, 

and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 

and coming upon him. 

And a voice came from the heavens, saying, 

“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 

 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/mark/9:7
http://www.usccb.org/bible/matthew/3:13

