
“Magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, “Where is the newborn king of 

the Jews?  We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him homage.”  Words 

form our Gospel today from the 2nd chapter of the Gospel of St. Matthew – sisters 

and brothers, may the Lord give to you his peace and his joy 

Now, what if it had been Three Wise Women instead of Three Wise Men?  I can 

only suppose that they would have: asked for directions, arrived on time, helped 

deliver the baby, cleaned the stable, made a casserole, and brought practical gifts!  

You should know that it’s not out of the realm of possibility that the magi were 

women or included women.  Over the years, many traditions developed around 

the magi’s visit to Bethlehem, one including a drummer boy, another made the 

magi out to be the three kings Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar.  And while 3 

symbolic gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh are referenced in our Gospel today, 

Matthew does not actually tell us how many magi there are, or what their names 

are, or whether or not they are kings.  Aside from being a group of astrologers 

traveling from the East, their description is rather vague and open-ended.   

If anything, this fluid characterization is representative of the open attitude St. 

Matthew wants his readers to have towards the Christmas and Epiphany events.  

The journey of the magi is meant to reflect something of our journey through life.  

With all the stories surrounding the magi, it’s easy to forget that the magi did not 

subscribe to a religious relationship with God nor did they know the teachings of 

the prophets, but they were open to being led and they allowed something new to 

happen to them.  Just as the magi sought after wisdom and understanding, and 

discerned how to best follow their intuitions and dreams, and desired to stand 

humbly in the presence of God, so should we aspire to these things.  This is in stark 

contrast to the narrow-minded Jewish leaders whom the magi encounter while 

following the star.  While the Jewish leaders indeed had faith, they weren’t the 

least bit interested in God’s movement in the world.  Perhaps, they were 

knowledgeable about the prophecies, but they didn’t go on a pilgrimage to pay 

homage to the son of God.  In fact, King Herod and his courtiers were rather hostile 

towards the newborn king, secretly plotting against Jesus.   

 

 



Again, I don’t think it’s an accident that St. Matthew left their description vague.  

When he claims that the magi come from the East that could mean any number of 

places.  When Matthew doesn’t describe who the magi are or how many there are, 

it gives us permission to put ourselves in the magi’s shoes.  Because the point of 

the story isn’t so much who we are or where we come from, but that Christ has 

come for all.  And so, we are to find ourselves among those open to the movement 

of God and like the magi go out to meet him face to face.  As such, the Church 

itself, comprised of people of every time and place, is prefigured by the magi. 

This diversity among God’s people is furthermore testified to by St. Paul who in the 

second reading declares non-Jews or Gentiles to be co-heirs to the promises of the 

Jewish faith and therefore copartners in the mission of the Church, belonging to 

the same Body of Christ.  It didn’t matter if you were Gentile or Jew, servant or 

free, woman or man – all could come to follow Christ.  Author James Joyce used 

this phrase to characterize the Catholic Church: “Here comes everybody.”  Here 

comes the people from Mexico with Our Lady of Guadalupe and the South 

Americans with their Day of the Dead traditions, here come the Irish with their 

Celtic Crosses, here come the Africans with their 3-hour long liturgies, here come 

the Indians with Mother Teresa and their poverty, the Filipinos with their great 

piety, the Europeans with their history of Christendom, here come the magi from 

the East; here comes everybody. 

For my Christmas homily, I preached on the fact that there was no room in the inn 

of Bethlehem for the Holy Family, and as long as there continues to be a lack of 

hospitality in our world, Jesus will continue to come among us as a stranger in the 

manger.  Today’s feast of the Epiphany once again signals to us that Christ has 

come for everybody, if only we would be open enough to receive him.  Just as it 

was then, it is still hard to come together without fear or tension today.  And like 

King Herod, there are forces out there sowing hostility instead of hospitality.  

Practically speaking, I don’t know how to erase the long history of division that yet 

pervades our world.  But I do know that Jesus makes room for everyone who seeks 

him; there is a space for you here, and if there’s not then it’s up to us to make 

room.  That is the essence of what the magi represent for us today, because 

through the faceless magi, the faces of every human being can journey together to 

meet their Savior and Lord.  



Let us take our inspiration from 

Readings: http://usccb.org/bible/readings/010520.cfm 

The Epiphany of the Lord 

Reading 1IS 60:1-6  

Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem!  Your light has come, 

the glory of the Lord shines upon you. 

See, darkness covers the earth, 

and thick clouds cover the peoples; 

but upon you the LORD shines, 

and over you appears his glory. 

Nations shall walk by your light, 

and kings by your shining radiance. 

Raise your eyes and look about; 

they all gather and come to you: 

your sons come from afar, 

and your daughters in the arms of their nurses. 

Then you shall be radiant at what you see, 

your heart shall throb and overflow, 

for the riches of the sea shall be emptied out before you, 

the wealth of nations shall be brought to you. 

Caravans of camels shall fill you, 

dromedaries from Midian and Ephah; 

all from Sheba shall come bearing gold and frankincense, 

and proclaiming the praises of the LORD. 

Responsorial PsalmPS 72:1-2,  7-8,  10-11,  12-13.  

R. (cf. 11)  Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 

O God, with your judgment endow the king, 

and with your justice, the king’s son; 

He shall govern your people with justice 

and your afflicted ones with judgment. 

R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 

Justice shall flower in his days, 

and profound peace, till the moon be no more. 

May he rule from sea to sea, 

and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 

The kings of Tarshish and the Isles shall offer gifts; 

the kings of Arabia and Seba shall bring tribute. 

All kings shall pay him homage, 

all nations shall serve him. 

R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 

For he shall rescue the poor when he cries out, 

and the afflicted when he has no one to help him. 

He shall have pity for the lowly and the poor; 

the lives of the poor he shall save. 

R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 

Reading 2EPH 3:2-3A,  5-6  

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/010520.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/60:1
http://www.usccb.org/bible/psalms/72:1
http://www.usccb.org/bible/ephesians/3:2


Brothers and sisters: 

You have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace 

that was given to me for your benefit, 

namely, that the mystery was made known to me by revelation. 

It was not made known to people in other generations 

as it has now been revealed 

to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 

that the Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same body, 

and copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
GospelMT 2:1-12  

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 

in the days of King Herod, 

behold, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, 

“Where is the newborn king of the Jews? 

We saw his star at its rising 

and have come to do him homage.” 

When King Herod heard this, 

he was greatly troubled, 

and all Jerusalem with him. 

Assembling all the chief priests and the scribes of the people, 

He inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 

They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, 

for thus it has been written through the prophet: 

And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, 

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

since from you shall come a ruler, 

who is to shepherd my people Israel.” 

Then Herod called the magi secretly 

and ascertained from them the time of the star’s appearance. 

He sent them to Bethlehem and said, 

“Go and search diligently for the child. 

When you have found him, bring me word, 

that I too may go and do him homage.” 

After their audience with the king they set out. 

And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising preceded them, 

until it came and stopped over the place where the child was. 

They were overjoyed at seeing the star, 

and on entering the house 

they saw the child with Mary his mother. 

They prostrated themselves and did him homage. 

Then they opened their treasures 

and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 

they departed for their country by another way. 

 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/matthew/2:1

