
All Saints Roman Catholic Parish Mesa 

Synod Consultation Summary 
 

All Saints parish hosted an in-person Synodal Consultation Session on March 23, 2022, and 

incorporated an online option open to all parishioners.  Our ten consultation questions, developed 

from the key themes of the Synod, began with, and focused on the fundamental question of 

“journeying together.”   

A synodal Church is a Church that “journeys together.” How is this “journeying together” 

happening today at All Saints? 

Through community events, growing together and helping others through service and hospitality. 

All Saints is a welcoming community that draws people in through invitation and learning about 

and from each other. Active ministries not only allow people to learn more about our faith but 

strive to improve our community and are open to change. Our Perpetual Adoration Chapel is open 

to all in the community. 

How would you describe your relationship with God? Would you call it fulfilling? Why or 

Why not? 

The consensus was that of a fulfilling relationship strengthened through prayer, especially through 

adoration, the Mass and reception of the sacraments. Participants also agreed that their personal 

relationship is always a work in progress, and it changes over time at different ages in life. Spiritual 

learning experiences, putting effort into the relationship and a willingness to listen to Him is 

essential. Overall, we should always pursue a relationship with Him and encourage others to do 

the same.  

Where/when do you hear the voice of the Holy Spirit? What are we being asked to do? 

The Spirit can be heard when alone and in solitude of personal thoughts and during specific quiet 

time for God. His voice is always present in Mass, the Gospels and adoration, but many times is 



heard when you least expect it. Some participants commented that He is not “heard” but present 

in nature, acts of kindness and answered prayers. We are being asked to love, pray, be the face of 

Jesus in others and to have complete trust in Him. Also, to be forgiving, active with family and 

raise children in the faith and to use our gifts to help others and bring them closer to God.  

How do you think people can grow in their faith? What resources (books, clergy, retreats, 

services, etc.) are helpful to you? 

We can grow in our faith through active participation:  attend daily Mass, volunteering, prayer, 

and service. Retreats, pilgrimages, Cursillos, study groups workshops are also excellent 

opportunities for growth. Utilizing various media that is available, i.e., social media platforms are 

helpful, but simply interacting with the faithful and hearing clergy at Mass is important. 

What steps does the Spirit invite us to take in order to grow in our “journeying together?” 

The Spirit provides opportunities to serve others and to share our faith with family, friends and 

fallen away Catholics. We must be open and honest to ourselves about God’s purpose in our lives, 

be willing to listen and to hear and understand our faith—knowing what we do and why we do it. 

Through invitation and community, we can help people identify their strengths and contribute to 

the parish. He invites us to share the beauty of what happens at the altar and to dive deeper into 

what He has already given us. 

How do you think the Holy Spirit is inviting the Church community – both locally and 

universally – to grow together?  

With love. Beginning locally and spreading our faith outwards helps us to grow together. 

We are invited to be bold in our faith, speak the truth, evangelize with love and be active now. We 

should reflect the goodness of the Pope and through opportunities such as this Synod we can help 

everyone grow together. We need to remember that the Holy Spirit works in bad times as well as 



good times, and we need to unite with the poor, suffering, immigrants, etc. through actions and 

prayer. 

How are the baptized members of All Saints able to participate in the mission of the Church 

to proclaim the Gospel? 

Through our daily actions, prayer, and reception of the sacraments we can proclaim the Gospel. 

Members can participate by volunteering, being a role model, standing together on teachings, using 

their gifts from God and simply being a living example of God’s good work. We are called to get 

people interested in the faith and can accomplish this by knowing the Gospels in ways that could 

meet people at their level of faith. 

Who else do we need to reach out to, listen and learn from?  Whose voices are currently not 

being heard? 

We need to reach the marginalized in our community: seniors, homeless, minorities, disabled. 

Others that are sometimes not being heard include teens that are struggling, those who feel 

unworthy, those who have left the church, former parishioners, young adults, divorced people, 

those grieving, parents who need support with family issues, and struggling Catholics who have 

questions/concerns about the Church. 

How do we see our parishioners becoming more aware of how much their faith and insights 

count—and need to be heard? 

Parishioners can be more aware through proper communication. Continuing with conversations 

such as this Synod can be a start. Meetings with the clergy can be helpful and for the parish to 

anticipate the needs of the community. We should not judge others or immediately shoot down 

ideas. 

 



What do you think would make All Saints better? 

 

Through community, transparency, and better communication. Marketing to specific groups, reach 

out more to the community and invite people to join the parish. Surveying people to see their 

strengths and how they can contribute to ministries. More hospitality and cultural events and guest 

speakers can be invited to the parish. We can make efforts to keep people active after the age of 

eighteen and support parents. We should integrate life with the Church outside of Sunday and 

make God more important in our busy lives. Some of these suggestions are already implemented 

at All Saints but we are striving to do better. 

 

 

Bishop, on behalf of those who took advantage of participating in in the Synod Consultation 

Process, we thank you for the opportunity to offer our thoughts and feelings in wishing to 

see our Church go forward. 

 

May the Holy Spirit Bless us all as we follow God’s will and move forward. 

 

Sincerely in Christ, 

 

Fr. Robert J. Caruso 

Pastor 


