
“I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”  But then Jesus said to her in 

reply, “O woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.”  Words from 

our Gospel today from the 15th chapter of the Gospel according to St. Matthew – sisters 

and brothers, may the Lord give to you his peace and his joy. 

 

With our modern sensitivities, we have a hard time acknowledging that Jesus himself 

could have been biased.  Remember, God chose to enter into human reality becoming a 

man with a particular language, a particular worldview, a particular line of reasoning, a 

particular religious upbringing, a particular national identity, a particular set of 

experiences, a particular home, all of which are very different from ours.  We don’t 

speak Hebrew, we don’t live under Roman oppression, our science is more advanced, 

we weren’t raised Jewish, we identify as Americans, we live in a totally different world.  

Given the choice between his world and ours, we would likely reject some of Jesus’ way 

of life.  I like my shower and bathroom facilities, thank you very much.  So it’s 

understandable that when a foreign woman from a differing world and differing 

worldview reached out to Jesus for help in the Gospel today, Jesus seemingly took up 

the stance of his own people who understood themselves as God’s own special 

possession as he quoted a familiar proverb of his day and age: “It is not right to take the 

food of the children and throw it to the dogs.”  Such a statement really showcases for us 

the tension that existed between peoples in the days of old, which is not really much 

different today where such tension between peoples still exists because of the 

particularities we identify with and find value in for ourselves.  We know well the 

divisions that exist in our world, and the sides that we identify with.  As it is, many 

people throughout the centuries have similarly echoed the attitude of the disciples in 

one form or another with the request, “Send this person away.”   

 

And while the humanity of Jesus led him to identify and align himself with his own 

culture, Jesus was open enough to break out of the limitations of his world and 

worldview.  If it was in fact true that Jesus was sent only to the lost sheep of the house 

of Israel as he said, then he had no business traveling up out of Israel into the pagan 

territory of Sidon and Tyre.  Yet there he was crossing borders and making the first 

move.  And then furthermore to associate with an unaccompanied woman would have 

been unthinkable in a gendered society.  Yet there he was engaged in conversation.  

And despite their different religious heritage, there he was rewarding her faith with the 

healing of her daughter.  He not only surprised a lot of self-righteous people, he began 

something that would eventually blossom into a worldwide mission to the Gentiles.   

 



Perhaps that’s the real miracle of the Gospel today: just how groundbreaking and 

extraordinary his actions were, which ended up overcoming the limitations of his own 

culture.  Jesus went out of his way, quite literally, in order for this to happen.  By the 

same token, how do you explain the woman’s perseverance in reaching out to Jesus, 

despite their great differences?  Their encounter is somewhat awkward; you can feel 

the tension of colliding worlds and the immense pressures that are exhibited upon them 

from their own people.  And yet we can only marvel at the great love she has for her 

daughter, and what great faith she had that a connection with God could happen!  We 

take the significance of moments like these for granted.  We know that the promises of 

God are for everyone, but this is an insight that is difficult to come by and harder still to 

put into practice.  I tell you it’s a miracle.  We often think of miracles in terms of an 

unexplained phenomenon: a healing that has no scientific explanation or an event that 

was unexpected and yet happened anyway for one reason or another.  Isn’t it also a 

miracle every time someone reaches across boundaries to listen and understand and 

care for someone different from themselves?  What explanation do you give to that?  

You would be more justified in sticking with what and whom you know.  Wouldn’t it be 

a miracle if this country overcame all its divisions to come together?  Whatever the 

healing of that woman’s daughter looked like to be free of her demon’s torment, it 

never could have happened, unless the miraculous encounter between Jesus and that 

faith-filled woman happened first.   

 

I was talking with one of our parishioners earlier this week and she said to me, “you 

know Fr. Luke, there’s nothing better in life than to make someone else happy.”  What 

humble, beautiful wisdom for life.  We could sit behind our comfortable boundaries or 

better still we could try to reach out to make others happy, like Jesus who tried to bring 

a little happiness and relief to this poor, demonized woman.  A major part of Jesus’ 

ministry, and therefore, a part of our own unique ministry that we Christians bring to 

the world, was and is to be a bridge not a barrier to happiness, especially for those who 

were considered outcasts.  Jesus talked to foreigners, ate with tax collectors, forgave 

sinners, and even touched lepers.  The Kingdom of Heaven is indeed available to all who 

will open their hearts.  Our Christian heritage has spanned all times and places on this 

earth, and yet as diverse as we Christians are, we really are brothers and sisters by 

choice, not by chance.  God’s grace allows us to overcome differences and brings about 

happiness in the lives of others we reach out to and serve.  It’s a miracle!  But this also 

means we have to cooperate with this grace, and stop looking at people as strangers but 

rather see in them a friend we just haven’t met yet.  As God said through Isaiah, “My 

house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.”  Let us strive to make it so.  
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Reading 1 
IS 56:1, 6-7 

Thus says the LORD: 

Observe what is right, do what is just; 

for my salvation is about to come, 

my justice, about to be revealed. 

The foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 

ministering to him, 

loving the name of the LORD, 

and becoming his servants— 

all who keep the sabbath free from profanation 

and hold to my covenant, 

them I will bring to my holy mountain 

and make joyful in my house of prayer; 

their burnt offerings and sacrifices 

will be acceptable on my altar, 

for my house shall be called 

a house of prayer for all peoples. 

Responsorial Psalm 
PS 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 

R. (4) O God, let all the nations praise you! 

May God have pity on us and bless us; 

may he let his face shine upon us. 

So may your way be known upon earth; 

among all nations, your salvation. 

R. O God, let all the nations praise you! 

May the nations be glad and exult 

because you rule the peoples in equity; 

the nations on the earth you guide. 

R. O God, let all the nations praise you! 

May the peoples praise you, O God; 

may all the peoples praise you! 

May God bless us, 

and may all the ends of the earth fear him! 

R. O God, let all the nations praise you! 

Reading 2 
ROM 11:13-15, 29-32 
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https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/67?2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/romans/11?13


Brothers and sisters: 

I am speaking to you Gentiles.  

Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, 

I glory in my ministry in order to make my race jealous 

and thus save some of them.  

For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, 

what will their acceptance be but life from the dead? 

For the gifts and the call of God are irrevocable.  

Just as you once disobeyed God 

but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 

so they have now disobeyed in order that, 

by virtue of the mercy shown to you, 

they too may now receive mercy.  

For God delivered all to disobedience, 

that he might have mercy upon all. 

Alleluia 
MT 4:23 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Jesus proclaimed the Gospel of the kingdom 

and cured every disease among the people. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Gospel 
MT 15:21-28 

At that time, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon.  

And behold, a Canaanite woman of that district came and called out,  

“Have pity on me, Lord, Son of David!  

My daughter is tormented by a demon.”  

But Jesus did not say a word in answer to her.  

Jesus’ disciples came and asked him, 

“Send her away, for she keeps calling out after us.”  

He said in reply, 

“I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”  

But the woman came and did Jesus homage, saying, “Lord, help me.”   

He said in reply, 

“It is not right to take the food of the children 

and throw it to the dogs.”  

She said, “Please, Lord, for even the dogs eat the scraps  

that fall from the table of their masters.”  

Then Jesus said to her in reply, 

“O woman, great is your faith!  

Let it be done for you as you wish.”  

And the woman’s daughter was healed from that hour. 
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