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St. Francis of Assisi Pastoral Council 
 

Minutes of October 18, 2016 Meeting 
 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Jenkins at 6:30 p.m.  Members present are as 
follows:  Nancy Ottum, Wendy Nett, Michelle Jirikowic, Father Dave Pleier, Judy Denor, Lee  
Kummer, Stephanie Simmons, Mike Snell, Barb Jenkins, Kevin Wilke and Bob Fricke.   
 
Also present, staff:  Barb Kratz and Patrick Brandel. 
 
Opening prayer:  Sung and led by Bob Fricke. 
 
Parish member input:  Liz Neuser had a question regarding how the bullet points were 
generated for the bulletin.  It was explained that following the meeting, the bullet points, once 
approved, are published in the bulletin after approval by Father Pleier.  Minutes also, once 
approved, are posted online at the parish website. 
 
Barb Kratz, Religious Education Commission:  Presented 2 written handouts which were 
distributed.  She estimated the number of elementary students in religious education at 120 
but did not have the number of teen participants.  Total enrollment has remained stable. 
 
Approval of September 20th minutes:  Barb Jenkins noted that she was present and, with that 
amendment, Wendy Nett moved and Judy Denor seconded approval of the minutes as 
amended, and the same were unanimously approved. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE AT APPROXIMATELY 6:50 P.M. BY WENDY NETT AND SECONDED BY 
JUDY DENOR TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION, WHICH MOTION WAS PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  
NON-PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS LEFT THE ROOM. 
 
Parish Update, Father Dave Pleier:   
 

 Father reported that the parish picnic is set for the weekend of August 4th and 5th, 2017. 
 

 Revision is taking place in the parish bulletin.  The last weekend of the month will be in a 
newsletter format with 20 or so pages.  The remaining weekends of the month will have 
an abbreviated bulletin.  All bulletins will include advertising.  The parish group met with 
LPI to reach this conclusion.   

 

 Bob Fricke noted that the parish has a profit of approximately $8,000 received on 
bulletin advertising after the cost of the bulletin. 

 

 A question remains if the monthly newsletter formatted bulletin would be mailed out or 
left in the Church only.   
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 The new bulletin format will start with October. 
 

 It was suggested that the bulletin be electronically e-mailed to the individuals on the 
Lightly Salted e-mail list. 

 
Committee Reports: 
 
 Vision 2020: 
 

o Judy Denor and Kevin Wilke reported that Mark Migilka from the Diocesan office 
is going to be the facilitator.   

 
o The committee will be updating the mission statement which Mr. Migilka 

thought was too wordy. 
 

o The next 3 meetings have been scheduled. 
 

o The process will include a parish in-pew survey, interview parish leaders and 
staff, a leadership summit (Friday/Saturday retreat) to which the committee, 
pastoral council, finance council, staff, committee chairs, leadership and others 
will be invited. 

 
o The hope is to conclude the process by April 2017. 

 
o The process will include reviewing prior parish input from town hall meetings. 

 
o Both trustees will participate as members of the committee. 

 
o The Vision 2020 committee needs a list of buildings and properties owned.  

There is no functioning buildings and ground committee in the parish.  
 

o Mike Miller, parish director of facilities, will be contacted by Wilke with a list of 
questions which the Vision 2020 committee will need answered and Miller will 
be invited to a Vision 2020 meeting. 

 
o While the parish does not have a functioning buildings and ground committee, 

the board of education does have such a committee. 
 
 School news:  No report. 
 

Finance:  Bob Fricke reported that online giving is going to go into place, but a firm      
timeline is not yet established. 
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New Business: 
 

 Bob Fricke suggested that the former Sister’s residence at the Waldo site be donated to 
Habitat for Humanity.  Father will check with Mike Miller over the feasibility of doing so. 

 

 It was reported that the parish is a beneficiary in 4 bequests.  Discussion ensued 
regarding the use of the funds or investment of the same.  Lee Kummer recommended 
that bequests be invested into an Endowment Fund with the Catholic Foundation for 
the benefit of St. Francis of Assisi parish.  No decision was made. 

 
MOTION WAS MADE, SECONDED AND UNANIMOUSLY PASSED TO GO OUT OF EXECUTIVE 
SESSION AT 7:55 P.M. 
 
Pat Brandel indicated that he is the parish staff member who will be working with Mark Migilka 
at the Diocesan office regarding Vision 2020.  He will assist in gathering the necessary 
information for future Vision 2020 meetings. 
 
The next meeting is set for Tuesday, November 15th, at 6:30 p.m. in the parish office. 
 
Nancy Ottum volunteered to do the opening prayer for the November meeting and Father Dave 
Pleier volunteered to do the closing prayer. 
 
Closing prayer:  Led by Judy Denor. 
 
After the closing prayer, motion was made by Wendy Nett and seconded by Kevin Wilke to 
adjourn, which was unanimously approved, and the meeting concluded at 7:55 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Lee H. Kummer 


