
Above him there was an inscription that read, "This is the King of the Jews."  Words 

from the 23rd chapter of the Gospel according to St. Luke – sisters and brothers, may the 

Lord give to you his peace and his joy. 

Despite the capacity of art, poetry, and music to lend great expression to the profound 

realities of life, there is always still a deeper mystery which remains uncommunicated.  

We want to talk about love and life and who we are and what we dream of becoming, 

but we have trouble capturing all these things in their unlimited totality because of the 

limits of our humanity and the mediums of communication that are available to us.  

That hasn’t stopped people from trying to express themselves, however: famous artist 

Frida Kahlo created 55 self-portraits; Rembrandt crafted over 40 paintings, 31 etchings, 

and 7 drawings of himself; Vincent Van Gogh did over 30 self-portraits in a 3-year 

period.  All of them would tell you that a single portrait simply fails to do justice to the 

boundless mystery and image of God that is reflected within the lives of us all.  Similarly, 

the readings for today’s feast of Christ the King attempt to capture the understanding of 

who Jesus is by creating a collage of images and portraits.  Each image in some way 

significantly reinterprets the concept of king, invests it with new meaning, and takes us 

deeper.  Gathered together they create a kind of litany that extols the kingship of Christ. 

The image of Shepherd and Commander from our first reading calls to mind the loving 

concern of Christ for those who place themselves under his care, who recognize his 

voice and follow him wherever he goes.  Those responsible for the well-being of their 

people were often characterized as shepherds, representing a leader who is for and with 

the people and not removed from them.  According to this metaphor, the kingly rule of 

Christ is characterized by tenderness, not by authoritarian power.   

The image of the King of Israel is, in the reading from 2nd Samuel, a sign of universal rule.  

David was of the tribe of Judah and had been called to rule over the other tribes.  At this 

point, David is being asked to extend his rule over people who were not his own.  So it is 

with the Christ’s reign.  God’s Kingship extends to people of all times and places. 

The image of the invisible God from Colossians acclaims the divine origin of Jesus as the 

word made flesh.  This image is extended by acclaiming Christ as the firstborn of all 

creation and the source of all created things, thus acknowledging both the sovereignty 

of Christ furthermore over all of creation besides and his importance as the model after 

which all things were fashioned.  In other words, creation mirrors the image of Christ 

the King.  This is but another reason for us to cherish creation and be good stewards of 

this earth.  



The portrait of Christ as head of the body, the Church, underscores the intimacy and 

interrelationship that exist between Christ and all those who are joined to him through 

faith and baptism.  Just as a body needs a head, so a head needs a body.  This image 

challenges any idea of a distant and disinterested ruler. 

The portrayal of Jesus as the firstborn of the dead not only acclaims his resurrection, but 

also guarantees the resurrection of those who will follow him into death.  Christ is the 

kind of king who shares all of his privileges with others.   

Crucified King is clearly the image that reinterprets all other images.  It strips from the 

notion of king all honor and glory that flow merely from pride of office rather than from 

the exercise of dedicated leadership.  For the sake of his sheep Jesus willingly endured 

humiliation and death.  Nailed to the cross, his outstretched arms embraced women and 

men from every corner of the world.  In his own body the created world was beaten 

down, only to rise again in glory.  As head of the Church he became a victim so those 

who constitute his body could be spared many of the horrors he willingly endured.  

Finally, having conquered death by dying himself, he entrusts to all people the power of 

the resurrection.   

It’s ironic that in the Gospel today, the crucified Jesus is ridiculed by the rulers of Jewish 

people, the roman soldiers, and criminals hanging there for being who he really is, Christ 

the King.  The idea is that if he were the Christ, if he was truly King, he wouldn’t find 

himself in such a position.  But these images from Scripture reveal that he is a different 

kind of messiah, whose kingdom is utterly beyond our world’s comprehension.   

As we contemplate the mystery of Christ and celebrate his Kingship under these many 

portraits today, let us finally consider the example of St. Dismas, the good thief, who 

hung on the cross next to Jesus.  As he called out, “Jesus, remember me when you come 

into your kingdom,” he gave us an example for seeing Christ the King in a deeper way 

because he saw Jesus with the eyes of faith.  Indeed, in the last words of the Gospel, 

words with which the entire Liturgical Year is brought to completion, Jesus opens the 

gates of his kingdom to all those who profess faith in him truly as Christ the King, 

promising: “Today you will be with me in Paradise.”   

  



Readings: http://usccb.org/bible/readings/112419.cfm 

The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

Lectionary: 162 
Reading 12 SM 5:1-3  

In those days, all the tribes of Israel came to David in Hebron and said: 

"Here we are, your bone and your flesh. 

In days past, when Saul was our king, 

it was you who led the Israelites out and brought them back. 

And the LORD said to you, 

'You shall shepherd my people Israel 

and shall be commander of Israel.'" 

When all the elders of Israel came to David in Hebron, 

King David made an agreement with them there before the LORD, 

and they anointed him king of Israel. 
Responsorial PsalmPS 122:1-2,  3-4,  4-5  

R. (cf. 1) Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

I rejoiced because they said to me, 

"We will go up to the house of the LORD." 

And now we have set foot 

within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

Jerusalem, built as a city 

with compact unity. 

To it the tribes go up, 

the tribes of the LORD. 

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

According to the decree for Israel, 

to give thanks to the name of the LORD. 

In it are set up judgment seats, 

seats for the house of David. 

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 
Reading 2COL 1:12-20  

Brothers and sisters: 

Let us give thanks to the Father, 

who has made you fit to share 

in the inheritance of the holy ones in light. 

He delivered us from the power of darkness 

and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 

in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

 

He is the image of the invisible God, 

the firstborn of all creation. 

For in him were created all things in heaven and on earth, 

the visible and the invisible, 

whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers; 

all things were created through him and for him. 

He is before all things, 

and in him all things hold together. 

He is the head of the body, the church. 

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/112419.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/2Samuel/5:1
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/Psalms/122:1
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/Colossians/1:12


He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, 

that in all things he himself might be preeminent. 

For in him all the fullness was pleased to dwell, 

and through him to reconcile all things for him, 

making peace by the blood of his cross 

through him, whether those on earth or those in heaven. 

 
AlleluiaMK 11:9, 10  

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Blessed is the kingdom of our father David that is to come! 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
GospelLK 23:35-43  

The rulers sneered at Jesus and said, 

"He saved others, let him save himself 

if he is the chosen one, the Christ of God." 

Even the soldiers jeered at him. 

As they approached to offer him wine they called out, 

"If you are King of the Jews, save yourself." 

Above him there was an inscription that read, 

"This is the King of the Jews." 

 

Now one of the criminals hanging there reviled Jesus, saying, 

"Are you not the Christ? 

Save yourself and us." 

The other, however, rebuking him, said in reply, 

"Have you no fear of God, 

for you are subject to the same condemnation? 

And indeed, we have been condemned justly, 

for the sentence we received corresponds to our crimes, 

but this man has done nothing criminal." 

Then he said, 

"Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." 

He replied to him, 

"Amen, I say to you, 

today you will be with me in Paradise." 

 

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/mark/11:9
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/luke/23:35

