
“You know what has happened - we are witnesses - they put Jesus to death by 
hanging him on a tree and God raised him on the third day.”  Words from our first 
reading this morning from the 10th chapter of the Acts of the Apostles – sisters and 
brothers, may the Lord give to you his peace and his joy. 
 
J.K. Rowling, author of the Harry Potter series, at one point was an unemployed and 
depressed single mother.  She spent countless nights in coffee shops scribbling out 
ideas for a new novel without getting anywhere.  As she looked back upon the 
failures of her life’s journey, she recalled, “Had I really succeeded at anything else, I 
might never have found the determination to succeed in the one area where I truly 
belonged and so rock bottom became a solid foundation on which I rebuilt my life.”  
 
In 1985, Steve Jobs was ousted from the company he started.  During his absence 
from Apple, Macintosh sales continued to struggle and was months away from 
bankruptcy as competitive products from Microsoft began crowding the personal 
computing space.  By 1997, however, Steve Jobs was back at Apple, turning the 
company’s focus to innovating great products.  By 2012, after inventing the iPod, 
the iPhone, and the iPad, Apple became one of the most valuable companies.     
 
Abraham Lincoln had to face defeat throughout his life.  A list of Lincoln’s failures: 
In 1832 Lincoln lost his job and was defeated for state legislature; in 1833 the 
business he started failed; in 1835 his personal love Anne Rutledge died; in 1836 he 
suffered from a nervous breakdown; in 1838 he was defeated in running for Illinois 
House Speaker; in 1843 and again in 1848, he was defeated in his nomination for 
Congress; in 1854 and again in 1958, he was defeated in his run for Senate; in 1856, 
he was defeated in his nomination for vice president.  Finally, in 1860 Lincoln was 
elected President.  He could have quit many times, but he didn’t, and became one 
of the greatest American presidents.  And as they say, the rest is history.i 
 
And just last week, Tiger Woods won his 15th golf title and his fifth masters, after a 
long road back from personal disgrace and injury and surgery to be victorious.  We 
love comeback stories.  They lift us up and are a testimony to the strength of the 
human spirit to overcome the likes of our failings, weaknesses, or any number of 
oppressive circumstances.  While the Buffalo Bills 32-point comeback victory over 
the Houston Oilers in the 1993 playoffs is dubbed ‘the greatest comeback of all 
time,’ today, we celebrate an even greater comeback story: how by God’s power, 
Jesus Christ came back to life, and so triumphed over the forces of sin and death.   



How do we react to such a victorious comeback – by exclaiming Alleluia!  If there’s 
one word that characterizes our Easter celebrations, it’s this.  This ‘Alleluia’ 
permeates the whole of our Easter celebration – it gives it its character, its mood.  
But just what does it mean, this ‘alleluia’ that expresses our celebration of Jesus’ 
resurrection from the dead?  It comes from a Hebrew word that means ‘praise the 
Lord’, but we leave it untranslated in favor of the sound that lies behind it, the 
sound of cheering.  This great cry of ‘alleluia’ is like the roar of a crowd at a hockey 
game when the game-winning goal is scored in overtime: it says something more 
basic and more immediate than any words or explanation that comes about in the 
post-match analysis.  Certainly, a reporter can explain all the significance of this 
play or that goal, but only a Sabres fan could have truly jumped out of their seats 
and cheered with a loud shout when that needed goal was scored.  Today, we 
celebrate the fact that Jesus has risen, we cry ‘alleluia’ because we are cheering the 
fact that he’s won.  He has proved stronger than death, that final, common enemy 
of us all; and so, in Christ, our “team” – the whole human race – has come back to 
win the most unlikely of victories.  As St. Peter says “You all know what has 
happened - we are witnesses - they put Jesus to death by hanging him on a tree 
and God raised him on the third day.”  We can spend the rest of the year thinking 
about all the implications this – of how exactly we relate to Jesus and his victory, of 
the power of God’s love to help us through anything, of the new life with God it 
promises.  Of course, the deeper our understanding, the more we will be able to 
appreciate the significance of the victory of the Resurrection that underlies all that 
we believe as Christians.  But today, we don’t get that far.  In fact, in our Gospel 
reading, we don’t even get to encounter the risen Jesus for a post-game interview.  
As when the red light behind the net signals that the puck has crossed the goal line 
so we know it’s time to stand up and cheer, so also the empty tomb and the folded 
burial cloths before us today are enough to prompt us to get up and celebrate the 
moment with a joyful shout of alleluia! 
 
The joy which our Easter alleluias express is the joy of believing, impelling us to 
share that belief and that joy with others, to join together in the experience as it 
were, with the cheering of the sell-out crowd that’s enjoyable be a part of.  So as 
we celebrate today Christ’s Resurrection, his comeback victory on behalf of all 
humanity, let us renew our joy with a cry that sums up the whole of our Christian 
message: Alleluia!ii   



Readings: http://usccb.org/bible/readings/042119.cfm  

Easter Sunday 

The Resurrection of the Lord  

Lectionary: 42 

The Mass of Easter Day 
Reading 1 ACTS 10:34A, 37-43   

Peter proceeded to speak and said: 

"You know what has happened all over Judea,  

beginning in Galilee after the baptism 

that John preached,  

how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth 

with the Holy Spirit and power. 

He went about doing good 

and healing all those oppressed by the devil,  

for God was with him. 

We are witnesses of all that he did 

both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. 

They put him to death by hanging him on a tree. 

This man God raised on the third day and granted that he be visible, 

not to all the people, but to us, 

the witnesses chosen by God in advance, 

who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 

He commissioned us to preach to the people 

and testify that he is the one appointed by God 

as judge of the living and the dead. 

To him all the prophets bear witness, 

that everyone who believes in him 

will receive forgiveness of sins through his name." 

Responsorial Psalm PS 118:1-2, 16-17,  22-23.  

R. (24) This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. 

or: 

R. Alleluia. 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 

for his mercy endures forever. 

Let the house of Israel say, 

“His mercy endures forever.” 

R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. 

or:  

R. Alleluia. 

“The right hand of the LORD has struck with power; 

the right hand of the LORD is exalted. 

I shall not die, but live, 

and declare the works of the LORD.” 

R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. 

or: 

R. Alleluia. 

The stone which the builders rejected 

has become the cornerstone. 

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/042119.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/acts/10:34
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/Psalms/118:1


By the LORD has this been done; 

it is wonderful in our eyes. 

R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. 

or: 

R. Alleluia. 

Reading 2 COL 3:1-4  

Brothers and sisters: 

If then you were raised with Christ, seek what is above,  

where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 

Think of what is above, not of what is on earth. 

For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 

When Christ your life appears, 

then you too will appear with him in glory. 

 

or I  COR 5:6B-8  

Brothers and sisters: 

Do you not know that a little yeast leavens all the dough? 

Clear out the old yeast, 

so that you may become a fresh batch of dough,  

inasmuch as you are unleavened. 

For our paschal lamb, Christ, has been sacrificed. 

Therefore, let us celebrate the feast,  

not with the old yeast, the yeast of malice and wickedness,  

but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 

 

 

Sequence victimae paschali laudes 

Christians, to the Paschal Victim 

    Offer your thankful praises! 

A Lamb the sheep redeems; 

    Christ, who only is sinless, 

    Reconciles sinners to the Father. 

Death and life have contended in that combat stupendous: 

    The Prince of life, who died, reigns immortal. 

Speak, Mary, declaring 

    What you saw, wayfaring. 

“The tomb of Christ, who is living, 

    The glory of Jesus’ resurrection; 

bright angels attesting, 

    The shroud and napkin resting. 

Yes, Christ my hope is arisen; 

    to Galilee he goes before you.” 

Christ indeed from death is risen, our new life obtaining. 

    Have mercy, victor King, ever reigning! 

    Amen. Alleluia. 

Alleluia CF. 1 COR 5:7B-8A 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Christ, our paschal lamb, has been sacrificed; 

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/Colossians/3:1
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/1Corinthians/5:6
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/1Corinthians/5:7


let us then feast with joy in the Lord. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Gospel JN 20:1-9  

On the first day of the week, 

Mary of Magdala came to the tomb early in the morning, 

while it was still dark,  

and saw the stone removed from the tomb. 

So she ran and went to Simon Peter  

and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and told them,  

“They have taken the Lord from the tomb,  

and we don’t know where they put him.” 

So Peter and the other disciple went out and came to the tomb. 

They both ran, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter  

and arrived at the tomb first;  

he bent down and saw the burial cloths there, but did not go in. 

When Simon Peter arrived after him,  

he went into the tomb and saw the burial cloths there,  

and the cloth that had covered his head,  

not with the burial cloths but rolled up in a separate place. 

Then the other disciple also went in,  

the one who had arrived at the tomb first,  

and he saw and believed. 

For they did not yet understand the Scripture  

that he had to rise from the dead. 

 

i Scott Steinberg, “5 Spectacular Examples of Turning Failure into Success,” 1/15/2017, Accessed on 4/17/2019, 

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/5-spectacular-examples-of_b_6477532 

ii Fr. Gregrory OP, “A Cry of Joy,” 4/20/2014, Accessed 4/17/2019, https://www.torch.op.org/torch/a-cry-of-joy 
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