
Jesus said to them, “Peace be with you.”  When he had said this, he showed them his hands and 

his side, and when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 

Spirit.  Whose sins you forgive are forgiven.”  Words from our Gospel today from the 20th chapter 

of the Gospel according to St. John – sisters and brothers, may the Lord give to you his peace and 

his joy. 

Today, of course, we celebrate the great feast of Pentecost, in which the disciples received the 

fullness of the Holy Spirit, and in which the Church was born to herald Christ’s enduring presence 

and mission to the world.  In some respects you could say, happy birthday to us!  Our readings 

today recall for us some of the backstory surrounding this feast, but if we listened closely to the 

Scriptures that were proclaimed for us, we would notice that there are vastly differing accounts of 

the Pentecost event.  The account we hear in the Gospel from John, occurs right after the 

resurrection.  With the crucifixion of the Lord fresh in their minds, the disciples are huddled 

together behind locked doors in fear.  Thomas is not with them in the Upper Room, and Judas has 

gone off and hung himself in remorse for his betrayal.  This encounter is the first time that Jesus 

has appeared to his disciples, and after showing them his hands and side to prove his triumph 

over the grave, and wishing them peace in the midst of their anxiety, Jesus goes on to give them 

the gift of the Holy Spirit and commission them in the work of forgiveness.  On the other hand, we 

have Luke’s account in the Acts of the Apostles from our first reading.  In this instance, some time 

has now passed since the events of Jesus’ Resurrection, the disciples have encountered the risen 

Lord on numerous occasions, and Jesus has since ascended into heaven.  Thomas was with the 

group, St. Matthias was chosen as a successor of Judas to the office of Apostle, and the 

community of disciples were gathered together in celebration not fear.  Indeed, they were 

gathered in gathered in Jerusalem with their fellow Jews throughout the world to celebrate 

together the Jewish feast of Pentecost, in which the Covenant of Sinai was commemorated, and 

which worshippers brought the initial harvests from their fields to be offered at the temple in 

thanksgiving for their relationship with God.  Why these differences between the accounts?  It’s 

important to remember that – although they certainly draw from history – St. John and St. Luke 

are not describing Pentecost to us as historians, but rather as theologians.  So the real question 

we have to ask ourselves then is, “what is it exactly that John and Luke are trying to tell us about 

the feast of Pentecost?”   

First to St. John.  If you were wondering why the doors of the Upper Room were locked, it’s 

because Mary Magdalene had just encountered Jesus in the garden and returned to the disciples 

saying, I’ve got some good news and some bad news.  The good news is that Jesus is alive; the bad 

news is that he wants to talk to you guys about abandoning him last Friday.  OK - bad joke Fr. 

Luke.  But some of this is true.  There was guilt on the part of the disciples in having abandoned 

and denied Jesus.  There was a lot of fear in that they might be crucified next.  There was 

uncertainty as to what they were supposed to do now.  And then Jesus comes and shows them 

the nail marks in his hands and feet and shows them his pierced side.  In no way does Jesus hide 

these grim realities or shy away from the pain and hurts that have been caused.  But in the face of 



difficulty, even the greatest of difficulties, Jesus comes with the message of peace, and I think 

that’s the key to understanding John’s account of Pentecost, because the Holy Spirit is given for 

the forgiveness of sins.  That is what the apostles are commissioned to do.  We know ourselves, 

that we haven’t been perfect either, that we are also carrying great burdens, and many of us are 

being tested beyond our limits.  Someone mentioned the other day, “It’s been such a joy these 

past 3 months.  My wife and I caught up on all the things I’ve done wrong these past 30 years.”  

OK – another bad joke Fr. Luke.  Indeed, in one form or another peace has been taken from us, 

but amid our own guilt and fear and anguish, the only way we are going to find peace once again 

is by forgiving each other.  Locked doors won’t solve any problems.  You want peace: forgive one 

another, show your nail marks without resentment.  That could be a powerful Pentecost moment 

in your own life, where Spirit of God sows peace in your hearts and works through the Church and 

each of us to fulfill the saving mission of Christ.  Peace… is something the world cannot give.  The 

peace of Jesus… that’s a supernatural gift of the Holy Spirit.  Whose sins you forgive are forgiven… 

What about St. Luke’s account in the Acts of the Apostles?  Already I mentioned that the disciples 

were celebrating the Jewish feast of Pentecost, commemorating the covenant God made with the 

people of Israel and the giving of the Law on Mt. Sinai.  St. Luke goes to great lengths to show how 

this new Pentecost moment, this coming of God’s Spirit is much like that monumental event in 

Israel’s history.  As at Sinai, there is a resounding noise signifying a revelation of God.  As at Sinai, 

there are tongues of fire present, which likewise became understood in the language familiar to 

the audience.  And just as at Sinai, the Israelites were established as God’s own people to 

demonstrate God’s wisdom and might to the world through the keeping of God’s Law, so now has 

Holy Spirit gathered all the world together in Jerusalem, the Holy City of the Jews, to proclaim the 

mighty deeds of God by keeping this new and everlasting covenant established in Christ Jesus.  As 

God’s people participate in the feast of Pentecost, they are renewed themselves in the special 

relationship they have with God and are joined in the work of transformation that God has brought 

about.  So too it is with us; the Holy Spirit transforms our lives and leads us ever deeper into life of 

Jesus himself.  The traditional way of celebrating Pentecost meant offering God the first fruits of 

one’s harvest in thanksgiving for all that God has brought about in their lives.  Well, in some ways, 

the Pentecost St. Luke describes was again a harvesting of first fruits for God on behalf of the 

Church, in which 5,000 people in the crowd who rushed to see what was happening to the disciples 

were thereafter converted and baptized.  As such, they were initiated into Jesus’ own self-

sacrificial offering by which salvation comes to the world and the Father is given glory, thanks, and 

praise.  In that these Christians were the first fruits means that there is more fruit to come!  2000 

years later, halfway across the world, our parish alone has initiated way more than 5,000 members 

into the faith, and has produced many other fruits besides.  It’s been an honor to be a part of 

harvesting those fruits with you, and though we may be at something of a standstill right now, I 

believe a greater harvest is still to come.  Pentecost is just the beginning!  So following the lead of 

Luke and John on this feast of Pentecost today, let us appreciate the transformation God’s Spirit 

has produced among us, let us give God our own thanks and praise by joining ourselves in Jesus’ 

mission, and invite the Holy Spirit to bring peace into our lives by forgiving one another.    



 

Readings: http://cms.usccb.org/bible/readings/053120-day.cfm 

Mass during the Day 

Lectionary: 63 
Reading 1ACTS 2:1-11  

When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled, 

they were all in one place together. 

And suddenly there came from the sky 

a noise like a strong driving wind, 

and it filled the entire house in which they were. 

Then there appeared to them tongues as of fire, 

which parted and came to rest on each one of them. 

And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 

and began to speak in different tongues, 

as the Spirit enabled them to proclaim. 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven staying in Jerusalem. 

At this sound, they gathered in a large crowd, 

but they were confused 

because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 

They were astounded, and in amazement they asked, 

“Are not all these people who are speaking Galileans? 

Then how does each of us hear them in his native language? 

We are Parthians, Medes, and Elamites, 

inhabitants of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 

Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, 

Egypt and the districts of Libya near Cyrene, 

as well as travelers from Rome, 

both Jews and converts to Judaism, Cretans and Arabs, 

yet we hear them speaking in our own tongues 

of the mighty acts of God.” 

Responsorial PsalmPS 104:1,  24,  29-30, 31,  34  

R. (cf. 30) Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth. 

or: 

R. Alleluia. 

Bless the LORD, O my soul! 

O LORD, my God, you are great indeed! 

How manifold are your works, O Lord! 

the earth is full of your creatures; 

R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth. 

or: 

R. Alleluia. 

May the glory of the LORD endure forever; 

may the LORD be glad in his works! 

Pleasing to him be my theme; 

I will be glad in the LORD. 

R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth. 

or: 

R. Alleluia. 

http://cms.usccb.org/bible/readings/053120-day.cfm
http://cms.usccb.org/bible/acts/2:1
http://cms.usccb.org/bible/psalms/104:1


If you take away their breath, they perish 

and return to their dust. 

When you send forth your spirit, they are created, 

and you renew the face of the earth. 

R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth. 

or: 

R. Alleluia. 
Reading 21 COR 12:3B-7,  12-13  

Brothers and sisters: 

No one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 

There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; 

there are different forms of service but the same Lord; 

there are different workings but the same God 

who produces all of them in everyone. 

To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit 

is given for some benefit. 

As a body is one though it has many parts, 

and all the parts of the body, though many, are one body, 

so also Christ. 

For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, 

whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or free persons, 

and we were all given to drink of one Spirit. 

Sequence 

Veni, Sancte Spiritus 

Come, Holy Spirit, come! 

And from your celestial home 

Shed a ray of light divine! 

Come, Father of the poor! 

Come, source of all our store! 

Come, within our bosoms shine. 

You, of comforters the best; 

You, the soul’s most welcome guest; 

Sweet refreshment here below; 

In our labor, rest most sweet; 

Grateful coolness in the heat; 

Solace in the midst of woe. 

O most blessed Light divine, 

Shine within these hearts of yours, 

And our inmost being fill! 

Where you are not, we have naught, 

Nothing good in deed or thought, 

Nothing free from taint of ill. 

Heal our wounds, our strength renew; 

On our dryness pour your dew; 

Wash the stains of guilt away: 

Bend the stubborn heart and will; 

Melt the frozen, warm the chill; 

http://cms.usccb.org/1corinthians/12:3


Guide the steps that go astray. 

On the faithful, who adore 

And confess you, evermore 

In your sevenfold gift descend; 

Give them virtue’s sure reward; 

Give them your salvation, Lord; 

Give them joys that never end. Amen. 

Alleluia. 

Alleluia 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful 

and kindle in them the fire of your love. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
GospelJN 20:19-23  

On the evening of that first day of the week, 

when the doors were locked, where the disciples were, 

for fear of the Jews, 

Jesus came and stood in their midst 

and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 

When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 

The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 

Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. 

As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 

And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 

“Receive the Holy Spirit. 

Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, 

and whose sins you retain are retained.” 

 

http://cms.usccb.org/bible/john/20:19

