
Peter got out of the boat and began to walk on the water toward Jesus.  But when he 

saw how strong the wind was he became frightened; and, beginning to sink, he cried 

out, “Lord, save me!”  Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand and caught Peter…”  

Words from our Gospel today from the 14th chapter of the Gospel according to St. 

Matthew – sisters and brothers, may the Lord give to you his peace and his joy.   

A woman named Erin was sitting on her roof during a flood and the water was up to her 

feet.  Before long, a fellow in a canoe paddled past, and shouted, “Can I give you a lift?”  

“No thanks,” said Erin, “I have faith in the Lord and he will save me.”  A short while later 

a rowboat came by and she declined their offer as well declaring her faith in the Lord.  

Later a helicopter flew by: “grab the rope and I’ll pull you up,” yelled the pilot.  “No 

thanks,” was again the reply, “I have faith in the Lord and he will save me.”  By now, the 

water had overtaken the house, and the exhausted Erin could no longer tread water, 

and she drowned.  As she arrived at the pearly gates she complained about the turn of 

events: “Lord, I had such faith in you that you would save me from drowning.  What 

happened?”  God replied, “Well, I did send you two boats and a helicopter.”  

A shout out to Josh who just turned 21 years old today.  This morning, to celebrate, he 

went out on the lake with his good friend Jake.  You see, at all the family gatherings Josh 

kept hearing stories that his father, his grandfather, and even his great-grandfather all 

had ‘walked on water’ on their 21st birthday.  So Josh figured this morning it was his turn 

to try, but as he went out into the middle of the lake and stepped out of the boat, he 

nearly drown.  Now, Grandma caught wind of what Josh was up to and was watching all 

of this take place from her porch.  She told him when he returned that his father and 

grandfather and great-grandfather were all born in February and so they went out on 

the water… the lake was frozen.  Alternatively, grandma could have said, “Your father 

and grandfather and great grandfather knew where all the rocks were.” 

So, Peter got out of the boat and after taking a few steps on the water he began to sink 

into the Sea of Galilee.  “Lord save me,” Peter cried.  Jesus asked, “What seems to be 

your trouble?”  “Help!  I can’t swim.”  “Well, son, now is your chance to learn…”   

It’s good that we can laugh a little and not take ourselves too seriously.  I understand 

that there are great tempests, great storms happening in our lives.  There’s a lot on our 

hearts and minds which weighs on us certainly: pandemic, civil unrest and many grave 

injustices, the church scandal, not to mention our own personal problems and family 

strife.  These are serious things, deserving a serious response.  I think we have, I hope 

we have responded appropriately.  But if we focus too much on the storms, soon that is 

all that we will be able to see, and we will begin to drown in fear and despair.   



Let’s say for example there is a marriage relationship that is turning sour.  Initially, the 

wife is a little upset that her husband seems to be ignoring her.  Maybe that’s true.  

Maybe not as much as she thinks.  In any event, he’s watching the football game on 

Sunday as he usually does but this is seen as the husband once again shutting her out.  

Then he makes plans to go out with his friends.  All of a sudden, she hates his friends for 

stealing him away.  She becomes jealous.  More and more she questions his motives, his 

actions.  Can she trust him?  The resentment builds.  Eventually, she shuts him out of 

her life in turn because everything about him and what he does only makes her mad.  

Stuff like this happens all the time.  There is the warning by the philosopher Frederick 

Nietzsche: “one should be careful when fighting monsters that he does not thereby 

become a monster himself.  For when one stares into the abyss, it also stares back at 

you.”  After long contemplating his ignorance, she became the very monster she was 

fighting.  You know there was probably more to their relationship than willful ignorance, 

but once that storm took center stage, there was nothing else to hold onto, they could 

no longer see the goodness or love they once had together.   

If we begin focus too much on the storms, soon that is all that we will be able to see, 

and we will drown.  Peter was doing fine until he took his eyes off of Christ and only saw 

how strong the wind was.  The storms in our lives are frightening but we can’t give them 

sole control of our lives.  We can’t take them too seriously.  It’s easy to gravitate to the 

darkness.  We need to be intentional therefore about seeking out and finding the light.  

There is more to life than storms.  We need to remind ourselves of this often.  Before 

Jesus himself walked on water, he went off to be alone and to pray.  Like Elijah, who 

listened to the whispering voice of God amidst his troubles, Jesus needed to keep his 

focus and remain connected with his heavenly Father if he was to fight the storms that 

were brewing.  If Jesus needed to pray, how much more do we!  Prayer builds faith and 

reduces fear by increasing our trust in God.  The more we pray, the less we fear.  I 

promise you, God wants to see us through the storms and he comes to us on the sea 

that we can get to farther shores.  Peter is an example of an imperfect faith, and yet is 

an example for us to follow.  When he was sinking, he put his trust in the Lord and called 

out to him for rescue.  Jesus still reaches out to us, whenever we call upon him.   

OK, last one…  Little Jimmy began falling out of a tree, and remembering the Bible verse 

of the day he cried out, “Lord save me.”  There was a tense pause, and then Jimmy said, 

“Never mind, Lord.  Sorry to have troubled you.  My pants caught on a branch, so we’re 

good – thanks anyway.”  Maybe God is looking out for us after all.  
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Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Lectionary: 115 

Reading 1 

1 KGS 19:9A, 11-13A 

At the mountain of God, Horeb, 

Elijah came to a cave where he took shelter.  

Then the LORD said to him, 

“Go outside and stand on the mountain before the LORD; 

the LORD will be passing by.”  

A strong and heavy wind was rending the mountains 

and crushing rocks before the LORD— 

but the LORD was not in the wind.  

After the wind there was an earthquake— 

but the LORD was not in the earthquake.  

After the earthquake there was fire— 

but the LORD was not in the fire.  

After the fire there was a tiny whispering sound.  

When he heard this, 

Elijah hid his face in his cloak 

and went and stood at the entrance of the cave. 

Responsorial Psalm 

PS 85:9, 10, 11-12, 13-14 

R. (8) Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation. 

I will hear what God proclaims; 

the LORD — for he proclaims peace. 

Near indeed is his salvation to those who fear him, 

glory dwelling in our land. 

R. Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation. 

Kindness and truth shall meet; 

justice and peace shall kiss. 

Truth shall spring out of the earth, 

and justice shall look down from heaven. 

R. Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation. 

The LORD himself will give his benefits; 

our land shall yield its increase. 

Justice shall walk before him, 

and prepare the way of his steps. 

R. Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation. 

Reading 2 
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ROM 9:1-5 

Brothers and sisters: 

I speak the truth in Christ, I do not lie; 

my conscience joins with the Holy Spirit in bearing me witness 

that I have great sorrow and constant anguish in my heart.  

For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ 

for the sake of my own people, 

my kindred according to the flesh.  

They are Israelites; 

theirs the adoption, the glory, the covenants, 

the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; 

theirs the patriarchs, and from them, 

according to the flesh, is the Christ, 

who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen. 

Alleluia 

PS 130:5 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

I wait for the Lord; 

my soul waits for his word. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Gospel 

MT 14:22-33 

After he had fed the people, Jesus made the disciples get into a boat 

and precede him to the other side, 

while he dismissed the crowds.  

After doing so, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray.  

When it was evening he was there alone.  

Meanwhile the boat, already a few miles offshore, 

was being tossed about by the waves, for the wind was against it.  

During the fourth watch of the night, 

he came toward them walking on the sea.  

When the disciples saw him walking on the sea they were terrified.  

“It is a ghost,” they said, and they cried out in fear.  

At once Jesus spoke to them, “Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.”  

Peter said to him in reply, 

“Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.”  

He said, “Come.”  

Peter got out of the boat and began to walk on the water toward Jesus.  

But when he saw how strong the wind was he became frightened; 

and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!”  
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Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand and caught Peter, 

and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?”  

After they got into the boat, the wind died down.  

Those who were in the boat did him homage, saying, 

“Truly, you are the Son of God.” 
 


