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Deacon Paul Timmerman 

 

We are now in the second month of Phase 1 in the five- year transition 

process into Beacons of Light. I have had a number of people ask me 

how has my role as a deacon been affected as they have not seen me at 

the altar lately. Some have asked if I will continue to diaconate at mass, 

will I continue to preach, etc… 

We as deacons in the archdiocese have been officially reassigned by 

Archbishop Schnurr to all the parishes within our respective family of 

parishes. Our Pastor, Fr. Jarred has informed that my primary role will 

remain with St. Michael and Ss.Peter & Paul as Sacred Heart and Holy 

Angels each has a deacon. 

Fr. Jarred agreed with me that it would be best if I step back from 

preaching at weekend masses for a while to allow the four new priest 

to preach so you the parishioners could get to know them, hear and 

experience their style of preaching. I must say that I am enjoying 

listening to their messages, I hope you are as well. 

So, what has the month of July looked like for me? I have not been here 

in the Sanctuary much during the weekend masses, however I have 

diaconated at five funerals and presided at one wedding, during which I 

preached four homilies. I also had the joy of baptizing 8 children.  

I have also picked up on some temporary behind the scene roles to help 

facilitate with the transitioning process. 

For each of you that are Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 

and may be experiencing a little uncomfort or anxiety in the sanctuary 

as not every priest gives you the Body of Christ and the cups of the 



Precious Blood in the same rotation as we were used to. I ask that you 

do your best to take their cues, or for you to give them a lead by 

stepping forward to receive.  

For the mass servers and your parents, yes there are some changes 

such as genuflecting versus the head bow. The priest may ask for items 

to set the altar in a different rotation than you are used to.  

Each of the four priests have assured me that they know we are in a 

transitioning period and they Ok knowing that they may need to guide 

you throughout the mass. 

The priests want to do several rotations at each parish which will then 

give them a chance to share what would be a more unified process for 

all the parishes to help make the flow at masses more spiritual. 

What I have learned so far is that they are easy to work with. 

In the October – November time frame there will be updated training 

for the mass servers, for the Eucharistic ministers, including at mass, 

homebound, sick and nursing homes.  

Today we welcome Fr. Jerry Bensman, for some of us we remember 

him as one of our previous Pastors. For those who do not remember 

him, no he is not a new priest in our family of parishes, he’s going to be 

85 on his next birthday and enjoying retirement.  

In today’s second reading we hear the word “Faith” several times. 

“Faith is the realization of what is hoped for and evidence of the things 

not seen.” 

“By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called,” 

“By faith he sojourned in the promised land.” 

“By faith he received the power.” 



In the Gospel we hear, “You also must be prepared.” 

 

This past week Fr. Mondiek held a session about prayer with the joint 

parish staff. He shared the importance of prayer. The most important 

part of prayer is to develop a habit of prayer. It has to be a habit. 

“Ask and you will receive; seek and you will find; knock and the door 

will be opened to you.” This is Good News, but how many of us believe 

this?  

We call this faith: believing in what Christ says, and the virtue of hope 

of the promises of Christ, hoping for the fulfillment of His promises. If 

we do not believe what he says, we will not hope in His promise, and 

then we will despair. 

And when we stop praying, that’s when things begin to go wrong. 

However, the more we pray the happier we become. The more we 

pray, the less anxious we become, and we are filled with a greater 

peace of mind and heart. The more we pray, we begin to see the hand 

of God in our day- to- day life, that is, we see Him acting in our life. 

Scripture says that we must be prepared for when the Son of Man will 

come. I think the reality is that we must also be prepared for whatever 

comes our way throughout life. We are all a work in progress, always in 

the need of prayer that helps us each and every day through out the 

different phases of life as we work to the end goal of getting to heaven. 

I ask that each of you spend more time in prayer asking for what you 

need, being patient for God’s response in his time and terms and then 

giving thanks for his response. 

 

 



 


