
BAPTISMAL  SPONSOR  INFORMATION 

 

According to Canon Law the following regulations apply for those who which to be considered a 

sponsor for the Sacrament of Baptism: 

1. “There is to be only one male sponsor or one female sponsor or one of each” (c. 873) 

2. A sponsor must “be designated by the one to be baptized, by the parents or the person 

who takes their place, or in their absence by the pastor or minister and have the aptitude 

and intention of fulfilling this function.” (c. 874.1.1) 

3. A sponsor must “have completed the sixteenth year of age….” (c. 874.1.2) 

4. A sponsor must “be a Catholic who has been confirmed and has already received the 

most holy sacrament of the Eucharist and who leads a life of faith in keeping with the 

function to be taken on.” (c. 874.1.3) 

5. A sponsor may “not be bound by any canonical penalty legitimately imposed or declared, 

[and may] not be the father or mother of the one to be baptized.” (c. 874.1.4 & 5) 

6. “A baptized person who belongs to a non-Catholic ecclesial community is not to 

participate except with a Catholic sponsor and then only as a witness of the baptism” 

(Note:  The baptized, non-Catholic will be listed as a “Christian Witness” in the 

baptismal record.) (c. 874.2) 

 

Name of person to be baptized:          

 

Signature of Sponsor, attesting that he/she is qualified, accepts the responsibility and is 

registered in a Catholic Parish: 

              
 

Print Sponsor’s Name & Address:          
 

              

 

 

 

The above individual has the necessary qualifications according to the Code of Canon Law of 

the Catholic Church to be a baptismal sponsor. 

 

Signature of the Sponsor’s Parish Priest:         
 

Printed Name of Priest:           
 

Name of Parish:            
 

Address of Parish:            

 

 PARISH  SEAL    This certificate is valid when it bears the signature of the  

     Sponsor and parish verification. 


