
Today we celebrate with our country, all those who have given their life in its service.  These 

last years here at Queen of Heaven, it has also been a tradition to remember the brother 

Knights of Saint John as well as their widows who have died over the past year.  Although 

some of our traditions as a country, as a Church, as a commandery, as a family are different 

this year by necessity, and understandably so, the act of remembering, of commemorating, of 

memorializing our loved ones on this Memorial Day remains as important as ever.    

But I should like to make it clear that our memorials are not simply the same as a memory in 

which we call to mind the past or hold onto what our deceased loved ones accomplished in 

the course of history.  It is much more than that.  Firstly, what is commemorated is indeed 

important.  Who is this person, what did they stand for, what was important enough for them 

to give their life?  As we memorialize them, it inspires us to imitate them, to follow in their 

footsteps, and to enshrine these same values in our lives.  And as we reflect on these past 

things, we then come to recognize furthermore how our loved ones continue to affect the 

present and the future.  I begin to see what they made possible: how I was raised, the 

freedoms I get to enjoy, the family vocation and life I aspired to, the life my kids now have… in 

no small part thanks to them.  Indeed, what they did in service for us then continuously takes 

on greater meaning in light of what has been affected.  History doesn’t change but it is 

evolving and transformative nonetheless.  The act of commemoration moves us from a linear 

timeline to something timeless.  Timeless treasures are meant to be shared with one another.  

Indeed, whenever we remember collectively, you might say that we are re-membered.  We 

are brought together, joined together in solidarity with each other as we remember the same 

thing…  [DRAWING HERE]  It’s important to remember, to commemorate, and to memorialize. 

The full meaning of memorial is most apparent to us in the Eucharist, which Jesus commands 

us to celebrate in memory of him.  As we celebrate this memorial, we are drawn into the 

ultimate sacrifice of love by which Jesus has conquered the world, with all its trappings of sin 

and death. By commemorating the Paschal Mystery of Christ, we recognize the transformation 

that God has enacted, and are strengthened to carry on this same mission today and into the 

future.  By remembering through, with and in Christ who is alive and risen, we ourselves are 

re-membered: brought together in communion with God and each other.  You could say that it 

is God who re-members us in himself.  It is the ultimate memorial.  In these times, it has been 

difficult to reckon our moral obligation for the welfare of others while also recognizing the 

supreme value in memorializing Jesus through the Sacraments.  Understanding just how 

involved and vital memorializing is makes our time away from the Sacraments that much more 

difficult to bear.  I am sorry that our celebrations are different these days.  And yet, and yet 

the opportunity for us to memorialize remains available to us with all its power.  On this 

Memorial Day as we come to participate in our own ways in this Memorial Mass, Jesus 

promises us and all our loved ones who have gone before us that we can find peace in J who 

has said: ‘Take courage, do not be afraid little flock, for I have conquered the world!’  



Readings: http://usccb.org/bible/readings/052520.cfm 

Monday of the Seventh Week of Easter 

Lectionary: 297 
Reading 1ACTS 19:1-8  

While Apollos was in Corinth, 

Paul traveled through the interior of the country 

and down to Ephesus where he found some disciples. 

He said to them, 

“Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” 

They answered him, 

“We have never even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 

He said, “How were you baptized?” 

They replied, “With the baptism of John.” 

Paul then said, “John baptized with a baptism of repentance, 

telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, 

that is, in Jesus.” 

When they heard this, 

they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

And when Paul laid his hands on them, 

the Holy Spirit came upon them, 

and they spoke in tongues and prophesied. 

Altogether there were about twelve men. 

He entered the synagogue, and for three months debated boldly 

with persuasive arguments about the Kingdom of God. 

Responsorial Psalm68:2-3AB, 4-5ACD, 6-7AB  

R.    (33a)  Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth. 

or: 

R.    Alleluia. 

God arises; his enemies are scattered, 

and those who hate him flee before him. 

As smoke is driven away, so are they driven; 

as wax melts before the fire. 

R.    Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth. 

or: 

R.    Alleluia. 

But the just rejoice and exult before God; 

they are glad and rejoice. 

Sing to God, chant praise to his name; 

whose name is the LORD. 

R.    Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth. 

or: 

R.    Alleluia. 

The father of orphans and the defender of widows 

is God in his holy dwelling. 

God gives a home to the forsaken; 

he leads forth prisoners to prosperity. 

R.    Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth. 

or: 

R.    Alleluia. 

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/052520.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/acts/19:1
http://usccb.org/bible/psalms/68:2


AlleluiaCOL 3:1  

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

If then you were raised with Christ, 

seek what is above, 

where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
GospelJN 16:29-33  

The disciples said to Jesus, 

“Now you are talking plainly, and not in any figure of speech. 

Now we realize that you know everything 

and that you do not need to have anyone question you. 

Because of this we believe that you came from God.” 

Jesus answered them, “Do you believe now? 

Behold, the hour is coming and has arrived 

when each of you will be scattered to his own home 

and you will leave me alone. 

But I am not alone, because the Father is with me. 

I have told you this so that you might have peace in me. 

In the world you will have trouble, 

but take courage, I have conquered the world.” 

 

http://usccb.org/bible/colossians/3:1
http://usccb.org/bible/john/16:29

