
 
DIOCESE OF DULUTH  

CURRICULUM STANDARDS AND OUTCOMES 
 
 
 
The curriculum for the Diocese of Duluth should consider three elements: that which should be taught, that which is taught, and that which is 
assessed.  At the school level, alignment should be distinguished between the written curriculum, the content and skills actually taught in the 
classroom, the pedagogy used, and the assessment of such instruction. The process of ensuring this alignment is guided by national, state, and 
diocesan standards. This curriculum forms the minimum standards for all diocesan schools. Local schools often go beyond these standards. The 
standards address essential concepts, but not the specific delivery of content.  The local school is the best level for professional educators to make 
determinations regarding the pedagogy that best serves their students and community. 
 
We believe that God has placed within the human heart a desire to know and love him and to learn and discover truth. When structured properly, the 
school’s educational program helps us to know the mind and heart of God.  There are several purposes behind this curriculum guide for diocesan 
schools: 
 1. Recognize our unique identity as Catholic schools and provide guidance for teachers for integrating Catholic teaching and moral virtues in all 
areas. 
      2. Promote academic excellence by identifying and correlating essential state and national academic standards with  diocesan standards. 
      3. Sequence concepts and skills to ensure continuity of programs from school to school, grade to grade, and teacher to teacher.  Reviewing this 
sequence helps schools and teachers eliminate potential gaps and overlaps in student learning. 
      4. Use the National Standards and Benchmarks for effective Catholic Elementary and Secondary Schools, March 2012. 
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National Standards and Benchmarks for effective Catholic Elementary and Secondary Schools March 2012 
National Standards and Benchmarks for effective Catholic Elementary and Secondary Schools March 2012 
Academic Excellence: 
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops affirms the message of the Congregation on Catholic Education that intellectual development of the person and growth as a Christian go forward 
hand in hand. Rooted in the mission of the Church, the Catholic school brings faith, culture and life together in harmony. In 2005, the bishops noted that “young people of the third millennium must 
be a source of energy and leadership in our church and our nation. And, therefore, we must provide young people with an academically rigorous and doctrinally sound program of education” 
(Renewing Our Commitment to Catholic Elementary and Secondary School is in the Third Millennium, 2005). 
The essential elements of “an academically rigorous and doctrinally sound program” mandate curricular experiences-including co-curricular and extra-curricular activities-which are rigorous, relevant, 
research-based, and infused with Catholic faith and traditions. 
The following essential elements provide a framework for the design, implementation, and assessment of authentic academic excellence in Catholic school education from pre-kindergarten through 
secondary school. 
 
Standard 7: An excellent Catholic school has a clearly articulated, rigorous curriculum aligned with relevant standards, 21st century skills, and Gospel values, implemented through 
effective instruction.  
BENCHMARKS: 
7.1 The curriculum adheres to appropriate, delineated standards, and is vertically aligned to ensure that every student successfully completes a rigorous and coherent sequence of academic courses 
based on the standards and rooted in Catholic values. 
7.2 Standards are adopted across the curriculum, and include integration of the religious, spiritual, moral, and ethical dimensions of learning in all subjects. 
7.3 Curriculum and instruction for the 21st century learning provide students with the knowledge, understanding and skills to become creative, reflective, literate, critical, and moral evaluators, 
problem solvers, decision makers, and socially responsible global citizens. 
7.4 Curriculum and instruction for 21st century learning prepares students to become expert users of technology, able to create, publish, and critique digital products that reflect their understanding of 
the content and their technological skills. 
7.5 Classroom instruction is designed to intentionally address the effective dimensions of learning, such as intellectual and social dispositions, relationship building, and habits of mind. 
7.6 Classroom instruction is designed to engage and motivate all students, addressing the diverse needs and capabilities of each student, and accommodating students with special needs as fully as 
possible. 
7.7 Faculty collaborate in professional learning communities to develop, implement and continuously improve the effectiveness of the curriculum and instruction to result in high levels of student 
achievement. 
7.8 The faculty and professional support staff meet (arch) diocesan, state, and/or national requirements for academic preparation and licensing to ensure their capacity to provide effective curriculum 
and instruction. 
7.9 Faculty and professional support staff demonstrate and continuously improve knowledge and skills necessary for effective instruction, cultural sensitivity, and modeling of Gospel values. 
7.10 Faculty and staff engage in high quality professional development, including religious formation, and are accountable for implementation that supports student learning. 
Standard 8: An excellent Catholic school uses school-wide assessment methods and practices to document student learning and program effectiveness, to make student performances 
transparent, and to inform the continuous review of curriculum and the improvement of instructional practices. 
 BENCHMARKS: 
8.1 School-wide and student data generated by a variety of tools are used to monitor, review, and evaluate the curriculum and co-curricular programs; to plan for continued and sustained student 
growth; and to monitor and assess faculty performance. 
8.2 School-wide and aggregated student data are normed to appropriate populations and are shared with all stakeholders. 
8.3 Faculty use a variety of curriculum-based assessments aligned with learning outcomes and instructional practices to access student learning, including formative, summative, authentic 
performance, and student self-assessment. 
8.4 Criteria used to evaluate student work and the reporting mechanisms are valid, consistent, transparent, and justly administered. 
8.5 Faculty collaborate in professional learning communities to monitor individual and class-wide student learning through methods such as common assessments and rubrics. 
Standard 9: An excellent Catholic school provides programs and services aligned with the mission to enrich the academic program and support the development of student and family life. 
BENCHMARKS: 
9.1 School-wide programs for parents/guardians provide opportunities for parents/guardians to partner with school leaders, faculty, and other parents/guardians to enhance the educational experiences 
for the school community. 
9.2 Guidance services, wellness programs, behavior management programs, and ancillary services provide the necessary support for students to successfully complete the school program. 
9.3 Co-curricular and extra-curricular activities provide opportunities outside the classroom for students to further identify and develop their gifts and talents and to enhance their creative, aesthetic, 
social/emotional, physical, and spiritual capabilities. 

NATIONAL STANDARDS AND BENCHMARKS FOR EFFECTIVE CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS – MARCH, 2012 
 
 



Diocese of Duluth 
Visual Arts Philosophy Statement 

 
Man was formed in God’s image and as such, human beings, to a lesser extent, share that creative ability with our God.  Throughout history, human 
beings have sought to mirror the beauty of creation by fashioning objects and images and other things of beauty. It also follows that human beings have 
the ability to appreciate and value beauty.  The Catechism of the Catholic Church (1993), in paragraph 2513, states about the content of fine arts and 
sacred art in particular that, “of their nature are directed toward expressing in some way the infinite beauty of God in works made by human hands. 
Their dedication to the increase of God’s praise and of his glory is more complete, the more exclusively they are devoted to turning men’s minds 
devoutly toward God.”  The fine arts program not only focuses on the fundamentals of creating and appreciating art but also on communicating God’s 
eternal message throughout time and history by way of images by human hands and by dramatic presentations that communicate God’s message 
through words and actions.  
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Vision Statement 
“Art is born when the temporary touches the eternal.”  G.K. Chesterton 

 
The purpose of Art Education in a Catholic School is to: 
  

● Develop an understanding and appreciation of the interconnectedness of beauty, truth, and goodness, how it is reflected in our Lord and all 
His works, and how this knowledge is communicated through the beauty of nature and through the created works of human hands. 

● Explain the objective and subjective aspects of beauty in terms of the actual form and its perception by the viewer 
● Introduce students to St. Thomas Aquinas’ philosophy on the three essential conditions of beauty: clarity, integrity, and harmony 
● Systematically teach age appropriate skills and techniques enabling a student to produce or reproduce completed works of art, recognizing 

that such a process requires certain physical capabilities, conceptual skills, and the powers of observation.   
● Promote problem-solving abilities that empower a student to progress from an intellectual concept to a completed piece of art. 
● Encourage originality and creativity by highlighting the connections between a topic or subject and personal experiences. 
● Make connections between art, the arts, and culture(s) in a historical panorama that links the past to the present.   
● Assist the viewer in looking objectively at a work of art, discerning its meaning, its value, and its impact.  

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Diocese of Duluth 
Visual Arts Outcomes 

Grade PK-8 
I – Initiated   R – Reviewed   M – Mastered   C – Continue to apply 

 
Citation coding-MN State Standards 
 
First digit refers to Arts Area (5=Visual Arts),  
Second digit refers to grade (an “A” or “0” indicates all grade levels),  
Third digit refers to strand (1=foundations, 2=create, 3=present, 4=respond),  
Fourth digit refers to Standard (1=foundations, 2=generate and develop, 3=create, 4=revise and complete, 5=develop and refine, 6=choices and 
meaning, 7=analyze and construct, 8=evaluate, 9=-integrate knowledge and personal experience), 
Fifth digit refers to the benchmark for the standard.   
 
Citations with two digits (DD) are Diocesan standards beyond the MN Standards 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Aesthetics and Sacred Art of the Church 
 
Standard 1: Foundations-Aesthetics with Catholic Connection 
 

P K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Citation Outcome:  The student will Suggested Resources/Activities/Assessment 
I I R R M C C C C C DD Understand the meaning of the words, 

truth, goodness, and beauty  
https://cardinalnewmansociety.org/educating-
truth-beauty-goodness-2/ 
CCC (1993) paragraphs 2464-2513 

I I R M C      DD Know these elements reflect the divine 
origin of all things and are the 
foundation of what is real 

CCC (1993) paragraphs 2464-2513 
https://cardinalnewmansociety.org/educating-
truth-beauty-goodness-2/ 

I I I R R M C C C C MN 
5.4.4.7.1 
 
DD 

Define beauty as a type of a glow that 
is within an object (the objective 
quality), shines outward, attracts, our 
senses and our minds (the subjective 
quality) 

CCC (1993) paragraphs 2464-2513 
http://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/true-
beauty-satisfies-the-human-heart 
Ex: Emily Carr, J. M. W. Turner. 

I I I R R R R M C C DD Define and the three essential qualities 
of beauty (as per St. Thomas Aquinas), 
clarity, harmony, integrity 

http://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/true-
beauty-satisfies-the-human-heart 
 

I I I R R M C    MN 
5.4.4.7.1 
DD 

Know that beauty is a sign of God’s 
love and goodness and a reflection of 
God’s divine nature 

CCC (1993) paragraphs 2464-2513 
http://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/true-
beauty-satisfies-the-human-heart 

I I R R M C     MN 
5.2.4.8.1 
5.4.4.8.1 
5.3.4.8.1 
DD 

Appreciate and understand that sacred 
art has an essential role in the mission 
of the Catholic Church and of society. 

http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congrega
tions/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20
020824_ratzinger-cl-rimini_en.html 
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/p
ope-benedict-describes-how-beautiful-art-
can-lead-to-god 
https://www.herald.co.zw/visual-messages-
giving-meaning-to-art/ 

  I R    M  C MN 
5.1.2.3.1 
5.6.2.3.1 
 
DD 

Understand, identify, and explain the 
importance and use of symbols and 
also the meaning and images 
commonly used in sacred art of the 
Catholic Church 

http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/_P3
8.HTM 
www.newadvent.org 
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https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-benedict-describes-how-beautiful-art-can-lead-to-god
https://www.herald.co.zw/visual-messages-giving-meaning-to-art/
https://www.herald.co.zw/visual-messages-giving-meaning-to-art/
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/_P38.HTM
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/_P38.HTM
http://www.newadvent.org/


P K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Citation Outcome:  The student will Suggested Resources/Activities/Assessment 
      I R M C DD All 

grades 
MN 
5.3.3.6.2 

Examine art work in parish churches 
and diocesan collections and identify 
why these objects are valued and 
important 

Examples: Papal artifacts of Fr. Richard 
Kunst. 
Black Madonna painting and relics, statues of 
Saints Symbols and artwork in your own 
individual parish. Also, Library videos and 
books. 

 I     M C   MN 
5.5.4.7.1 
5.5.4.8.1 
DD 

Recognize and identify characteristics 
of religious artwork, include angels, 
prayer, Mary, the Life of Christ 

Examples: Lindberg Heilige Schutzengel 
Guardian Angel And Children, Durer’s 
Praying Hands, sacred art pieces by Frances 
Hook 
Reference:  Art Masters Enhance Religion 
(citation: 
Dethlefs, M. J., Hefflinger, V., & Klein, M. 
K. (2000). Art Masters Enhance Religion. 
South Bend , IN: Enhance company.) 

  I    M    DD Recognize and identify characteristics 
of the suggested religious artwork 

Examples: The Small Cowper Madonna by 
Raphael, Song of the Angels by Bouguereau, 
Suffer the Little Children to Come Unto Me, 
by Juan Urruchi 

   I   M    DD Recognize and identify characteristics 
of the suggested religious artwork 

Examples: The Last Supper by da Vinci, 
L’Innocence by Bouguereau, First 
Communion by Pablo Picasso, The Face of 
Christ by Johann Heinrich Hoffman 

    I  M    DD Recognize and identify characteristics 
of the suggested religious artwork 

Examples: The Tears of Saint Peter by El 
Greco, St. Michael the Archangel and Ecce 
Homo by Guido Reni, St Francis of Assisi by 
Jusepe de Ribera, the Good Shepherd by 
Bernard Plockhors 

      I M   DD Recognize and identify characteristics 
of the suggested religious artwork 

Example:  Adoration of the Child by 
Honthorst, Our Lady of the Grapes by 
Mignard, Agony in the Garden by Heinrich 
Hofmann, The Lost Sheep by Alford Usher 
Soord, Moses by Michelangelo, On the Road 
to Emmaus by Alfred Zünd 

 
  



P K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Citation Outcome:  The student will Suggested Resources/Activities/Assessment 
      M I   DD Recognize and identify characteristics 

of the suggested religious artwork 
Examples: The Virgin with Angels by 
Bouguereau, The mysteries of the Rosary by 
Giotto and/or Fra Angelico, The Marriage at 
Cana by Tintoretto 
www.catholiccompany.com/getfed/12-
religious-paintings-meanings/composition 

      M    DD Recognize and identify characteristics 
of the suggested religious artwork 

Examples: The Taking of Christ, and 
Penitent Magdalene by Caravaggio, Pieta by 
Michelangelo; Christ of St. John of the Cross 
by Dali, The Immaculate Conception by 
Murillo 

      I R M C MN 
5.5.4.8.1 
DD 

Recognize and identify characteristics 
of the suggested religious artwork 

Examples: Nicholas Black Elk’s 2 Roads 
Catechist Map. 

 
  



 Standard 2: Generate and Develop 
 

P K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Citation Outcome:  The student will Suggested Resources/Activities/Assessment 
 I R   M C    All grades 

 
DD 

Define “art,” and understand who 
creates art? 
Understand that art is made with skill. 

“Art is the imitation of nature.” (Aristotle) 
Art is nothing other than right reason of some 
produced work.”  (St Thomas Aquinas) 
Encyclopedia of art:  see http://www.visual-
arts-cork.com/art-definition.htm#whatisart 

I R M C C C     MN 
5.1.3.6.1 
5.1.5.9.1 
5.1.5.10.1 
5.0.3.6.2 
5.0.4.7.1 
DD 

Understand the purpose of art and 
where art can be found. 

https://catholic-link.org/8-quotes-pope-saint-
john-paul-letter-artists/ 
https://www.nga.gov/ 
http:getty.edu/museum/ 
Encyclopedia of Art 
http://www.visual-arts-cork.com/art-
definition.htm#whatisart 

I    R    M C MN 
5.0.2.2.2, 
5.2.2.15.0
.2.4.1 
5.7.2.2.1 
5.2.4.7.1 
5.7.2.3.1 

Discuss the importance of attention on 
craft and creativity in the visual arts. 

 

See artist Thomas Hart Benton’s creative 
process. 
Ex: 

● How specific techniques are related to 
craft 

● How the idea generation process 
affects the choices artists make 

● Consideration of the amount of time 
and processes used to create a work 
of art 

● Final analysis and critique of your 
own work 

I R  M C      MN 
5.2.2.2.2 

Develop and create a list of the types 
of materials used to create art (ex. 
Bases and media) 

Encyclopedia of Art 
http://www.visual-arts-cork.com/art-
definition.htm#whatisart 

 

http://www.visual-arts-cork.com/art-definition.htm#whatisart
http://www.visual-arts-cork.com/art-definition.htm#whatisart
https://catholic-link.org/8-quotes-pope-saint-john-paul-letter-artists/
https://catholic-link.org/8-quotes-pope-saint-john-paul-letter-artists/
https://www.nga.gov/
http://www.visual-arts-cork.com/art-definition.htm#whatisart
http://www.visual-arts-cork.com/art-definition.htm#whatisart


  

 
 
Standard 3: Create 
 

P K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Citation Outcome:  The student will Suggested Resources/Activities/Assessment 
I R M C   I R M C MN 

5.0.2.3.2 
5.2.2.3.2 

Learn, research, identify, and practice 
safe procedures for using tools, 
equipment, and materials while 
making art and STEM projects 

Ex:  Demos. Safety presentation and quiz. 
Safety contract. Parent/Guardian permission 
forms. 

I R M C   I R M C MN5.3.2.
3.2 
DD 

Recognize the importance of following 
classroom rules or appropriate 
behavior  

Ex:  Assessed using points to measure 
engagement, participation, and appropriate 
behaviors. 

I R M C   I R M C MN 
5.1.2.3.2 
5.6.2.3.2 

Demonstrate appropriate process for 
selection, setup, and cleanup of work 
area, and storage and disposal of 
materials and artwork. 

Ex: 
End of class time, checklists, and routines. 
Describe environmental considerations of art 
materials 

I      R M C C All 
Grades 

Use a variety of methods to create own 
art:  

Ex:  Still life, design, useful objects, 
decorations, calligraphy, and craft art, 
printing, screening, murals, puppets, and 
more 

I I R M C       Explain the purpose of shapes and 
lines in own original art 

 

(Elements of Art-Line)  
I R M C        Define what a line is.  
 I R M C       

 
Make curving lines in various ways 
using the point and sides of crayons 

 

 I R M C       Recognize straight lines—up, down, 
side by side, diagonal, crossed  

 

 I R C        Recognize curved lines that flow   
 I R C        Make a variety of lines with crayons 

and markers 
 

 I R C        Make curving lines in various ways 
using the point and sides of crayon 

 

 I R M C C C C   MN 
5.4.2.3.1 

Expand the curved line into curved 
shapes called organic or free form or 
natural shapes  

Ex:  Make and cut out various shapes to 
demonstrate the concept 



             
             

P K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Citation Outcome:  The student will Suggested Resources/Activities/Assessment 
 I R R M C C C    Know that joining lines creates both 

geometric and organic shapes, 
textures, patterns 

 

   I R M C C    Understand how line can be used to 
lead the eye in viewing art. 

 

 
 
 

I R M       MN 
5.0.5.9.1 

Understand that lines are used to 
express feelings and ideas-that lines 
tell a story. 

See 
http://www.getty.edu/education/teachers/buil
ding_lessons/formal_analysis.html 

 I R M C C C C   MN 
0.1.2.5.1 

Identify the horizon line as where the 
earth appears to touch the sky,  

Ex:  Create the horizon on a drawing or 
painting 

    I R M C    Understand that the horizon line is a 
term in perspective used to describe 
the horizontal line across a picture 
which is at the artist eye level 

 

I I R M C       Use line with several applicators create 
shapes and make line drawings 

Ex:  Include fingers, pencils, crayons, 
brushes, pastels, and markers  

  I R R M C C    Understand the term parallel line and 
how to draw parallel lines. 

 

    I R R M   MN 
4.1.2.5.1 

Explore how parallel lines can be used 
to create shading and shadows  

Ex:  Shade a composition by placing parallel 
lines close or by crisis crossing them (cross 
hatching) 

    I R R M    Know that a contour line is the line 
seen along the outside edge of 
something or where two edges 
meet/overlap, as well as key lines 
indicating 3D shape. 

Ex: Create contour drawing of shoes or the 
human hand 

   R M C C    MN 
5.3.5.9.1 

Understand contour and gesture line 
drawing (i.e. the human form) and 
how they can be used to create 3D 
images. 

Ex:  Investigate and explore ways to portray 
the human form 

       I R M  Understand that line can establish 
depth and perspective in art work  

Ex: Drawings that incorporate one or two 
point perspective 

      I R M C  Incorporate line and overlapping 
techniques to shade and create depth in 
drawings 

Ex: Use diagonal, vertical, hatching, and 
cross hatching 

http://www.getty.edu/education/teachers/building_lessons/formal_analysis.html
http://www.getty.edu/education/teachers/building_lessons/formal_analysis.html


  

P K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Citation Outcome:  The student will Suggested Resources/Activities/Assessment 
 I M C        Identify shapes and use them in 

creative expression and composition 
Ex:  geometric—circle, square, triangle, 
rectangle, and irregular organic shapes 

 I M C        Duplicate shapes in same, smaller, and 
large shapes 

 

 I C C        Identify lines in art pieces, everyday 
objects and nature 

 

      I R M C  Understand how line can be used to 
lead the eye in viewing art. 

 

(Elements of Art-Color) 
  I I R M C    MN 

5.A.1.1D
D 

Understand that color comes from 
light and can be diagrammed using a 
circle called a color wheel 

Example: Create or use a color wheel to 
begin explaining color theory, also 
demonstrate by using a prism to explain 
reflection, refraction and dispersion of light 
to form a rainbow.  Tell the story of the first 
rainbow-Noah’s the Ark 

I R M C       MN 
5.A.1.11 

Identify and explore the basic world of 
color using crayons, markers, and 
paint 

 

I I R M C       Identify the three primary (pure) 
colors: red, yellow, blue 

Ex:  Use Color Wheel diagram indicating 
that pure colors have no other color or white 
or black mixed in with them  

 I R M C       Explore primary and secondary colors 
and how they are formed 

Color Wheel 

 I R M C       Mix primary colors to make secondary 
colors: green, violet and orange 

Example: Mix colors by starting with the 
lightest color and add a small amount of the 
darker color until the desired color is created 

 I R M C      MN 
5.0.2.3.1 

Explore how colors reflect thoughts, 
perceptions feelings and moods then 
use the colors to express feelings or 
mood in created art 

 
 

 I R M C       Explore warm and cool colors, lines, 
and shapes in pictures 

Ex:  Create projects that connect color with 
seasons of the year 

 I R M C       Mix primary colors together to make 
brown 

 



(Elements of Art-Shape) 
 I R M C       

MN 
5.A.1.1 

Create shape with a closed line. 
Know that shape is the external 
appearance of an object. 

 

 I R M C       Draw curved, straight, wavy, zigzag, 
dots, thick and thin lines 

 

 I R M C       Recognize curved lines that flow, 
swirl, circle 

 

 I R M C       Expand the curved line into curved 
shapes  

Ex:  Create and cut out various shapes to 
demonstrate the concept 

 I R M C       Learn irregular shapes have no 
identifying names i.e. organic shapes 
or shapes from nature, 

 

 I R M C       Learn basic shapes as regular and 
identifiable: circle, square, rectangle, 
and triangle, i.e. geometric shapes 

 

 I R M C       Learn that some shapes are two 
dimensional and some are three 
dimensional 

Assess for knowledge of vocab: 
2-D having length and width 
3-D having width, height, and depth 

I I R M C       Create pictures from cut out shapes  
  

             
             

P K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Citation Outcome:  The student will Suggested Resources/Activities/Assessment 
 
 

 I R M C      Learn that adding white to a pure color 
creates a tint and adding black creates 
a shade and that the value of a color is 
the lightness or darkness of the color 

Ex: Create a whole work of art done in one 
color, but using many different values of that 
color 
 

    I R M C    Understand how warm colors appear 
to advance while cool colors appear to 
recede on the picture plane 

 

   I R M C     Recognize that colors next to each 
other on the color wheel are related 
(analogous) colors and complementary 
colors are the colors opposite each 
other on the color wheel (red-green, 
orange-blue, yellow-violet) 

 

   I R M C     Know that when complementary 
colors are placed side by side, the 
colors appear to intensify and vibrate 

 



P K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Citation Outcome:  The student will Suggested Resources/Activities/Assessment 
  I R M C     MN 

5.3.2.3.1 
Explore how compositions are made 
with the large main shapes first, and 
then by adding smaller shapes and 
finally details later 

 

      I R M C  Use constraints of canvas or object 
edges to define shapes. 

 
 

(Elements of Art-Value) 
      I R M C  Create 2D and media art in black and 

white that varies the amount of grey 
along a spectrum from pure black to 
pure white. 
(2D=2dimensional) 

Ex:  Create a value chart to prepare for this 
lesson 
(See grayscale) 
Use the following media/or techniques 

● Pencil shading 
● Charcoal shading 
● Pen and ink hatching/cross-

hatching/dotted shading 
      I R M C  Create 2D and media art in color that 

varies the amounts of white and/or 
black mixed in with a pure color. 

Resources:  Look at online pallets, paint 
charts, and color wheels. 

(Elements of Art-Form) 
      I R M C   Create 3D images and 2D images that 

appear 3D. 
Ex:  Suggested activities include 

● Contour drawings 
● Relief sculpture 
● Clay 
● Sculpture and Woodworking 

      I R M C  Create 3D art from a process that 
builds up materials. 

Ex:  Suggested activities include: 
● Clay 
● STEM construction 
● Found and junk art. 

      I R M C  Create 3D art from a process that takes 
away material from a starting mass of 
material. 

Suggested activities include: 
Sculpture and woodworking. 

(Elements of Art-Texture) 
  I R M C     MN 

4.1.3.5.2 
Understand the concept of texture as 
the nature of the surface, the visual or 
tactile characteristics of a work of art 

 

I I R M C       Explore surface texture Ex: rough, smooth, satiny, bumpy etc. 
  



P K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Citation Outcome:  The student will Suggested Resources/Activities/Assessment 
  I R M C      Identify and describe various tactile 

and visual textures in everyday objects 
and nature 

 

   I 
 

R M C     Recognize that texture can be used in a 
composition to create interest and is an 
integral part of any work 

 

  I R M C      Explore a variety of materials that can 
be used to create both visual and 
tactile texture 

 

   I R M C     Use variety of materials to create 
texture in own art 

Ex:  Use crayons markers, tempera, fabric, 
clay, watercolor, chalk, charcoal etc 

(Elements of Art-Space) 
 I R M C       Identify space as an empty area in 

which something exists 
 

  I R M C   C   Recognize negative space is the area of 
empty space surrounding and defining 
a line, shape, or form 

 

  I R M 
 

C   C   Recognize positive space is a shape or 
form 

Ex:  Create a composition then consider the 
importance of space to the total design, both 
positive space (the object) and negative space 
(the empty area around the object). 

  I R M C      Discover that things up close in a 
picture usually appear larger than 
things farther away  

 

 I I R M C      Explore how overlapping shapes make  
one shape look closer than another 

 

 I I R M C      Recognize that objects appear to move 
back in space as they move up/down 
the picture plane. 

Assess for vocab:  Visual perspective 

   I R M C     Demonstrate a “bug’s eye view” 
showing how everything looks from 
the ground up (viewpoint) 

 

   I R M C     Demonstrate the “bird’s eye” or aerial 
view of objects as they appear above 
the ground with the horizon either high 
or off the paper  

 
 

  



P K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Citation Outcome:  The student will Suggested Resources/Activities/Assessment 
     I R M C   Know that perspective drawing is a 

linear system by which an illusion of 
depth is achieved on a two-
dimensional surface 

 

   I R M C     Understand basic perspective using the 
concepts of foreground, middle ground 
and background 

Ex: Show examples of visual perspective 

     I R M C   Understand the vanishing point in 
perspective drawing as the point at 
which parallel lines meet or come 
together on the horizon line 

 

     I R M C   Understand that in perspective 
drawing, lines perpendicular to the 
horizon line have no vanishing point 

 

     I R M C   Learn that one point perspective is 
when the viewer is looking straight 
ahead and all the parallel lines appear 
to vanish or come together at one point 
on the horizon line 

Ex: Demo drawing of 3 buildings in a 
cityscape or a street lined with buildings.  
Then have students create their own. 

      I R M C  Learn that two point perspective is 
when the parallel line in a picture has 
two vanishing points on the horizon 

Ex:  As above but with two vanishing points 

  



Standard 4: Revise and Complete 
 
(Principles of Art-Variety and Repetition) 

P K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Citation Outcome:  The student will Suggested Resources/Activities/Assessment 
           Understand the purpose of variety and 

repetition in your own original art 
 

      I R M C  Understand and apply how repetition 
and variety can be used: 

● to add complexity or simplify a 
work of art 

● to focus viewer attention 

Example: Make a drawing that must have 5 
different qualities of line. 
Example: Make a landscape painting using 1 
of 3 templates that already contain a drawing 
(choice: little bit of drawing, medium 
amount, and lots of detail), that must contain 
3 different greens, 3 different purples, and 3 
different browns. 

      I R M C  Understand and apply how repetition 
and variety can be used with each 
element and the other principles of art. 

Example: Make a paint palette. 

(Principles of Art-Contrast) 
 I R M C       Understand contrast as the differences 

between two things-light/dark, 
pattern/solid etc 

 

      I R M C  Understand and apply how contrast 
can be used to: 

● add complexity or simplify 
● focus viewer attention 

 

 (Principles of Art-Pattern, Rhythm, Movement) 
 I R M C      MN 

0.1.1.5.1 
Know that pattern is an arrangement of 
shapes and lines that suggest an overall 
design usually involving the repetition 
of one or more “motifs” 

 

 I R M C       Study pictures that show patterns in 
order and identify patterns in everyday 
life 

 

I R M C        Make pictures showing patterns using 
a variety of media 

 

  



P K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Citation Outcome:  The student will Suggested Resources/Activities/Assessment 
      I R M C  Understand and apply how pattern, 

rhythm, and movement can be used to: 
● add complexity or simplify 
● focus viewer attention 

 

      I R M C  Understand and apply how pattern, 
rhythm, and movement can be used 
with each element and the other 
principles of visual arts. 

 

   I R M C     Learn that movement in art is the 
tendency of the eye to move along 
lines and shapes with a appear to have 
a directional thrust 

 
 
 
 

     I R M C   Identify the principle of movement in 
art, everyday objects, and nature 
 

Ex:  Examine photos of athletes to identify 
directional lines that imply action, pay 
special attention to diagonal lines, and 
shapes that extend beyond the edge of the 
composition. 

     I R M C   Create examples of pattern and 
movement in your own creative work 

 

     I R M C   Recognize that artisans have been 
using pattern throughout history to 
decorate artistic creations and 
everyday objects 

View examples of everyday items 
throughout history, i.e. pottery, cloth, 
architectural decoration  

(Principles of Art-Emphasis) 
   I R M C     Learn that emphasis is a way of 

making a part of a picture more 
important or dominant.  

Ex:  Objects, colors or shapes may become 
more dominant by taking up more space, by 
repetition, or by being in contrast with their 
surroundings  

     I R M C C  Understand emphasis (point of 
interest) becomes part of a picture by 
using one of the elements of art:  line, 
shape, form, texture, and space 

 

     I R M C C  Identify emphasis in formal art, 
everyday objects, and nature 

 

 
 

    I R M C C  Create examples of emphasis in 
contrast with other principles of art-
repetition, pattern, and variety 

 
 
 



P K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Citation Outcome:  The student will Suggested Resources/Activities/Assessment 
      I R M C MN 

5.7.2.3.1 
Explain the purpose of emphasis in 
their own art as a means of expressing 
ideas or themes 

 

 (Principles of Art-Proportion) 
    I R M C    Understand that proportion is the 

relationship of the size of one object to 
another in a composition or the 
relative size of parts within a whole. 

 

(Principles of Art-Composition) 
 I I R M C      Introduce composition as the organization 

of form in a work of art.  
Ex:  Composition usually refers to the relation of 
shapes, lines and colors on the two- dimensional 
picture plane  

     I R M C   Know what balance is and demonstrate 
that it is created in a composition when 
the parts seem to be equally important  

Ex:  Give examples to show symmetrical and 
asymmetrical balance 

      I R M C  Understand how proportion and scale 
help give a piece of art balance 

 

  



Standard 5-Develop and Refine 
 
P K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Citation Outcome:  The student will Suggested Resources/Activities/Assessment 

 I I I R M C    MN 
5.0.3.5.1 

Know the connection between the 
Elements of Art and the Principles of 
Art 

 

      I R M C  Understand and apply how emphasis, 
balance, and proportion can be used 
with each element and the other 
principles of visual arts to create unity 
in a composition 

Ex:  Define unity as quality where all parts 
of a composition look as if they belong 
together. 

   I R M C     Understand and apply how balance, 
unity, and harmony can be used with 
each element and the other principles 
of visual arts to: 

● Determine when work is done 
or feels right. 

● Identify areas of work that 
need revision. 

 

           Critique and reflect on own work 
using one of the other following 
criteria, compare and contrast, 
personal preference or bias 

 

 
  



Standard 6 Choices and Meaning 
 
P K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Citation Outcome: The student will Suggested Resources/Activities/Assessment 

      I R M C  Create art that is multi-disciplined, 
making connections with STEM and 
other content areas of the curriculum: 

● Conducting research and 
finding experts that assist in the 
completion of projects 

● Learning about Vocational 
Careers in the Arts. 

Ex:  Specialist seek ways to collaborate with 
classroom teachers to create project based 
learning activities that include visual arts. 

      I R M C MN 
5.5.2.2.2 

Learn to:  
● Take risks when creating 

pieces of art or a composition. 
● Identify problems first and 

develop a plan for creating 
solutions. 

● Use a variety of strategies to 
generate and inspire ideas. 

● Develop prototypes and do 
studies to further expand a 
project. 

● Make something new, 
something improved, or 
something combined. 

Example: Find ways that artistic 
representations address social problems or 
cultural themes 
Example: Find ideas based on your personal 
preferences and tastes. 
Example: Make something given limited 
materials. 
Example: Learn to revise work by finishing a 
project another student started. 
Example: Engage in needed projects like set 
design for a school skit or play. 
Example: T-shirt or jewelry design for a 
school club or elective. 

      I R M C MN 
5.7.2.2.2 

Combine technology and digital 
resources to complete longer projects 
of their choosing: 

● Notebooks. 
● Google Training, including 

Drive archiving, and sharing of 
paperwork and Portfolio; 
GMail communication and 
Q&A. 

● Project Tracking Worksheets, 
and pre-approval processes. 

● Computer, Cell Phone, 
Internet, Social Media 
applications. 

Ex: Create an online portfolio by taking 
pictures with Chromebook, and storing them 
on Google Drive in a folder you create.  
 
Learn how to Google Share with Teacher and 
Teammates so you can collaborate on 
projects 
 
Ex: Use apps to edit photos and videos 
 



Standard 7 Analyze and Construct 
 
P K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Citation Outcome: The student will Suggested Resources/Activities/Assessment 

      I R M C  Learn how to present works of art in 
shows by organizing the following: 

● Setup and take down. 
● Selecting pieces from a 

portfolio. 
● Creating name cards and artist 

statements. 
 

 
Ex: Art Show that is viewable during special 
events or on Sundays 
Field trips to understand how an art show is 
setup and arranged at a local museum. 
Ex: Create a displays for other school 
displays 

  



Standard 8 Evaluate 
 
P K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Citation Outcome: The student will Suggested Resources/Activities/Assessment 

     I R M C C MN 
5.6.4.7.1 
MN 
5.8.4.7. 

Understand that personal preferences, 
experience, and interpretation impact 
our response to a piece of artwork 

Encyclopedia of Art: 
http://www.visual-arts-cork.com/art-
definition.htm 

         

      I R M C MN 
5.4.4.8.2 
5.5.4.8.2 
5.6.4.8.2 
 

Critique, reflect upon, and revise art 
works using the following criteria: 

● What needs to be improved. 
●  Communicating in a positive 

way 
● Understanding your audience. 
● Learning to revise work. 
● Goal setting and growing your 

Portfolio.  

Example: 5-minute critiques at end of class 
of daily activity. 3 things you like, 1 thing 
that could be done to make it better. Identify 
what is working or interesting, and what is 
not. How do my choices relate to Elements 
and Principles, and best examples of 
creativity and craft?  
 

  

http://www.visual-arts-cork.com/art-definition.htm
http://www.visual-arts-cork.com/art-definition.htm


Standard 9 Integrate Knowledge and Personal Experience 
 
P K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Citation Outcome: The student will Suggested Resources/Activities/Assessment 

     I R M C C MN 
5.6.4.7.1 
MN 
5.8.4.7.1 

Understand that personal preferences, 
experience, and interpretation impact 
our response to a piece of artwork 
 

Encyclopedia of Art: 
http://www.visual-arts-cork.com/art-
definition.htm 
 

    I R M C   MN 
5.4.2.3.1 

Produce art that shows a theme with 
your own style, expression, and 
interpretation 

 

    I R M C    Know about 2 or 3 artistic movements:  
Realism, Abstract, Expressionism, 
Modern, Impressionism, Renaissance, 
Asian or Eastern, primitive American 
and other schools of art history 

Discovering Great Artists, Hands-on Art in 
the Styles of the Great Masters, Mary Ann F. 
Kohl and Kim Solga, Bright Ideas for 
Learning (May 1997) 
 

I R M C        Explore some major artists both world 
wide and American 

Grade-by-Grade Guide to Building Visual 
Arts Lessons 
http://www.getty.edu/education/teachers/buil
ding_lessons/guide.html 
Discovering Great Artists, Hands-on Art in 
the Styles of the Great Masters, Mary Ann F. 
Kohl and Kim Solga, Bright Ideas for 
Learning (May 1997) 
Great American Artists for Kids: Hands-On 
Art Experiences in the Styles of Great 
American Masters, Mary Ann F. Kohl and 
Kim Solga,Bright Ideas for Learning (July 4, 
2008) 

I R M C        Explore the artwork of Native American 
artists 

 

      I R M C MN5.0.5.9
.1 

Explore how appearance and reality are 
related and applied in artistic meaning and 
storytelling i.e. Native American Art 

Resource: Primal Mind by Jamake Highwater. 
Ex: Horse rider painted showing both legs 
because he has two legs.  
Transformation: The Eucharist, and the Ghost 
Dance. 

    I R M C    Recognize Art from diverse ethnic groups  
 
 

http://www.visual-arts-cork.com/art-definition.htm
http://www.visual-arts-cork.com/art-definition.htm
http://www.getty.edu/education/teachers/building_lessons/guide.html
http://www.getty.edu/education/teachers/building_lessons/guide.html
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