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of Assisi Parish
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A Moment with the Pastor

St. Francis of Assisi Parish Office
601 N. 8th Street, Manitowoc, WI 54220
Immaculate Conception Mass
(Holy Day of Obligation)
Friday, December 7th
4:00 p.m. ~ Marshall Site
Saturday, December 8th
10:00 a.m. ~ Marshall Site

Parish Reconciliation Opportunities
Available to all parishioners
Wednesday, December 12th
5:00 p.m. ~ Grand Site
Thursday, December 13th
1:30 p.m. ~ Waldo Site
Regular Reconciliation Times:
Wednesdays at 5:00-6:00 p.m. ~ Grand Site
Saturdays at 8:00-9:00 a.m. ~ Marshall Site
Saturdays at 3:00-3:30 p.m. ~ Waldo Site

Christmas Mass Schedule
Christmas Eve, Monday, December 24th
4:00 p.m. Grand Site
4:00 p.m. Marshall Site
4:00 p.m. Waldo Site
4:30 p.m. Roncalli High School Auditorium
6:00 p.m. Grand Site
10:00 p.m. Waldo Site
Christmas Day, Tuesday, December 25th
7:30 a.m. Waldo Site
8:00 a.m. Grand Site
9:00 a.m. Marshall Site
9:30 a.m. Waldo Site
10:30 a.m. Grand Site
Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God
(Holy Day of Obligation)
Vigil—Monday, December 31st
4:00 p.m. Waldo Site
Tuesday, January 1st
10:00 a.m. Marshall Site

Parish Worship Sites

Advent. A time of preparation. What are we
preparing ourselves for? Holiday shopping?
Christmas concerts? Family get-togethers? I want
to challenge all of us to think deeper this year, to
spiritually embrace the season of Advent.

Waldo Boulevard Church
1121 North 14th Street,
Manitowoc, WI, 54220

For what are we preparing? Modern American culture tells us we’ve been
preparing for Christmas since before Halloween. But this culture also tells us that
this is the season of lights, gifts, family, and festivities. This isn’t wrong, but I’d
like us as Catholics to explore these things with the birth of our Lord in our minds.

Marshall Street Church
1114 South 21st Street,
Manitowoc, WI, 54220

The Season of Lights--instead of thinking about the blinking lights of our
neighbors’ overdone Christmas displays, let us turn our hearts to thinking about
Jesus’ words to us: “I am the light of the world” (John 8:12). Is Jesus the lamp by
which we illuminate our lives? If we live in His love, we will walk in his light.

Grand Avenue Church,
1416 Grand Avenue,
Manitowoc, WI, 54220

The Season of Gifts--it is fun to receive gifts. It’s fun to give gifts. Think of how
happy you feel when your loved ones open something they truly are grateful for. If
our hearts burst at the joy we can bring others, imagine how much God radiated
love and joy when “he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
might not perish but might have eternal life” (John 3:16). Our hearts long for so
many things; the newest iPhone, the designer shoes, the toys we see others
enjoying. But at the end of the day, that longing in our hearts will never go away
until we accept that greatest gift from God--the gift of Jesus giving his life for each
and every one of us on the cross.

Parish Office
920-684-3718
Sfamanitowoc.org
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(Continued on page 2)

Oplatki Christmas Wafers
The breaking and sharing of Oplatki with
each other at Christmas is a
traditional Polish custom.

Wish each other health &
happiness
Oplatki is available at the parish office or
at the Marshall site

(continued from page 1)
The Season of Family--yes, it’s true that we often get to see family at this time of the
year, but that isn’t true for all of us. Some folks have family serving in the military.
Some folks have family scattered around the globe who can’t come home. Some folks
have families that are smaller than last year because a loved one has passed away. Mary
and Joseph were far from home on that first Christmas, and they are the model for us as
we reunite with family and friends. They accepted the Christ Child into their hearts,
without the Martha-like concern for everything to be “just so.” Can we accept Christ as
he is in each other this Christmas, the way Mary and Joseph did?
The Season of Festivities--this is certainly the most wonderful time of the year, and it’s
important for all of us to celebrate being together and all the things the world offers us.
But perhaps we can also celebrate each Sunday of Advent at Mass. A priest friend often
quipped, “You can’t celebrate Christmas if you don’t celebrate Advent!” How can we
celebrate Advent? We can prepare our hearts each day for Jesus to fill us with his love.
We can let the Resurrection become a reality to us that we have a Savior who loves us
enough to die for us. We can die to ourselves and love our neighbor. We can love our
spouses, our children, our parents, our friends, even our enemies. We can make our
hearts a home for the baby Jesus.
I want to extend my grateful appreciation for everyone who donated money to the
tuckpointing fundraiser. Thank you! One of the donations that I received was a hundred
dollar donation from a middle school youth, who said that he wanted to give his birthday
money towards this project. What an amazing witness of charity and goodwill! So far,
we’ve collected over $140,000, which is enough to cover the immediate concerns at the
Waldo site this fall. If you are looking to make an end-of-year donation this is our main
cause for this year. There will be additional giving opportunities next year.

Advent Wish List

Isaiah 40:3

Parish Wish List:

A voice proclaims: In the
wilderness prepare the
way of the Lord!

Living Nativity
December 20, 2018
4 p.m.—6 p.m.
Elementary School
Campus
(Waldo Blvd.)

December 4th at 1:30 p.m. & 6:30 p.m.
SFA Elementary Campus Christmas Program
at Roncalli High School Zimmer Auditorium
December 11th at 7:00 p.m.
SFA Middle School Campus Choral Concert
at Roncalli High School Zimmer Auditorium
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Vacation Bible School Sponsor (10)

$35 ea

Modular Student Desks (100)
Student Chairs (100)
Music Octavos (4)
Audio Recorder
Tenor Saxophone
Bass Clarinet
Euphonium
Tuba
Flutes (3)
Clarinets (4)
Trumpets (2)
Trombones (4)
Activity Table (6)
School Chair (25)
Wobble Chairs (4)
Yoga/Stability Balls w/Feet (15)
Runtz Ball Chair (2)
Teacher Computer Chair (2)
Horseshoe Activity Table

All are invited to enjoy Manitowoc’s holiday
parade and visit us before,
during or after the parade!
SFA Parish Office Open House ~ 601 North 8th
Street, Manitowoc
Wednesday, November 21st, 6:00—8:00 p.m.
Warm up with hot chocolate, hot cider, hot coffee and
cookies!

$150 ea
$40 ea
$75 ea
$300
$1,500
$2,000
$2,000
$3,000
$350 ea
$350 ea
$250 ea
$250 ea
$130
$28 ea
$66 ea
$20 ea
$140 ea
$50
$300

Cemetery Wish List:
Floor Mats for Mausoleum Entrances (3)
Mesh Trash Cans for Cemetery (8)
Music CD’s for Chapel/Mausoleum (10)
Aluminum Cremation Stand (Graveside Service)
Fiberglass Boards for Cemetery Use (12)

December 13th at 7:00 p.m.
SFA Middle School Campus Band Concert
at Roncalli High School Zimmer Auditorium
December 17th @ 6:30 p.m.
SFA Religious Ed Christmas Program
at Grand site church

$80,000
$2,300 ea
$700 ea
$700 ea
$700 ea
$200 ea
$300 ea
$300 ea
$500 ea
$275
$70 ea
$100 ea
$3,000
$200
$50 ea
$50 ea
$200
$60
$120
$60 ea
$5 or $10
$3,500
$600
$200 ea

School Wish List:

Our Catholic school planning is on schedule. (See John Stelzer’s
message in this newsletter for further details.) The output from
this plan will be included in our Parish Planning in the spring.
This will be an ambitious project of looking forward to see where
our parish will be in the future and how we will use our buildings.
~Fr. Doug LeCaptain
December 1st at 7:00 p.m.
December 2nd at 2:00 p.m.
Roncalli Christmas Show
(Free, but tickets are required)
at Roncalli High School
Zimmer Auditorium

Tuckpointing for Church Buildings
Wireless Microphone Set for Presiders (3)
Computer for Priest
Computer for Scrip Program
Computer for Parish Office
Easter Candle for each Worship Site (3)
Refinish Common Cups Marshall Site (2)
Refinish Common Cups Grand Site (4)
Cantor Microphone Grand & Waldo Sites (2)
Ambo Microphone Marshall Worship Site
Microphone Boom Stands (5)
Microphones (2)
Electric Piano
Piano Tuning
Pastoral Outreach Program Supplies (10)
Spirituality Program Materials (10)
Flooring for Kitchen in LifeTeen House
LifeTeen/Confirmation Retreat Sponsor (partial)
LifeTeen/Confirmation Retreat Sponosr (full)
LifeTeen Meal Sponsorship (10)
College Student Care Package Gift Cards (20)
Small Floor Scrubber
Vacuum (3)
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Training (6)
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$150 ea
$200 ea
$15 ea
$650
$330 ea

Any help that can be given towards the purchase (or partial purchase)
of these items would be greatly appreciated.
For more information regarding any of these items, please contact
Connie Heinzen at the parish office (920) 652-7825

The Alms
Giving
Tree

The Alms Giving Tree project each fall season allows us to
give to those in need, to be able to share all that we have with
someone that has not. Our Alms Giving Tree project will be
starting the weekend of November 17/18 with distribution of
gifts taking place on December 2.
Each parish site will have trees filled with stars listing the age
and gender of a person and gift ideas for that person. Please
take a star, purchase a gift, wrap the gift and return the gift to
the original site with the star firmly attached to the outside of
the gift by December 2. Please remember, when you take a
star, there is someone waiting for that special gift. Stars and
gifts not returned by December 2, means that someone
waiting, will not receive something when gifts are distributed
on December 2.
All your gifts are given to elderly people in some of our
nursing homes, to the people of Holiday House, and to families
in need, here in Manitowoc County. These people are given
that special gift of a wonderful Christmas, because of you.
This year, the Alms Giving Tree Project will look a little
different as we will not be keeping all the gifts in the worship
space. To honor the environment of the liturgical season, for
safety reasons and to help keep gift wrapping intact, we will be
moving all but a few of the gifts, to a safe place within the
church until distribution.
All churches are open daily. If you have any questions or
concerns, please contact Lynn Hoffman (920) 652-7826, at the
parish office.
“For it is in giving, that we receive.”
 St. Francis of Assisi

THE MISSION IMPACT OF STEWARDSHIP SHARING

WELCOME TO

“I wonder what the Church does with my donation?” Perhaps many of us have this question. One
thing is certain, Fr. Dave is not buying hair products.
The Church has always made an effort to collect the financial resources to be able to help and serve
those who are in need within our community. This is no different here at St. Francis of Assisi Parish.
We strongly believe in Jesus’ command in the Gospel, “Go make disciples of all nations...” (Mt
28:19). Our purpose is to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with our community and to lead
people into an encounter with this living God who is desperate for us to come to him and to love us.

UPCOMING ALPHA SESSIONS
OPTION 1

Thursday Daytime from 11:30 am to 1:00 pm at the Grand Ave Social
Hall January 31, February 7, 14, 21, 28, March 7, 14, 21, 28, April 4 and 11
and Alpha Day on Saturday, March 16 from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

OPTION 2

Thursday Evenings from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm at the Lifeteen House (Waldo
Site) February 7 and 21, March 7 and 21, April 4, May 2 and
Alpha Day on Saturday, March 16 from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Our goal is to utilize every penny that we receive from you and your family towards our mission of
making missionary disciples who know our Lord and have a personal relationship with him. We
invest in our community by leading children, youth and adults towards a deeper relationship with
Jesus himself through catechesis. We have programs such as Edge, Life Teen, Catholic Elementary &
High Schools, Vacation Bible School, Family Ministry, Care Ministry, RCIA, and our Good
Shepherd Fund, among many other ministries. These programs help people to know, to love, and to
serve Christ. We have a great number of volunteers and staff members that continually pour
themselves out in service and love of Christ for our community. These are people who have come to
know Christ through our own ministries in the past and now devote themselves to serve others.

Registrations due no later than January 21, 2019.
—-----------------------—--------------------------------------YES! Sign me up for Alpha

____Option #1

_____Option #2 (circle one)

Name__________________________________________________
Phone________________________Address)________________________________________
Email________________________________________________________________________
I would like to help with _______Hospitality

________ Meals

_________Faciliator
As with any other investment, the more we are able to invest, the greater the return will be. We do not
have less, we all gain more. We improve the potential for family faith formation, thereby enhancing
the quality of our community and our Church. We are all part of this missionary effort, so please
know that as you help us with your financial support it is ultimately being invested in spreading the
Kingdom of God in our world.

PLEASE RETURN COMPLETED FORMS TO
St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Attn: Ruthann Ross
601 North 8th Street
Manitowoc, WI 54220

Please be generous as you prayerfully consider the mission impact of your stewardship contributions
as an investment in our parish and community.

(reference other side for sharing commitment options)
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SHARING COMMITMENT OPTIONS
Option 1:

WELCOME TO

Automatic Transfer Payment Form: Please fill out this form if you want
to START or CHANGE your current automatic withdrawal. If you
already use automatic withdrawal and have no changes you do not need
to fill out this form. If you pay by cash or check you do not need to fill
out this form.

What is Alpha?

Monthly Parish Support Withdrawal Authorization:
I hereby authorize St. Francis of Assisi to initiate automatic withdrawal from my checking/savings
account at the financial institution listed below.
(The monthly withdrawal will remain in effect with St. Francis of Assisi Parish until notification is
received requesting cancellation or update of amount.)

___________________________________________

____________________________

Name of Financial Institution

City of Financial Institution

___________________________________________

____________________________

My Name—PLEASE PRINT

My Phone Number








____________________________________________________________________________
My Address—PLEASE PRINT

____________________________________________

____________________________

Signature

Today’s Date

Alpha is a series of sessions exploring the Christian faith. Each talk
looks at a different question about faith and is designed to create
conversation.
Alpha sessions include 3 parts: a meal, a video, and discussion
Alpha helps you to embrace your faith and ultimately prepares you to
be better equipped at hospitality, the sharing of your faith, and service
to one another.
Alpha takes people on a journey often leading to a personal encounter
with Jesus Christ. It enables people to ask their questions, share ideas,
build friendships, and experience the love of God through the power of
the Holy Spirit.

100 St. Francis of Assisi Parishioners
have participated in Alpha.
Listen to what they are saying…

Please withdraw the following from my bank account:
Monthly Stewardship Amount: $________________ (Special collections will be taken as cash or check only)
Withdrawal on 2nd, 10th, or last business day of the month (circle one date)
_____Withdraw from my CHECKING Account (attach voided check)




_____Withdraw from my SAVINGS Account (attach deposit slip)
(You may make updates to your withdrawal information at any time.)
Please return completed form to:
St. Francis of Assisi Parish Office, 601 North 8th Street, Manitowoc, WI 54220
Option 2:

Option 3:
Option 4:
Option 5:



Contact your financial institution and initiate electronic pay. You don’t need a routing
number from St. Francis of Assisi. Simply tell your financial institution to make your
contribution payable to St. Francis of Assisi Parish.
Use church giving envelopes which we provide to you. Please contact the parish office
with any questions.
Use your debit or credit card and make your contributions via online giving, either onetime or recurring. To sign-up, go to: sfamanitowoc.org and click on “WeShare Online
Giving.”
Credit cards are accepted at the parish central office.



“The testimonials reinforced how wonderful our God is!”
“A deeper acceptance of where I’m at in my faith life.”
“Calling on the Holy Spirit in our lives is so essential to living life to
the fullest and never feeling alone on earth.”
“Ordinary people are capable of doing extraordinary things—even
invoking God’s healing power.”
“A revisiting of my faith.”

“How many important things unite us! If we really believe in the
abundantly free working of the Holy Spirit, we can learn so much from
one another! It is not just about being better informed about others, but
rather about reaping what the Spirit has sown in them, which is also
meant to be a gift for us.”
Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 246

Help the parish with your purchase of Scrip: It's Easy!
Step 1 - Purchase scrip cards.
Step 2 - Use just like cash to pay for your everyday purchases.
Result: You raised money for the parish or school!

(Please reference reverse side for registration information)
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For several years there have been discussions regarding the best way to offer a Catholic education to young
people in our community. Our challenge is to offer an even better product for students and families while
helping parishes and schools remain financially viable. The following is a general timeline which is guiding the
process:
August/September
 Bishop Ricken met with area pastors to discuss Catholic Schools in our region. Pastors agreed that a
regional school was needed and agreed to ask John Stelzer, President of Roncalli High School, to guide the
process and form a Steering Committee of community leaders.
 Groth Design (Architects) has agreed to provide possible general building and renovation estimates to be
utilized for future planning.
 Steering Committee members will be invited to guide the planning process, create a rationale and school
plan, facilitate the formation of key subcommittees, and to help prepare for a plan submission by December
31, 2018.
 A meeting took place with area Pastors and Parish Administrators to thank them for their commitment,
clarify the process, and provide information regarding a reasonable timeline for planning.

December
 Key stakeholders will be asked for feedback on the plan. Approval by parish leadership, pastors, and school
boards will be sought.
 Work will continue by all sub-committees and a plan will be submitted to Bishop Ricken by December 31,
2018.
January
 On January 17th a complete update will be given at the St. Francis of Assisi Parish Annual meeting.

31

Thank you for your continued investment in our schools and parish. Your prayers and continued support are
appreciated!
May God bless our families and parish during this Advent Season!
~Regional School Steering Committee
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Put your loose change
in a charity box

Have yourself a very
Blessed Christmas!

October/November
 The Steering Committee will review new building and renovation options, data, and study key elements for
future planning in our schools and parishes.
 A Finance Subcommittee was formed to review reports, discuss parish and school finances, and begin
planning for a financial model. Parental choice, tuition aid, parish subsidy, and third source funding, will be
among the first areas for discussion.
 Information gathering will continue regarding finance, marketing, and facilities. An enrollment
management team will be formed to prepare a strategic plan for regional school enrollment.
 Boards, pastors, and pastoral councils will continue to receive information regarding the planning process.

Be present to those
around you

23

24

25

28
27
26

Pay for a stranger’s
coffee
Do a chore for
Give treats to the
someone in your family postman
Give 5 genuine
compliments
Spend quality time with Lend a friend your
family
favorite book or movie

Send an encouraging
email or text to
someone

22 Lk 3:18
21 Lk 3:16-17
20 Lk 3:15-16
19 Lk 3:14
16 Jn 14:27

17 Lk 3:10-11

18 Lk 3:12-13

Give someone a hug
Pay a visit to a
homebound friend
Make reconciliation a
priority
Make reconciliation a
priority
Call a friend or family
member you haven't
spoken to recently
Make a new friend at
church

Hide a friendly note in
a public space

15 Lk 3:6
14 Lk 3:5
13 Lk 3:4
12 Lk 3:3
10 Lk 3:1
9

11 Lk 3:2

Attend Mass for the
Holy Day
Give someone a gift
(however small)
Just because!
Be Kind to yourself Do something that
makes you happy
Donate to a food bank
Compliment a stranger
Offer a neighbor or
Smile at everyone you
friend a ride to church see

Lk 21:36
8
LK 21:35
7
Lk 21:34
6
Lk 21:28
5
Lk 21:27
4
Lk 21:25-26
3
2

1

Instead of the ‘classical’ and very much ‘commercialized’ (buy+consume) Advent Calendars found in shops
– try this year a Reverse Advent Calendar : refocusing from ‘receiving’ to ‘giving’. Each day it’s not you
being ‘gifted’ (with a ‘chocolate’ or similar) but it’s you giving to someone else.
It’s a wonderful way for us to see just how big of an impact we can have, no matter our age.

Sat
Fri
Thu
Wed
Tue
Mon
Sun

Acts of Kindness Advent Calendar 2018

Manitowoc County Regional Catholic Schools Planning
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The Tradition of the Poinsettia

Take a closer look at ...

For years, we’ve given and received poinsettias in gestures of kindness during the Christmas season.
They’re just so fittingly festive, with their mix of red and green leaves. What’s more, they’re relatively
inexpensive and thoughtful at the same time. Did you ever wonder where that custom came from? I did,
so I went exploring to find out. Here’s what I discovered.

Registration Starts
February 1st

Poinsettias are native to Central America, and were used by the Aztecs in a number of ways, to dye
clothes, make cosmetics, and create medicine to cure fevers. The plant was discovered in 1828 by John
Poinsett, US Ambassador to Mexico. He sent some Poinsettia plants back to South Carolina and began to
grow them, thus the name. One of Poinsett’s friends, Robert Buist, began growing and selling them
commercially. In 2002, Congress named December 12 National Poinsettia Day.

Elementary School Campus: 1408 Waldo Boulevard
Middle School Campus: 2109 Marshall Street

In the years since Poinsett brought the plants to the United States, poinsettias became known for their
symbolism as well as their beauty. The shape of the plant’s flower and leaves resemble the Star of
Bethlehem, which led the Magi to the Christ Child. The red color reminds us of Christ’s Blood, shed for
our salvation. Some poinsettias have white leaves, which remind us of Christ’s purity. Green symbolizes
life and hope. Before I did my research, I thought poinsettias were “nice.” Now, I think there
magnificent!

St. Francis of Assisi School Offers:










Best of all is the old Mexican legend about how the poinsettia and Christmas became connected in the
first place. Here’s how it goes.

3K program available
4K half and full day options
Weekly Mass
Before & After School Care
Robust Athletic program
Breakfast & Hot Lunch Programs
Free bussing to outlying areas
Over $100,000 in financial assistance given
FREE Tuition through Wisconsin Parental Choice
Program.

Once, there was a poor Mexican girl named Pepita who had no present to give the Baby Jesus at
Christmas Eve Mass. As Pepita walked, sadly, to the chapel, her cousin Pedro tried to cheer her up.
“Pepita,” he said. "I’m sure that even the smallest gift, given by someone who loves him, will make Jesus
happy."
Still not knowing what she could give, Pepita picked a small handful of weeds from the roadside and
made them into a bouquet. Having only this small present to give Jesus made Pepita embarrassed. As she
walked through the chapel to the altar, she remembered what Pedro had told her. Feeling a bit better, she
knelt down and laid the bouquet at the bottom of the nativity scene.
Amazingly, the bouquet of weeds burst into bright red flowers, and everyone who saw them were sure
they had seen a miracle. From that Christmas Eve forward, the bright red poinsettia flowers were known
as the “Flores de Noche Buena,” or “Flowers of the Holy Night.”

Registration materials can be found at:

Advent is drawing to a close and I’m still scrambling to give something truly special to the Christ Child
on the Holy Night. Like, Pepita, I’m feeling as though I really have nothing to offer – or at least not the
something I’d hoped to have. I wanted super-spectacular-high-minded-soul-lifting-wildly-successful
striving. Instead, all I’ve got is a decent try – a handful of roadside weeds.

school.sfamanitowoc.org
(920) 683-6880

Legend or not, I know that Pedro’s words are true. Even the smallest gift, given by someone who loves
him, will make Jesus happy. If I surrender my smallness to our Lord and bring him my pathetic bouquet
at Christmas, it will miraculously burst into bright red flowers. And Jesus will be happy.
Marge Fenelon is a Catholic author, columnist, and speaker and a regular guest on Catholic radio. She’s written several
books about Marian devotion and Catholic family life, including Strengthening Your Family: a Catholic Approach to Holiness
at Home and Imitating Mary: Ten Marian Virtues for the Modern Mom. Find out more about Marge
at www.margefenelon.com.

Join our school community today!
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