
Witness the Wonder 
 

As I listened to the description of the Ascension of Jesus in the first reading at Mass recently 
(Acts 1:1-11), I tried to put myself in the shoes of the disciples present for this pivotal, divine 
event. Can you imagine the surreal experience of witnessing the risen Jesus ascending into 
Heaven on a cloud? Can you picture the awe on the disciples’ faces? The mouths gaping and 
eyes wide. The murmurs of questions and confusion. Then, while they are still recovering from 
their shock, two mysterious men in white appear and remark, "Men of Galilee, why are you 
standing there looking at the sky? This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven will 
return in the same way as you have seen him going into heaven." (Acts 1:11) 

Again, try to imagine being among the disciples. Imagine having to accept that Jesus is now 
gone from their presence, as well as learning that He will someday return in the same manner. 
Now what? 

Witnessing the Ascension of Jesus must have been an incredible experience. It surely 
created awe at the magnificent power of God, and gratitude that they were privileged to see it. 
I can’t claim to have ever witnessed such a dramatic, miraculous display of divine power, but I 
can say that I witness the wonder of God regularly.  

All around me in His creation are opportunities to glimpse God’s majestic power and 
beauty. There is wonder to be had if we keep our eyes open and looking. From glowing sunrises 
over the lake to emerging flowers of every color in spring; from children’s bubbling laughter to 
their beautiful faces at rest; the taste of your favorite meal or the voice of your favorite singer; 
the great architecture, art, and scientific achievements that could only come from the minds of 
mankind who is made in the image of God.  

Then there are the miracles performed in plain sight: the bread and wine becoming Christ’s 
Body and Blood on the altar, the new creation by Baptism, and the purified, perfectly cleansed 
soul after the Sacrament of Reconciliation, just to name a few. 

The magnificence of God is abundant and accessible. We 
must only believe and see. Recognize Him in the ordinary and 
the extraordinary. See His desire to bring you joy and increase 
your faith by the works of His mighty hand.  

When you have seen it, do not remain still, “standing there 
looking at the sky,” but take the wonder and the joy with you 
into the ordinariness of life. Take it into your encounters with 
your neighbor, your relationships with your family, your work 
and your play. See the divine wonder, allow yourself to marvel 
over it, then take it with you. Take it to others.  
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